-~ Paul:Riigéne Trudel -~ )

“TIh8 Servant of God
Father Frederick Uf’@hyvelld@: -

And Bethlghem

Editions le Bon Pére Frédédc

-




2

Paul-Eugéne Trudel

The Servant of God

Father Frederick of Ghyvelde And

Bethlehem

Tran slated by Lorraine Daudelin

Editions du Bon Pére Frédéric

Trois-Rivieres, Canada



All Rights Reserved
Copyright 1988 byEditions du Bon Pere Frederic
Printed n Canada



42! .3, ! NODES 3

Address

LORRAINE DAUDELIN
60, Grimard St.,

Ludlow, Massachussetts
MA 01056

| am secondyeneration Franco/American, grandchild of Fre@anadian immigrants, | was
educated by the Se&rs of the Assumption of Nicolet, both in a bilingual parish elementary school,
and their private girlsdé boarding school wher
important role in my educatiofurther, the Blessed Sacrament Fatlffensnded by St. Petelulian

Eymard) were the chaplains of the boarding school, so there was a strong Eucharistic spirituality.
was introduced to music by my mother, and studied piano with Anna Wise, and organ with Clair
Weir.

Advanced education led ta career inlibrary sciencea nd | worked as a MnRe
catering to chemists and engineers at Monsanto Compaaych was now applied to translating
Belgian Patents in the fields organic and polymer chemistry and engindeviaga member dhe

Speci al Librariesd Association and the Ameri c

| pursuedgenealogyand traced my maternal line through Canada back to France. For relaxation and
recreation, | studiedrt with Paul Scopp, Ron Bessette, John Phelps, Mari FunairRdhsla etc.

and photography with Lester Campbell as an adjunct to my interest in art. | am a member of the
Springfield Museum Association.

When | retired from that phase of my 1|ife, I
Hyacinth Collge and Seminary (Granby, Mass) and pursued studlesyiMinistry and Biblical
Studies.| am certified in bothDuring that time | also pursued a more spiritual avenue of art by
studyinglconography (the theory, history, spirituality and the actual wgtiaf the icons) in the

12 Century Russian Byzantine Tradition with Orthodox Iconographer Vladislaw Andreyev of New
York.

TRAVEL : My wanderings have taken me to Quebec (including the Gaspe Peninsula), New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island{&io, Wales, England, Belgium, France (3 trips),
l'taly, Gr eece, Turkey and the Holy ialofdlew | f vy
England, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Missouri, Arizona, Utah, Wyoming,
Montana, Colorado, et All of my travels must have a spiritual, historical, or cultural go@b not

go about just for thdDsake of fAhaving been t h
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DECLARATION

In completeobedience to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII and the requirements of the Holy

Roman Catholic Church, we declare we will not give this work anything other than a human

faith to the facts which we are reporting, and will not use certain expressions suclaias, §ood,
miracle, healing, marvel or other similar expressions except in the broadest sense of the words,
not wishing to advance or anticipate in any way the judgment of Holy Mother the Church, of
whom we are and wish to remain her humble sons.

LEXICON
BETHLEHEMé DEF( Nda&n HOIN&St or 6s notes) .

I n order to cover the | ength and breadth of B
multifaceted genius totally dedicated to the Love of God and the salvation of souls, it is virtually
impossible to divide the book into ordinary chapté&sa result, this is a thregart volume with

multiple subheadings which would have been further complicated by the sheer number of footnotes
gathered together in yet another section of the book.

The references themselves for the most part are not readily available to the average reader, since
they come from the Franciscan archives in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Canada.

The author was a meticulous copyist and scrupulous to a fault about refereacimgnd every

guote attributed to the subject, i.e. Father Frederic, as well as Franciscan correspondence related

to him and his ministryin the original text, the author went to great length to make known BI.

Fat her Fr eder i c OregratibgitiHe fodtnotestinbo the text ¢an dgiva thekreader an
appreciation for Father Fredericbdbs his zeal i
processors, and rapid transit

If at times it seems pedantic to read, the translator suggests¢ha d e r  tshaiwn kp:u zfizjl i egd
painting. The underlying sketch was drawn up by pen and pencil in nondescript little pocket
notebooks, and formal letters, influenced by the highly cultured etiquetightéenth century
diplomacy.Thed | i n e s liy the piecisgaodether of all the bits are a testimony to the patience
and dedication of Father Patdugene Trudel.

BACCHICHE 1 In the Orient, they are very open about expecting what amounts to a tip or a bribe.
't i s call ed A bfardtaphfront. iheré areawods whibheagpeaa ia the original

text which are not FRENCH, but come from the Ottoman Empire and wereagithgted by the

French, or simply used very liberally by Bx. Father Frederic.

FIRMAN i A legal documenthat seems téunction as a deed or permit (or combination of both)
surfacing repeatedly throughout this text wit




the Nativity and the Church of the Holy Sepulchére term has its origin in the Ottoman Empire

basedn Constantinople, and the word has no French or English equivalenteader may want to

pay particular attention to the circumstances under which the term appears in ifig Eexnhans

were required, (2) they were used as political/civil weap@)ghey are at the mercy of the Eastern
concept of O6ownershipd, and (4) their interpr
or government administratdgince the Holy Land was controlled by the Ottoman Empire based in
Constantinople ahe time Father Frederic lived in the Holy Land, they are an inevitable part of the
story.

Throughout the history of the churches of the Holy Sepulcher and the Nativity, ownership moved

back and forth between the Latin Church and the Orthodox Churel ahim of the Sultans who
simply issued a OFI RMANO upon demand thus pas:
between the two rites with no regard for the consequedces A owner shi po never
complete ownershiphe bottom line is that thett@mans never ceded complete ownership of the
Basilicaé a peculiar 6l give it to you, but i

DROGMANifrom the Arabmé@aoungdgj dumansgs!| dhepwete or i
expected to be knowledgeable in Arabic, Rersand Turkish as well as the European languages.
The term is used throughout the text since it denotes a specific type of trafidatogroup (civil

andreligioushad its own O6drogmand. I n times of dispt
to fAour drogmanodo or Atheir drogmano when one
etcIn serious matters, dAdr oMhmelned ofdorro ganhaln 6s iidse sn

~

in the French dictionaries, based on the above definition,was tr ansl|l ated as i

®PORTEOG or 6 SUB LWhi¢Ehis B @IRgitilmdte term adopted from the French, to
denote the dédentrance or gated to an Ottoman f
where issues were settldthewor d TRI BUNAL was used each ti me
in order to bring it closer to 21century understanding..

COWAS i N.B.1 definition still being researched.From the context in which they appelaey

are military or quasimilitary personnel whappear to lead or accompany major processions when
dignitaries visit the Holy Sites, tapping their official equivalent to sticks on the pavement as if to

open the way or announce the coming of the grGUDPWAS coul d have been 06sc«
coatdaretngdéd, Oémarshallsd but from what was found
the word fAsol diersd or O6CAWASO were used as s

JANISSAIRES T Turkish militaryiat once sol di er s, pol i ce, guar

LATIN / ORTHODOX COEXISTANCE MUTUAL AGREEMENT

This is what Father Fr eder i Ghisteatlcdntais ordyrOBEg ul at i ¢
THIRD of thetotal picture carefully spelled out make clear the delicate delineation of space and

time in the church of Bethlehewhich is essential to the harmonious coexistence between the

Latin, Greek and Armenian rites which occupy and utilize the facility for liturgical purposes on a

daily basis.
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It reads | i ke a oO6rulebé for the é&mwmeamgdadcansbd r
disputes and misunderstandings need to be sditdcomers must understand from the outset not

only how to keep in step with the total plan, but to guide any other Latin rite visitors who appear on
the scene.

ANOTHER THIRD probably writn in Greek, is held by the Greek Orthodox who participate in
the same plan with in a distinctly different liturgy, etc.

FINAL THIRD in writing for reference byhe Armenians who also not only participate equally, but

admit the COPTS and the SYRIANS wappear with their own liturgies, language, music etc. at
appointed times, rounding out the orchestrattbtee.nce t he expressi on fAMUTU
AGREEMENTO é

The clue we have to any such negotiations are
privately witht he Gr eek bi shopéo

Given the tenuous STATUQUO at the time, the vagaries of the Oriental mentality compared to
Western thought, the differences in conviction, language, art and cilithed.appears to be brief,
systematic det ai |lresudtofdoursand daysoot negotiatiords, desaussionts, lvith
a phenomenal sense for minutia and timing on the part of Bl. Father Frédhati¢chis would set

the stage for years to come is a testament to his diplomatic skills, patience and charity.

NOTE

IMAGES, TABLEAUX T When speaking of LATIN religious art, that legitimately translates to

images, paintings, murals, frescoes, mosaics, etc. Where | recognized the terminology as applying
to the Greeks and Armenians, rdasoused the term

When dealing with ORTHODOX religious art, it comes down to frescoes, mosaics and ICONS. The
Orthodox do not accept anything that is Renaissance or later as religious art. (It also explains their
attacks on Latin art in the Basilica of the Nati)

For what it is worth, while we consider the Orthodox as the Schismatics or heretics, in the Orthodox
camp, it is the other way arouridook several workshops on ICONOGRAPHY under the direction

of Russian Orthodox Iconographers, and studieththest or y of same. Whil e t
and AByzZzantihreego courses, we were clearly not
accused by their own of 0t hr o-Withodgx irptleemalaksss! t o t
Thereareammber of books on the O6hi st orlgaddtionto cons o
the ICONOSTASIS and church icons, there are heine icons and icons mounted on poles for
processional purposes.
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INTRODUCTION

Two brochures have alreadymade known two important WRITINGS of the Servant of God,
Good Father Frederic Janssoone, of Ghyvelde, Francise@mgse life is currently in Trois-
Rivieres, being studied in anticipation of his BeatificatiorHis JOURNAL OF A VOYAGEance,
Italy and Palestine, and a narration of his FIRST JOURNEY TO CANAMtarwards we
regretted not having simultaneously published a number of other documents related to these
two episodes in his life, especially the latte\We hope to redeem ourselves in a second edition
which will soon be required.

Today we present, not only a single writing of the Servant of God, but an entire series related

to his life in Bethlehem.The reason for this choice is not importantSince our stay in the Holy

Land (1926-1932) we knowmore AT OO & AOEAO & OAAAOEAS6O xI1 OE EI
Bethlehem.Therefore having transcribed a number of works related to the life and activity of

our missionary, it was easy to reorganize our notes with those of the VRostulator.

We divided thepresent volume into three parts.

We expand upor& AOEAO & OAAAOEA6O AAOEOEOU AT A APT OOI 1
Bethlehem from a group of practically all unedited documentdVe combined them without

pretention. Their simple eloquence is suftient to make known the works and the spirit of the
Servant of God& OOOEAOh OEA OTET T xTh UAO 11T 1TAOO AAI EC
OET CIA OI1O01IA 1T1T 100 EAOT 6 OToimak&khemikholvn, ivasA 0 Al A
necessary to separat them from the rest of the documentation.

Then we are reediting the WRITINGS that Father Frederic published about Bethlehem.
Finally, we are making public the MANUSCRIPTS related to Bethlehdrne originalsare
conserved in the Holy Land or at the Vic@ostulate.

These three parts complement each othefhey could have succeeded each other in an
inverse sequenceFinally, to avoid repetition, and for the sake of brevity, we left certaifacts
and personalities in semiobscurity in some chapters, but clafy them in another chapter or
another part.

Our goal is to make known a segment of the life of the Servant of God and providefmure
biographers the fruits of our long research and transcriptions to facilitate their workWe
apologize for not beingexpert, nor technicians in certain areas, but we console ourselvesth
the certainty that the majority of the our readers will be happy to learn the things thatve
include , and happier still to discover Good Father Frederic, and practically hear him spea
about Bethlehem, its grandeurs and its mysteriess they read to learn and be edifiedn the
other hand, the entirety of this volume forms a rare documentation of the dear city tfie
Infant JesusThanks to Father Frederic, we find it alf ancient, evangelical and modern
history; topographical and liturgical descriptions;legends and poemsgritiques of authorsand
inconceivable particuliarities of religious, diplomatic and civil life.From these diversedetails,
we are confident our present publicaton could be useful to parents, educators,
contemplatives, and for preachers and lecturers, and all who should, by virtue of their
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Christian faith, know the land of the Divine Redeemer, and even the representatives of the
Church and the State on whom regshe management of the actal difficult situations
concerning the Holy Land.

May the magnitude of our hope compensate for our technical deficiencidday the present
volume bring to all who read it, a greater love of the Little King of Bethlehem, and aegter
admiration for him, who during his entire life, was the lover, historian, the bard, thapostle of
the Infant Jesus, Good Father Frederic of Ghyvelde.

Father PaulEugene Trudel, o.f.m.
archivist and Vicepostulator
Trois-Rivieres, Januani, 1947.
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PART ONE
Father Frederic and Bethlehem

This part is briefly about Bethlehem aid particularly about the works of Good Father Frederic

in Bethlehem.lIt is irrefutable proof of his ardent devotion to the Infant Jesus, our divine
RedeemerThisEO A 1 EOOI A ET1T x1 DPAOO 1T &£ OEA 3A00AT O 1
authentic documents accumulated by Rev. Father Mathiedarie Daunais, thefirst Vice-

Pl 0001 AOT O T &£ OEA 4EOAA 2EOAO00S #AOOKGhylee. " AAOE
Having been to Palestine, we transcribed a large number of these documents, and as archivist

of the Cause, we classified them at the Vicei O O O lo#ficd.1 06 O

If we describe the emotions of our subject, the documents themselves show him to be a man
of solid piety, a tireless apostle, an exemplary religious, a sailftle see him as a maalways
focused on God, and souls, also as an informed, conscientious diplomat, anértisan of
peace, justice and charityRilgrim, missionary and commissioner othe Holy Land, Father
Frederic visits the country of Jesus with both a great piety as a meticulous observer of
minutia, collecting at every step the historic souvenirs that will nourish his moving
contemplation and will enhance his evangelical preachingde devoted himself to spreading
among soulsa knowledge that should be dear to all Christians; the love and gratitude to the
divine Savior, theassistance and generosity toward the secular and official Guardians of the
Holy Sites.Always aware of the mysteaious events which took place in this corner of
privileged earth, he wanted tomake it live in others.He was certain of this spiritual

AOiI T OPEAOAS O OAIiuAabIEteaeal thesoulsiwiih Givirke Rrdviglence brought
to him to Bethlehem, he tred to bring the charming City of David and Jesus to their
intelligence and their hearts.

Here we will see his multiple talents at work for Bethlehem and his apostolate for thafant

JesusFor him, the labor, intellectual or manual, diplomatic or juridi@l, historic orjournalistic,

EAOA OEA OET ¢cOl AOh A£OANOAT Ol U OAD Ais &xBefptior@ll AT 8
solicitude is necessarily complimented by prayerThis is an essential part of hidife, yet only a

pale reflection of his apostaic and seraphic achievements.

FATHER FREDERIC VISITS BETHLEHEM

The young Franciscan, Father Frederic Jansoone, born in Ghyvelde on November 19, 1838 was
ordained a priest in Bourges on August 17, 187@o-founder and guardian of the convenat
Bordeaux ard former collaborator of the Commission for the Holy Land in Paris, he arrived in
Tel-Aviv, Palestine on June 12, 1876.

After a dozen days spent visiting Jerusalem, he made his first pilgrimageBethlehem from

June 25 to June 28n his travel journal, he left us pages full of the mosniniscule, precise

topographical details of this first trip. (See the hird part of this volume.) Usually so

AdOOAT OAET AOET U OEI AT O AAT OO EEI OAdentiments:i OEAO.
QJpon approachinghe village (of Bethlehem), an inexplicabfeeling of gentle joyl wanted to
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sing the GLORR\cater he would often repeat that thissupernatural joy always floods his soul
in Bethlehem and he always has to sing this hymn of tengels.

Certainly Fathe Frederic must have promised himself to return often to the Cradle of Jesus.
But he was assigned to the College of Aleppo, in the northern Syday subsequent visit
would have been in the distant futurelmmediately recognizing the extraordinary virtuesof
this newly arrived missionary, his superiors entrusted to him the preaching of religious
retreats to the French communities of Egypt as a vacation assignmeitttmust have pleased
him immensely to delay his departure for Syrialn passing, he could reisit the blessed Sites of
Palestine.

But at the end of 10 consecutive retreats, the preacher nearly digde returned to Jerusalem
to do his service of four months (Dec. 9, 1876 to April 4, 1877) at the basilica of the Holy
SepulcherWhen that ended, raber than sending him to Aleppo in Syria, he was sent back to
Cairo, capital of Egypt as chaplain of the college of the Brothers of Christian Schools in
Khonronfish. He would stay there 14 months.

However, Bethlehem would not be forgottenEvery day duringthe month of Mary, in the two
years of 1877 and 1878, especially during the retreats for first holy communion which he
preached to the little boys of the college and the little girls at the convent of the Good
Shepherd,he explained all the sites of Betl@hem, interspersing the lives of Jesus and Mary, to
present themost ingenious and appropriate examples to his distracted audienc&here is only
a smallmanuscript of these homilies leftThere is evidence of his joy in speaking of Jesus and
reaching yourg minds with the most minuscule details, that we want to be in the midst of
thesechildren listening to such charming stories.

On April 3, 1878, Father Frederic was elected the Custodial Vicar of Mount Zion, that is the
first assistant to the Superior otthe Custody of the Holy LandThis includes 400 religious
responsible for the maintenance of all the Sanctuaries and ministry of the parishes of
Palestine,Egypt, Syria, with missions in Turkey and the Island of Cypruk.was especially at
this time and during the next ten years, that Servant of God would have a major role in
Bethlehem.He would be the builder of a church, the beggar of alms, the defender of the rights
of the Latin Church against the Schismatics, preacher of retreats, historian and guide o
pilgrims. , A Gtdd@ the documents.

Father Frederic, builder of a church in Bethlehem

The entire construction of the parish church of Bethlehem, dedicated to Saint Catherine, is the
AEOOO OEOEAI A AOGEAAT AA 1 £ EE OGaticxkiIB Ai®ikdedithd Al 1T A&
wise actions permitted Father Frederic to bring much to the country of the Infant Jesus.

Despite all the rights of the Latins, after 1637 the Greek Schismatics overtook parttoé

Basilica of the Nativity, and the Franciscansiade a small chapel in their convent for their

private worship. After the bloody revolt of 1757 when the Greeks chased them from the
basilica,they needed to expand it to use it for parish worship of their flock.

Ot touched the church of St. Helena andwvent down to the grotto a million and a thousand
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times sacred where the Savior of the world was born to the Virgin Ma@nnals of O.Lof Zion

1880, p.70).Alas, ruin was eminent(he poor and dirty parish, too narrow nainly for great,

solemn occaions, but for ordinary use by the population j ) AEAQh OANOEOAA AAI
restoration.

In a very precious manuscript preserved in Bethlehem, which we copied in its entirety by
hand from the 12 to the 24" of January, 1930, (See the text in the third padf this book.)
Father Frederic recommends a reconstruction projectOnly in the Holy Land would such a
project encounter such diplomatic difficulties, AO8 O OAAg

Expansion of the church of Bethlehem

Origin of the projectOn a pilgrimage to the Holy Lanith 1869, his majesty, the Emperor of
Austria (FranzJoseph 9), offered 60,000 francs for the expansion of the churciBethlehem,

and 60,000 francs for that of the Holy Savior in Jerusal€ardinal Antonellisenta note dated
July 15, 1871 to the Vatam (See page 31 book of the Austrian Coutwithe Secretariat) where
EA OAEA AiiilC 1O0EAO OEEIT C dddfiGoltd che il BignAriConO A
#AAT CAh ' AOAT OA AA 138)1T PAOEGAIT Ai AD DAAARAAEA
(The Holy Father sees no difficulty with therd CountCaboga, manager of the imperial and

royal Council in Jerusalem overseei@gE A B OTh& dordsd 8efit a copy to the Custodial
Father, who added his humble AOAOOAOGET T O 11 OEARUEIAVde@IttOEA x1T
a live voice) theconsul explains (in September 1871) that he would not want interference in the
running of the interior administration of the Custody. 3 A A & A O E AoGrnak) @ Aolld E A 8 O
sufficient to observe that the sum®BAA OAA AU OEA AOCOOO 31 OAOAECI
how it was left.

108 |

In 1874 the expansion plan for the church and the restoration of the gate of St. Jerome was
approved by the Ambassador of Constantinople, and the construction was approvedgarial
Firman (Turkey) on Rebielewel 4, 1291 (April 19, 187#he French ambassador at that time
x AO 1 b bliheFkeAdd government feared that a foreign government woulsheddle in the
affairs of its protectorate over the Holy Sites.

On November 8 and 9%-ather Frederic, the new Custodial Vicar is in Bethleherfle examines
the sites, and has already studied the documentde is concerned about the details of this
matter. He confers at length with the Most Reverend Custodial Fathé#il/ith his authorization ,
Father Frederic enters the scene.

With his frank and determined amiability, he takes on the interrupted negotiationg-le
carefully takes it up with the French ConsulThe latter concedes to the virtuous appeal of his
interlocutor. Father Frederic descrbes the terms in the manuscript:

Negotiations resumedn the spring of 1879 at the insistence of the Most Reverend Custodial
Father, the French Consul, M.. Patrimonio, sent this report to the Ministry in Psaigng that

the work of expansion would caist of a simple interior project, and under these conditions, the
Rights ofthe Latins on the Basilica of St. Helena would be specifically preserved. There would be
no inconvenience to France to permit this work, with the expresadition that the Austran

Consul would formally declare that he would not interfere with the management of the project.
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After several months, the Consul received an affirmative reply, but since the clause regahding
Austrian Consul was delicate, we would proceed slowly andipntly.

We suppose that Father Frederic was the agent who communicated with the Austrian

A £ oA 2 oas

Finally there was an amiable understandintn a letter to Count CabogdJlost Reverend

Custodial Father confidently made clear the filiulties that a direct interference would have in

the future.The reply of December 29, 1879 (See letters in the case dhktis&rian Consulate)
nonetheless does not leave room for the least doubt eodrteously agrees to the termbn his

letter of December 3%, 1879to Most Reverend Father Custodighe French Consul also

accepted it without reservation. , (See the letters in theench Consulate File) All thaemained

was for theprovisional plan drawn upby Count Amedede Piellat, at the requst of Father Vicar,

in the absence of architect Mr. Guillemot already selected by the Most Reverend Custodial Father
be accepted by the Venerable Discretionary.

Who had guided the architect in the design of this plarf@o doubt it was Father Frederic.

From the 6 to the 14 of October, he was in Bethlehem, and he returned again on Octobett 21
ashis signature proves in the Mass book of the convent in Bethlehem. Further, he specifically
Al 1T £ZEOI 6 EO 1 AOGAOS

The diplomatic violins are tuned!Father Frederic coriinues in his manuscript:Immediately
Custodial Father happily communicates to his Discretionary , the great news otdhig and
difficult negotiation. All the members of the Venerable Discretionary join in fBestodial
&AOEAOB O ET U X &némembdr R.P.AAAMAIEDE Palremilected the
September 11, 1879) who expressed his displeasure, stemming from hisvigiah he claims is
well founded, that the new construction will constitute a veritablelinquishing of our rights on
the Baglica. We still passed it. M. Guillemot was the designaéechitect, and the Custodial Vicar
was charged with the overseeing of the projeEather Vicar of the Bethlehem convent was
named substitute in his absence, and Brother John, director of the work.

The same day, December 31, 1879 Most Rev. P. Gaudence of Matelica, Custodian wrote his
delight to the Most Reverend Father General, Berndin of Portoguaro:| hope thatno other
difficulties will surface Next season we will begin the expansion of the churcBethlehem.
When that is finished, | think we will pursue permission for that of the Holy Savitso Msgr.
Patriarch (Vincent Braco) hopes so, for he declared publicly saying that we currently think of
the church of Bethlehem, then we will no doubt permit that of Holy Sau@wd willing that it is
the truth and my successor has the consolation of seeing the church of the Holy Satich has
I1T1T¢c AAAT AAOEOAAS

Once solemnities and receptions of the New Year 1880 were over, the Venerable
Discretionary of the Holy Land decided to start at onc&ue to the delicate matter of location,
Most Rev. Custodial Father gave orders to Rev.tk@r Antonio da Gioia, guardian of the
Franciscan convent of Bethlehem in a letter of January 24vhich is worth quoting:
Translation of the Italian:
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With this official letter, | bring you the consoling, and long awaited news of the expansion
already appoved for our church of Saint Catherine. Having completed the preliminaries (which
succeeded, thanks be to Gdd)eliminate the difficulties which until now prevented the
expansion, now it is time to do what necessary to bring it to completion as soas possible.
Finally, so that everything is done in an orderly manner, the Venerable Discretionary believed it
necessary to name an individual who would represent him in the execution of the project, armed
with all the necessary faculties for the directiaand surveillance of the work in every sense of the
word; and that is in the person of the Rev. Father Custodial Vicar. He will be assisted by the
Tertiary, Father John of Palermo as chief executor and chief expertsince the selected Rev.
Father Custdial Vicar can only assist personally from time to time, the Venerable Discretionary
deemed it necessary to name and declare your Rev. Father Vicar Raphael of®4ssin, as
immediate director and overseer of the work and as such, is charged with overge¢be

expenses for which funds are advancetg will have to meticulously account for them.

Therefore, Your Paternity understands that no one other than those who are charged are to be
involved,if they not called upon to help according to the need oguéred by the demands dhe
project. Therefore each should lend his help according to the need.

At the same time, | want you to know that all the work that will be done is only what the local
conditions permit.| wish for everyone to be convinced of thaind that they are contentvith

that. By way of reacting to the circumstances, they are to sacrifice all other personal opinions
even if of themselves, they could appear more suitable.

| wish for each and everyone to know the content of this lettethsat all understand the reason
for our position in this affair which is extremely delicatl.requires all the necessary
precautions, because unfavorable circumstances could bring it to ruin.

| give you this, and bless you and all your subjects, andfireafy our Paternity, your affectionate
servant in the Lord,
F. Gaudence, Custodian of the Holy Land.

Despite this formal, official and public order to sacrifice all personal ideas, when there were
difficulties, the reproaches rained upon Father Freeric. Without stopping, they would cause

him heartaches, to the point where it would seem necessary for him to add a justification to

the manuscript justcited, AO 00 OAAA OEEO 11 OA xEAOA OEA AO
prudence, his spirit of dedience and his apostolic sensitivity are evidentNote the humility in

the use of the third person.

Father Custodial Vicar, accused of having acted imprudentlyiiging the Consul of France to

reopen negotiations regarding the expansion of the churdiBethlehem, declared and continues

to declare that in so doing, he acted solely for the glory of God and the salvation of Beutkbes

not believe he acted too hastily, and he had several meetings with His Excellency the Patriarch,

who always told hmO& AOEAO ) xEOEh ) xAT O Ui 6h ET All A
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of the cult, for the needs of the parish, etc. dtcthe church of Bethleherhater, His Excellency
said:O! O A O (11U 3AOEI Oh xA xEI1T OAA 1 AOAO8S

And later, His Excellen) AEA O! £O0AO " AOEI AEAIi A (T1TU 3AO0EI O
a new urging on the part ofthe Vica® (1 1 U 3 AOET O xEI 1 AA 1T A@0 £l (
difficulties. 4 EA (T 1 U |, AT A AAT AAAl xE OEBinée@heded @al A u >
not as great for the Convent of the Holy Savior, as in the public and the Latin parish,

Father Custodial Vicar believed he was doing a meritorious job before God, by actingdad he

with the full authorization of his first Superior, the Most Reeaid Father Custodian.

h
Ol

Guided by such motives, what activity would the Servant of God unleadn?1880 alone, he
would make more than forty trips from Jerusalem to Bethlehem on foot, and returning every
other day.For example during the month of April, wiere he celebrated Mass in Bethlehem on
the 2,5,9,from the 12 to the 17", and the 19 to the 30" of April, then May 4 and 5, 10 to

the 15, from the 18" to the 25 and the 32t of May.He did nothing without personally
consulting the Most ReverendCustodial Father, as he attended to the most minute details and
anticipated the every possible difficulty.

He not only oversaw and directed the work, but he himself worked, often during entire nights,

keeping abreast of everything, absolutely everythingiVhen it came to the foundations, he

went down underground where he had to crawl on his stomachdere is evidence taken from

the manuscript of Bethlehem) | UOAIT £ OAx A [ OOEI AOGAA AT @ ET ¢«
the sacristan and | went into the areand examined the area at our leisure in January 1880e

carefully removed an inscriptiorBeing unaccustomed to the characters on the inscriptions, we

had it translated and found that it was simply an epitaptWe measured the height of the
passagewayTheVenerable Discretionary remains informed of everything and we did not omit

anything to the disappointment of these poor religioughe mason, Brother John, helped us to

xAll EO ET xEOE AAIi AT 08 4EEO OWedsovokéinthe OANOE
AAUOCEIAKBODAT T U EO EO ££O0I IBrotheEJoAndahdd, helpkedbly o goodA O A x |
x| OEAOOh OOAOOAA OEA Adubskdudnttya adbireséet tvdvadrddtd thel D AT
-1 00 2A0A0AT A AT A O1 OE Arusaleddndtkat shrele@@rig8 ) OAO
Agbl AET AA A OA OUOEEHeg plad,iwhich @8aretattiallyy EarnBng 8ut, was

done the same weeldt the next meeting, Father Vicar communicated a short report on the new

plan to the Discretionary which approve OT AT Ei T OO1 U xEOE OEA A@GAADC
wanted to visit myselfThey made it difficultlt is not prudent, etcHowever, nothing was easier

() I went down by the seat of my pants on a simple piece of board attached to a rope which two
workers lowered slowly with a hoist During the month of July, with the approval of the Most

Reverend Custodial Father, Father Custodial Vicar made a private visit to Anthimos, the Greek
"EOEI B | £ FatdeOviichr ArEaAticigation of any misunderstandingsyadys met

privately with the Greek patriarch of Jerusalem.

The difficulties were caused by an underground full of caverns, grottoes, cisterns, old walls

etc.,and the famous Status Quo , requiring that nothing be changé&kcause of this, the first

plan had to be abandoned and a new plan made without delayhe antagonistic surveillance

by the schismatic Greeks also created problem3udging from page 7 of the manuscript:

I OT OTA 6 TO 0 T6AITTAER x 1 O ¢ AEE(erfathitheAOT OT A
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"AOEI EAA AT A OAx OO xI OEET C8 4EAOA AEEI AOAT b
was filled with people; Greek monks, seculars, pilgrims,let@i OT A vt T 86AI T AE T OC
AAT A O1 OAIT1T 1T A Owéréddeburople dith heOMudinwhoaleady dedt a

soldier to stop the workl sent him awayThe Mudir then asked to enter amiably with the Greeks

to see what you are doing, | refused hiNow they have telegraphed Jerusalem and accuse you of
digging under thA " A O Eath& Arddgric wrote to the Custodian and left for Jerusalem, to

explain what happenedHe was certain His Excellence the Governor General (the Pacha) and

the Consul would go to Bethlehem to examine the Sitee Pasha told me formally, that

essentially, the accusation of the Greekss&d# EA , AOET O AOA AECCEIT ¢ OfT ¢
replied and made known to all that we were not doing any secret work because we were doing it

in full daylight, and the Greeks watched us at their leisure frone tierrace above and could see

00 PAOEAAOI U xAll x1 OEET ¢ AO OEAEO Z#AAOR OEAO
the most ridiculously absurd rumor spread through Bethlehem that we had discovénedeal

grotto. (One individual went so faas to enthusiastically kiss the arm of Nivin (the mason) and

"0l OEAO *T ETh OAUET C O" AAOT OIE AEA AOAOA OEO
Holy Site)7 A &£ 01T A OEA OAAI OOAAOOOA AOTI OCEO AU OE/
Armenians had hidden at the time of the persecutioMe claimed our rightful part, a quarter of

EOS8

Here come the Pasha and the Congidter a conversation vth us, the former went down tthe
Greeks to hear their complaint¥isibly confused, Anthimos, Bighof Bethlehem, blamei all

on his monksHe was absent on the ¥™of February.They complained that this newonstruction
came too close to the Basilica, but not a word about the new grotto, the mdtvéhe real
accusation. That astounded the Pashad he was displeasedogether, the Pacha

and the Consul then came to our terrad@he Consul had had lunch with ug).only took afew
minutes to know what transpiredThe Pasha shrugged his shoulders and there was no further
question of hidden excavains or snooping under the Basilica.

The Pacha asked us about our pldn.the interim the Greeks exhibited the Firman of 1852

(which was never recognized by France) and which puts the two gardens at the archit of the

Basilica, that of the Greeks and oynsnder the Status Qudhe Councilor askedd & A O oA O h
wantto presschargesP A ET 1T x OEA 1T ACi OEAOEI T O welOE OEA (E
expressed the desire to continue without delay, deciding that we would not touch the St. Jerome
gardenwithout prejudging in any way the question of the Status Quo of the gardens, that is

without declaring ourselves either for or against. EAOA £ OAh OEA #1 01 AEI T O
interpreter Mr. Krighir and in his presence and that of The Most Reverenst@iian, Rev. Father

, ATT 0AOOAIi h &OATAE AEOAOAAOR AT A )Yh AT A OT1A
that the Fathers will build on their land and neither I, nor His Excellence, nor the Greeks, nor

anyone will have the right to oppose it understand that no one will incite in any way

xEAOOI AOAO OEA EAOA Odihddquestion was sttled, it Wdd fnfe toRllad OE Al
Opb A TAx PI AT xEOET OO0 AAI AU

Notice to what extent the Status Quo is respected, even for the sites that aretagrly not

specific.Also note the constant embarrassment that is caused, the Greeks being more
powerful before the Sultan in Constantinople than the protector Nation herself.
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Father Custodial Vicar had not seen the last of these incidences, as we reath&"ANNALS OF
OUR LADY OF SION, March 1880, p.Ctearly, the Greeks are seeking to counteract the
progressof the work under one pretext or anotheBut they had better behave, Rev. Father
Frederic knewhow to meet them head to head, and despite the ioigability of the matter in the
times in which we live, truth will prevailBut at the cost of what studies, what nagging, what
methods, what sacrificelLet us also say, at the price of what ardent supplications to God
xET T EA xAT OO0 O ¢il OEAUS

Father Frederic, in his famous manuscript, described in detailed lists all the work that was
donefrom February 14 through July 31, 1880He give the detailed cubic measurement of the
demolition at the construction site; 3,000 cubic meters of excavated material féne
foundations, and the removal of earth and stond:ong, difficult and expensive work, the lack of
space resultingin the demolition piece by piece, using wicker baskets to transport stones on

i AT 80 AAAE O lhe dadh andAiéblisacragd thét&ake. He further details the cubic
measurement of the masonry foundations and the old and new materials used, for a total of
750 cubic meters of wall.

Finally, the cornerstone of the new churchwvas placed by the Most Reverend Father Custodian,
surroundedonly by the religious of the community, without singing, the prayers having been
recitedaloud the morning of May 11, 1880 around 8 a.m.

With legitimate pride, director of the project gave a very detailed¢ost summary.After the

AOAEOT OO Gexakiaatiol,ith® &stivate 0B0,000to 40,000 francs,in reality was only

15,361 francswhich included losses due to the exchange rate with Turkish money and a theft of
2000dollarsx EEAE OT T E DBl AAA ET &A Omhdtwas & deplokai@&@edof OT T 1|
ingratitude.

Simultaneously, Father Frederic oversaw the administration of the Custody in the absence of
the MostReverand Father Custodiamnd multiplied his trips to Bethlehem.Then to give him a
new challenge he celebrated Mass in Bethleheran the 3,6,7 and 15 of July, the 1,11,20, 23, 26
to 28 of August, the29th of September, the 9, 12, 14, 19, 20, 27 and 30 of October, and tte 4
to 6117 and 23 of November.

According to his correspondence, he was busy with the outside purchase armdbfication of
the necessary materialsSome of the letters or their replies were foundl point out the
interesting contents.

On March 31, 1880, tdirector of the Foundry and Forges of Pont Eveque in Vieteayrote:

In response to your honorable lettexf February 2%, Most Reverend Father Custodiavio is

the Superior General of the Custody for Franciscan Mission in the Holy Land, askedtetieytuu,
he regrets that due to unexpected circumstances, we cannot follow the first plan proposed

our construction project in Bethlehenin the new plan, the use of an iron framework is no longer
possible.

Nonetheless, we remain grateful, Mr. Director, of the information you gave us and which could be
OOAEOI I O EOOOOA AT 1 OOOOAOQETT 8
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On November 10, 1§80Most Reverer]d Father Custodian him§elf Wrotq tRev. Father Vigtor,A o
#1 11 EOQOEITAO T &£# OEA (11U , AT A ET 0AOEOh AOO O
request.

8 Tell us (1) the price per square meter of the quantity of glass requested by Fatlear Vi his
letter of September 28 for our church in Bethlehem(2) The price of lead by the sheet for the
roof z the thickness and the weight; (3) of red copper by the sheet for the zabé thickness and
the weight; (4) the cost per square meter ofdlgalvanized metal tiles for the roof, the thickness
and the weightWe would be grateful to receive by mail the prospectus and the current prices
AO0T I OEAOA OODPDPI EAOOS

On the 234 of the same month, an answer f[om Fathgr,Vi‘cteBernardin to Mgsg Re\{erend o )
Father Custodian saying) xEI 1 OAEA AAOA T £ &AOEACGhe# OOO01 AE /

On December 2, 1880 in a reply to the Cardinal Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of the
Propaganda explaining the various expenses which might appeaxcessiveMost Reverend
&AOEAO #0001 AEAT CEOAO A0 Adihddppga@ntlyekolbitanti OE E
OOAT OPT OOAOQGETT A@bAl OAOGHh ) 1060606 AAI1T O 9100
especially from TelAviv to Jerusalem are v high, to the point of almost doubling the purchase
price.For example, we had to import paving for the new church in Bethlehknbivorno,they

sold the marble tiles for 8 francs per square metArriving in Jerusalem, they cost 14 francs.

It is only after multiple inquiries that decisions are made regarding each purchasiost

2 AOAOAT A & A OE A O toiRév(FatheA\BchoiBérardin iA Padisidaied March 30,
1881 is further evidence:When in his letter of January 27 Rev. Father Vicar speko you

about the windows for Bethlehem, he had no other intention than to ask you a simple question
about adopting this type of ornamentatiorExpert in these matters, our architequst declared
formally that the style ofchurch, does not accept staingglass, and that simple panes are better
suited for this churchSoon, | hope to let you know the number that we will have definitely
chosen in the Gesta catalog, if divine Providence permits us to resume the work which was
suspended due to an absolute kaof resources.

The reader should note that these three latest letters are from Most Rev. Father Custodian of
the Holy Land and not from Rev. Father Frederidlonetheless, except for the second one
which we translated from lItalian, the others are writtenin French, which leads us to believe
they were written by Father Frederic himself, with the signature of MosRev. Father Guide de
Cortone,who arrived as Custodian on August 1, 1880.

Fortunately the Custodial Vicar attends to everything for the church iBethlehem.We have

two proofs. Since Father Frederic has already left Jerusalem to beg in France, the Most Rev.
&AOEAO #0001 AEAT xO1T OA O 2A08 &AORHA@th&| I 1 EQO
windows for the church in Bethlehem, please speak wslVRev. Father Frederic while he is in

Paris.He will give you the answer himseAnd, on the following July 18, Most Rev. Father

Custodian writes of his embarrassment to Rev. Father Frederic in Parigfrite to me at once to
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let me know if you have maaa decision and if you have ordered the paving of the new church in
BethlehemAll including Guillemot are convinced that the floor should be of Carrara marble.

Captain Guillemot is worried about the wood which he was instructed to order from M. Duisberg
Brech, in TelAviv and until now nothing has arrivedresterday | wrotg¢o TelAviv and received

a reply from M. Frederic Bieh saying he spoke to you, byu did not formally order the wood!
Courtesy of someone who was not in charge, sinGillemet wassupposed to attend to it!

Evidence thateverythingrestedi T & AOEAO & OA Ab<d EeAdieO Fatherladds: AAOOS
Because of all the orders that were placed, must be placed, or are incomplete, we are in total
confusion.To spare us the embarrassmentseems best that Your Paternity return as soon as

possible to Jerusalem.

We can easily perceive that because long distance correspondence is slow, all the ordering

could not be completed& OOOEAOh &AOEAO &OAAAOEAS8O OBRMIACA x
immediately at the decision of his SuperiorsWhere would he goaVhat were his orders?

What was the motive?These interesting questions are answered in the following documents.

FATHER FREDERIC, BEGGAR FOR BETHLEHEM

We know that in 1869. Emperor Franzloseph of Austria had promised 60,000 gold frandsr

the expansion of the church in Bethlehentowever, this promise would be executed with

great difficulty. On October 7, 1880 Most Rev. Father Guido de Cortone wrote to Most Rev.
Father Andrea Lupori in Rome: We are very embarrassed with regards the church in Bethlehem.
If the Emperor does not send us the money, we must stop construdtfear that the delay in
sending themoney is caused by the negligence or rather the malevolence of the Austrian Consul
in JerusalemCount CabogaSeveral days ago, Father Custodial Vigaroof that it is always he

who attendedto the diplomatic issues)asked him for the result of our appedile replied that

he had been callelly the Austrian Ambassador in Constantinopleguesting status of the new
church of Bethlehem and the actual construction could resolve some question with the
Schismatic Greeks because thastrian Government wanted to be completely distanced from it.
Finally, he added that the Franciscamsthe( I I U , AT A EAA T EITETT O AT A
OEA %l PAOIROGE © IOEIAA & gfdai@ie & Someitiyleland | know he is
capable of it.

The following December 29, the Custodian expresses similar worries to his Eminence the
Prefect d the Propagation:| fear that the construction of the church in Bethlehem,

recommended by the Holy Congregation of the Propagation and by Msgr. Patriarch is sufficiently
advanced so it does not depletige reserves of the Holy Land, given that until nove Wwave

received no reply from Vienngegarding the promise of 60,000 francs made by the Emperor in
1869.

OnDecember82 A08 &AOEAO xO1T OA O -100 2A68 &AOEAO
France:We are in a sad situation with regards financeorOEA 1 AOO Ox1 UAAOON
anything from America, and what is actually happening in France and Belgium causes us to fear

a severe reduction in donations which we usually receiveun these two countriesOur
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resources are vastly reduced, and akeeady have great difficulty irmeeting our most basic
expenses.

By the same token, certain dioceses no longer sent the results of their collections for the Holy
Sites to theCustody of the Holy Land, accordintp the formal wishes of the Holy FathersWe
found one such proofamong many others, because it is related to Father FrederMost Rev.
Father Gaudenzio de MatelicaZustodian who on February 25, 1880 wrote to Father Victer
Bernardin in Paris:For the sum of 1600 francs from the Diocese of Ag\. Father Custodial
Vicar will write to you and communicatéo you the reply from Msgr. the Patriarch in this regard
(See also:Letter from Cardinal Simeoni, Prefecbf the Holy Congregation of the Propagation
to Most Rev. Father Custodian, July 30, 1883erecalls that the Sacred Congregation of the
Sacred Office reaffirms the existence of ecclesiastical sanctions against those who keep the
collections destined for the Holy Sites, or divert them to other uses.

Item: Letter from Most Rev. Father Custodin to Cardinao Simeoni, September 17, 1881 where

ater AAET T x1 AACET ¢ OEA CiiT A OAOGOI 600 T £ &AOEAO 00
that the different Bishops of France, including the Prelates of Avignon, Besancon, Moulins,

Tarbes and Rouerwho responded to Rev. Father Commissioner in Paris that instead of

sending the donations from their dioceses to the Custodian of the Holy Land, they sent them

to the White Fathers at the Seminary of St. Anne derusalem.

Item: Letter from the same Prefect oftie Holy Propagation to Most Rev. Father Custodian

January4p ¢ OT O1 AO EEI ETT1x EA AOGEAA OEA ! Pl O00I
Bishops of Francehey encourage the Work of the Holy Land and to be sure that all the

returns from the collections beforwarded entirely to Father Commissioner of the Holy Land

ET O0OAOEOS84d

&OOOEAOh A AAT EAO ET *AOOOAI Ai 1T AI AA &OOOECAO
10,000 francs deposited in the bank by his Eminence Cardinal Barnabo, on September 21,

1872 for the construction of the new church in Bethleheminstead of depositing the amount,

and paying interest,Frutiger wanted to sell the Custody & | OOA OEAO @G&thaEAT 6 O
letters of Most. Rev. Fathe€ustodian to Most Rev. Father Anacletd &anfelice, o.f.m.

provincial minister in Rome, dated Augus®0, 1878 and his Eminence Prefect of the

Propagation December 2, 1880.)

Unfortunately, March 1, 1881 the Custodian wrote to Beirut Syria, to his General in RorRev.
Father Custodial VicafFather Frederic) writes that the account of the Holy Land is absolutely
empty.If this is so, where can we borrow the monéltte letter from Father Frederic to his

Superior is the result of the February 21, 1991 meeting of the Discretionary Council of the

Holy Land..Here is asummary: Rev. Father Frederic presidirat the reunion of the

Discretionary in the absence of Rev. Father Custodian recommended suspending the work on the
church in Bethlehem due to insufficient stone to continue the constructinom his side, Rev.

Father Procurator advised the Discretionary that there was no more money available in the
account.
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The proposal is accepted and Father Vicar is charged with alerting Rev. Father Guardian in
Bethlehemand recommendinghat he purchase theaecessary materials and alert Rev. Father
Commissionem Paris that Rev. Father Procurator will send him a letter of deposit for 20,000
francs and ifhe is not ina position to dispose of this sum, to let him know.

What to do in such financial straits?f it was just a matter of those two pointsBut the
these strict and mortified religious in charge and responsible€ould they stop before all
resources wereexhausted?n His unfathomable and admirable plan, God wanted to bring
Father Frederic to CanadaFirst, Godinspired the Superior of the Holy CustodyLet us

AT 1T OET OA CiEITC OEOI O6CE OEA Al AOi A1 008

March 21, 1881 Venerable Discretionary of the Holy Land daa meeting. . The secretary of the
AOOAIT Al UG O @nvkrbthe®tl laokioAdaratihns in the Holy Land account, and since

OEA OAOI OOAAO &EOI i #7111 EOOAOEAOO AOA ET OOEEEA
Most Rev. Father Custodiaeecommends Rev. Father Custodial Vicar goes to France to take up a
special collection, and Most Rev. Father Procurator goes to Spain to obtain the funds designated

for the Work of the Holy Landl'his proposal was unanimously accepted and Most Rev. Father

Cuwstodian wrote to Most. Rev. Father General to obtain the necessary permissions.

Let us listen to the filial request of the Successor of Saint Franclerusalem, March 22, 1881.
Most Reverend FathdBernardin of Portogruaro).

Just returning toJerusalem, | find the finances of the Custody in an alarming siéighout

future revenues, numerous urgent needs in the different parts of the mission, a debt of several
thousand francsalready spent for current needs, we have only one thousand five rethffancs

in the account today.

Hoping that His Majesty the Emperor of Austria would expedite at least 60,000 francs for the
advancedconstruction in Bethlehem, the administration of the Holy Land advanced around
50,000 francs taontinue the work Howe\er, to my great surprise and keen disappointment, |
just received the officiahews through the intermediary of the Imperial Council of
Austria/Hungary in Jerusalem, that Hislajesty would give only 20,000 per yedirwould take

six years to receive thenéire amount promised for both the churches of Bethlehem and
Jerusalem.

With this news, Your Most Reverend Paternity can see the impasse in which the Custody finds
itself. All the projects we started will feel the impadEmbarrassed, | submit the followg idea
for your Most2 AOAOAT A 0AOAOT EOQUSO APDPOI OAI ¢

That Father Custodial Vicar could leave for France to collect donations for the Holy Land and
through preaching, he woulgresent to the people, the needs of the Holy Custody in general, and
in particular the needs of the Shrines, atite need to help the poor, the parishes, gwhoolsetc.

etc.
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The Consul of France in Jerusalem promised to write to his Government to strongly endorse our
request.

Father Procurator for the Holy Land can leave f8pain to obtain from Madrid some
extraordinary help for the Pious Cause ldbly Land MissionHlis stay there could serve to

combat several prejudice® DOAAA AU OEA 3PATEOE #11 001 6AONO.

Religious At the same time, Father Vicand Father Procurator could go to Ronfer specific
instructions.

| brought this project to the Venerable Discretionary, and not only was it approved, but it was
recognized as a unique means of getting out of the present financial ctipiay that Yaur Most
Reverent Paternity gives me your opinion on this project, even telegraph me, to httsten
departure of the above mentioned religious.

Further, we could also serféather Isaiah de Scanno to the United States, with the same goal.
havenot® AOOT T AT 1T U 1 AO OEEO 0 OEAOCCHuIBeliede Ypur AAT 6 O
Paternity knows him, and that is why | leave it to your judgment.

)y AAT 60 OPAAE Ofhe hodt Bavds AsAVive day 00né Ehanil ghzPated, and
| haveto rush this to the courier.

| ask your humble seraphiBenedicion, and with the most profound respect, | come to the
signature.

To Your Most Reverend Paternity, most humble and obedient son and servant.
Fr. Guide, Custodian of the Holy Land

The 13 April, the Custody thanks the General for his approvahd on the 14", the General
confirms his message and gives his reasons for not sending Father Isaiah to the United States.
The 27" of April, Ash Wednesday the two Religious set outhey sleptin Tel-Aviv and

boarded the boat thenext day.May 2 and 3 they celebrated Mass at St. Catherine in
Alexandria.On the 7" they arrived in Naples, and were in Rome on the ¥ They both carried
letters from the Most Reverend Father Custodian, addressea the Minister General of the
Franciscans and to the Prefect of the PropagatioBecause the latter had special praise for
Father Frederic, it is worth quoting:

Eminent Prince (S.J. Cardinal Simeoni)

| make it my duty to make known to Your ReverendiBance that Reverend Fathers Custodial
Vicar and Procurator for the Holy Land left for Rome this morningth the knowledge and
permission of the Reverend Father Minister General of the Order.

This departure is the result of the extreme necessity in whlat administration of the Holy

Custody findstself. The needs constantly increase while the means and the donations visibly
diminish from day today.In face of the present which afflicts me, and a future which menaces us,
| found a better way to at leasmeet the expenses imposed on us, that is to send Father Custodial

O/
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Vicar, Religious with a solid piety to France, aRdther Procurator General of the Holy Land to
Spain.The former could appeal to the public charity for thdoly Sites and this Mission.

The second can do what is possible to obtain for the Pious Work of the Holy Land in Madrid
according to the conditions prescribed by the Holy Congregation for the Propagation.

| know very well that, in face of the many needs of the catholic works througltlee world, it is
not anopportune time to beglt is also true, and history guarantees it, that the greater the
needs, the greater and unlimited is Christian charity.

| hope and dare appeal to Your Eminence to grant to these Fathers your protediati, in
Rome ancelsewhere, so they can succeed with this task , lagigle Your Eminence my most
sincere anticipated thanks.

Kissing with profound respect, the hem of Your sacred Purple, and | ask your Holy Benediction,
and reaffirmation from Your Most Bverend Eminence’our most humble, obedient and most
respectful servant and subject.
Father Guido de Cortone,
Custodian of the Holy Land

Speaking of Father Frederic to Most Reverend Father General, the Custodialted hima
conscientiousnan from whom you can learn how things are going in the Holy Land, and to
whom | would be happyf you would answer questions regarding the good of peace.

7A EAOA 11 AAOAEI O T £#/ OEA 3 A OV@ Anly@now that in Padsd O OT
he gavea conference in the chapel of the Poor Clares, he preached at Isle Saint Louis, at St.

Nicholas of the Fields, at Our Lady of Loreto (we have a portion of his text), to the Sisters of

Holy Cross, and in Chartres.

Judging from a letter of Most Rev. Fatheustodian to the Prefect for the Holy Propagation

dated June 20, 1881, the results were dismadlsincerely thank Your Eminence for the kindness

of your letters of recommendation which accompanied in France and Spain the Reverend

Fathers Vicar and Procurar of the Holy Land, sent to collect alms for our mission which is in

dire need.The former writes that, due to the circumstances in his country, he can hope for little

or nothing and perhaps he can soon return to Jerusalem without favorable resdlsvever, he

AEAT 60 xAOOA EEO OEiIi A OET AA EA AEAT 80 AOAT OA
from his grand-niece Mrs. Lawrence Cloderee of Ghyvelde, in 1922.

The Cardinal Prefect of the Propagation explained the reasaluly 30, 1881 he repkd to Rev.

Father Custodian:After thanking God that Rev. Father Procurator of the Holy Land had

obtained 25,000 fromthe Government, 20,000 from the King and 500 from the Child Isabelle

of Spain, he addedThe journeyi £ & AOEAO 6 EAAOinkrdncel) &0 OAB AEBAOLEDE
that a spirit hostile to Ecclesiastical Institutions prevaill.is useless to hope for any good at this

O E | Yot see it is not suitable for our Sacred Congregation to do more at this time.

Fortunately, Canada would surpassrnce in thisinstance( | x AOAOh xA AAT 80 AA
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Father Frederic met Father Leon Provencher, pastor of C&ouge near Quebec, in Paris, or

how the latter engaged the beggato come immediately to Canadarhis will be the object of

another study.lt is clear that the construction of the church in Bethlehem caused the voyage

of Father Frederic to France where he spent June and July, and then arrive€anada on

1 OCOOO0 ¢th puyywp AO pHisvdydgdforihdworkEdf thelHehLandi OT ET C 8
would be immediately successful as well as in tHature. He would only passed through, with

great renown for holiness and miraclesHe would leave April 30 1882, to return to Palestine

on June 23rdand to Jerusalem oduly 11" in great pain..

, A O6 O to@Atidebean with him, where he hastened to thank the Infant Jesusctually, on
July 26h, he wrote to Father Provencherl had the consolation to come on foot to Bethlehem
last Sunday (July 24) where | celebrated Holy Mass at the Manger altar of the€el'Kiegs,
especially forall your intentions, for your entire family and for all who are dear to you.

He returned to celebrate a solemn Mass of Saint Louis, King of France on August 25tan,
on November 239 | he announced to Rev. Father Cazeau, Jes@iMontreal: Joyfully, our
church of Bethlehem is finishetle was happy to see this great work complete¢ie had put his
heart and strength into it, and it caused him a lot ajrief.

However he was not finished begging in its behalfay 17, 1885, he expessed great pleasure
to Father Guardian of Bethlehem , that the great French Pilgrimage of Penance donated to
Bethlehemtwo large statues of Saint Joseph and Saint Catherine for the main altar and a
window representing the mystery of the Three Kings.

February 25, 1886, he announced to himMost Reverend Father Marie de Brest (Commissioner

of the Holy Land in Paris) wrote that the two paintings for the church in Bethlehem are
completedand are very beautifulHe asks if you have received the candelabratfe altar of the
ThreeKings and if you are happy with therRlease kindly answer me on this subject so that |

can writeto him next Wednesdays T 1 6 O OEA AT T AQOEI T O AO xAl1 AO

He adds:l think Rev. Father Custodian would satisfied with the work on the St. Jerome
Oratory and that you talked about the campanilélere we are in favor of this project.

And again:On the occasion of the visit of His Excellence the Pacha, | spoke to him openly about
your idea relative to thecentral squareHe answered med) OEI OCEO AAI OO EO A]
ET xAOAO OET AA EO EO A NOAOOEITT 1T &£ OAIECEITh x.

By way of a postscript: At the first opportunity you will receive a visit from Mr. Bonfils,
photographerfrom Beirut, friend of the Holy LandRev. Father Jerome will bring him to
Bethlehem tgphotograph the paintings and the statue of St. Jerorn@ant to thank you in
advance of the warm welcome you will give this fine gentlemiather Frederic had no doubt
requestedhis services tohave some photographs to illustrate the articles that he sent to
France and to the United States.

4EAOA DPOAI EAAOETT Oh AlT1TC xEO
and His dear country of Palestindt would solicEO OEA AA
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Franciscans can continugheir work of salvation in the Holy Land and the care of the
Sanctuaries against the impiety of the Schismatics.

FATHER FREDERIC, DEFENDER OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHURCH IN BETHLEHEM

Rememberthe magnitude of the diplomatic incident caused by the Schismatic Greeks at the

first excavations for the construction of the church of BethlehenThis incident caused the

Franciscan Superiors, the French Consul, and the Pacha of Jerusalem to come toithersis

was notthe only occasion4 EA O!' T T AT O 1T £ 1 060 , AAU 1T £ 3EIT06 $
it up in the following sentence where the great virtues of Father Frederic, in charge of this

work are summarized:This is a time of great activity forite Franciscan CustodVe rejoice

that the Christian souls and the true friends of the Fathers in Holy Land, Bethlehem and

Jerusalem, will setheir new parochial churches builinsurmountable obstacles were hurled at

these projectskinally, through strength, patience and magnanimity, the obstacles disappeared

and the two edifices, so urgently needed, would be completed.

Returned from Canada on August 1, 1882 Father Frederic wrote to Fathierovencher,pastor

of CapRouge:l will never cease to repeat tpou that tribulation is the daily bread of the

children of Saint Francisand we must accept them asnew benediction from Godllness was

oneof OEA 3 AOO0OAT O T £ ' |Feldary Z1OLBRSH Be sQeakE th Bdth&rOET T O 8
Provencher in passingl am writing to you from my bed where | have been for almost four
weeks, due to a serious indispositi@ince my major illness in Canada, | only have languishing
health which | think | will drag to the graveMay the Holy Will of God be dondbwever by
Septemter 24th, 1884 he pleaded with Rev. Father General to deny the resignation of the
Custody. He happily announcesvly health is very well recovered, thank God, and | am ready,

Al xAUO xEOE 'TAG60 EAI bh O OAODfbrithdgldyoiiGed Of
and the good of souls.

-_

But this spurt is often contradicted, since he confides to Father Provencher on November 8,
1885: Manyimportant works are actually being preparedlhe rigors alone of the Ottoman
administration slowsthe progress Wehope that this is a temporary state of things, and soon the
catholic works willcontinue to grow as they have done recent years, for the greater glory of
God and the good of souls.

However, the horizon is menacingEor a long time we are surrounded hetby the noises of war.

We sedhe Turks arm themselves with strength and perseverar@enultaneouslythe great

powers seem ttold the small states in abeyance and they do not abdicate warlike pretentions.

How will it all end?Godalone knows(To Fr. Povencher, March 17, 18864 EAO Al AOT1 60 O
the enthusiasm, He continuesor us, we work ceaselessly for the extension of all the catholic

works.

Among the works in Bethlehem, there is the furnishing of the Pharmacy, the expansion of the

Latin cemetery,the care of a certain stablevhich will provoke new incidents with the

Schismatic Greekst A AT 160 EAOA Ail OEA AAOAEI O | £ OEAO
Father Frederic to Rev. Father Custodian, dated December 30, 1886 from Bethleh&vithout
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th EO xT1 180 AA Al AAO Oi OEA OAAAAOO 110 EAITEIE
show the intentions of the antagonists and the prudent firmness of the overseer of the work.
We give as documentation a typical example:

Yesterday mornindd OT OT A 0 T & AQH AA Eohiktdt e enmd Ahe Mddir of
Bethlehem accompanied by his secretary and the Turkish interpreter for the Greek convent of
Bethlehem, were measuring outside the stables in question.

The Greek interpreter wanted to takcomparable measurements inside these satables
(property of the Holy Land)Our interpreter, Pascuale, of Jerusalem formally opposedhe
opposing party did not insist. This job completed, the Modir set to the auxiliary work which we
started preci®ly yesterdaymorning for the furnishing of the new Pharmacy and the consultation
room for the sick of the Latin NatiorHe went through the interior of the first room through the
new door, already broken througthe north facade of the Casa Nova and whistat the ramp
leading to the entrance of our convent.

There, in a most ridiculous voice implying great authority, the Modir called the Greek interpreter

and invited to enter after him, sayingdd# 1 | A AT A A@AI ET A xEAO OEA , A
youd T60 EAOA AT U TAEAAQEIT O O 1 AEA Of1 oirA &l O
interpreter opposed the entering of the Greek interpreter into the area where the masons were
working, despite the insolent insistence of the Mudiho certainly undestood that the work was
OAEET ¢ bi AAA AT OEOAT U ET OEA ET OAOET O 1T £ 1060
invited by the Mudir AOAEAOA ADPDPOI AAEAAh AQOOThE@reeREAT 6O | /
interpreter kept a rigorous distance andhedidd O AT i A ET 01 OEA #11 OA1 O

The rest of the day passed very quiellye placed a night guard to watch over Bed Essol{#me

OOAAT AO ET NOAOOEIT T qh AT A (AtEQhe edrynbudathd AAOx A
time | quickly send you aew report, Reverend Fathewe are assured that nothing new

transpired to disturb the area of the door and the Status Quo remains.

After havingZEET EOE A A UA OO LonmbuGeetexryiBOEEssAl@n, I@& dome

clarifications about the ineOEAO ) AEAT 80 O1 AAOOOAT RevOFatheh OE OA
Furner (author of account), in reporting the fact, sought to prove the incontestable right of
DAOOACA O OEA #1i1i111 #Ai AOAOU ET OEEO xAud O
saidCemetery, called BeHssoltan, a place which is their property since antiquity as proven by

the documents which are located at the Procurement of the Holy Land in Jerusalem, and because

a door to the BeeEssoltasite which is their property, is locateat the above mentioned door of

#1 1 OAT 0886

| will study the precise location of this first door, with all the prudence required by such research,
and if Your Paternity would, on your side, have a search done by Document Procurer to prove
that BedEssoltan is the property of the Holy Land.

Once these documents are found, we will remain firm in the unchangeable limits of our Rifjhts.
they want to pursue the matter, this will force the Greeks to act as if they were pushed tcado it
with the question othe Cisterns of Davidt will be up to them and not to us to prove their rights.
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| remain, Reverend Father, your most humble and most submitte@um Lord,
FR. Frederic, V.C.

If we want an ideawhat was necessary to settle thAquestion mﬂAeanAing the stable anAd Ehe A
shedof BedEssoltan.. T x xA xEI 1 O1 AAOOOAT A A 1 EOGerd xEAO
is summary,from the JOURNAL OF FATHER CUSTODIAN:

January 2, 1887 Hassan Bey returned with the Greek architect to Bethleh&ather Custodian
CustodialVicar to the French Consul who, returning from the Pacha, told them the Greeks

pleaded with him to permit them to clean the local stable, etlvise they were afraid that there

would be some disorder for the Epipharfyather Custodial Vicar left for Bethlehem at 5:15

I 8A1 T AE O Al AOE AU GeEKA hall dséi@nk Sable dreviAusiy, &nld ©or hewE OE .
many years.

January 3at 7:451 6 Al 1 AE & AOEAO 6EAAO HWngs asanOMath AA  AEOIT
regardsthe local question of Be#O Ol | OAT 8 Therdi®nothikgQe&nQegarding
BethlehemThey say the Pacha should have answered the CoWgellknow the reply tomorrow.

Januay4z! O o6dxt T O86AIT T AE OEA #11001 AT i AO OiF OAIlI
6 T86ATTAE O wvudgxt 1 6AITTAE EA EAA AT OOAODITAA.
recognizethe Status Quo over the stable at Bethlehem and fearediitte if he did not permit

themto clean it. The Ambassador insisted on the Status QUite Pacha begged the Consul to ask

the opinion of the Latin PatriarchThe Consul and the Custodian went to the Patriarch. The

Patriarch said it was reasonable tmaintain the Status Quo and to not relinquish to violence.

7A AT 160 ET I xBuEd the sam® IJOVRNMA BRBFATHER CUSTODIAN there is

another Episode.This time it is the Schismatic Armenians who are on the scene, as well as

Father Frederic. It is January 28, 1887.From the Moukre:Father Custodial Vicar wrote from
BethlehemThat yesterday the 2%, the Armenians removed the picturaf St. George and in its

place, put up aigger and nicer on@f Our Lord Jesus Chridthe Greeks protested againsteh
ArmeniansFather# OOOT AEAT 6 EAAO AT AOT 60 OEETE EOOOA O
the Latins.| think he iswrong.

A noon Bisciara Effendi came with a letter from the French Consul with a letter for Father

Guardian inBethlehem, in whib he asks him to get involved in the disagreement between the

Greeks and the Armeniares representative of the Latin party, with regards the pictulgsciara

wassent to Bethlehem by the Pacha, to put together a commisdiame Greek, one Armenian

and the Guardian to settle the matteFather Custodian read the letter from the Consul to the

Guardian and wrote to the latter, sending a little note to Father Custodial Vicar disapprovirey

1 AOOAOG O EOACi AT O OEAO OEEO xAO T &£ 11 EI BI OOA

In all the difficult questions, Father Custodial Vicar waited until orders were carried out to the
letter. He did not fear intervening personally,as he did in the following letter dated November

Z A N N~ A s oA

12,1887) AT 160 ET T x AGAAOI U xEWAthe cdnieterQd Bethigi@m.i T x A
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Reverend Fathe(Guardian in Bethlehem)
We received good news from Constantinople, as Rev. Father Michael, the Discreet will personally
tell you.

Rev. Father Procurator just told me, Dear Father, that you were relatively@yed with the
construction at the Cemeteryrev. Father Custodial President said more formally that as soon as
brother Benedict had finished his dividingall and Salamee had finished the vault, without
putting the Columnson the terrace, but a simple iromork the work would stop at the Cemetery.

After discussion with Rev. Father Procurator, | will come myself to Bethlehem on Monday
afternoon (perhaps by noontime, but that is not certain), and would you please accompany me to
the Cemetery and we witkesolve together this matter on location.

| would be happy if Rev. Father Michael (Discreet) remained in Bethlehem until my arrival:
please ask him to grant me this pleasure.

AEAOABO AT 1T OEAO AgAi Pl A 1T &£ OEA [EEOkihtdligefde. B OT T .
He will

come; but at the same time he assureke presence of another Council membeWith the .
opinion of this one and the Guardian, the decision willbe solidd/ i T A OOET Oi DBAOAEA.

The Pilgrims of Bethlehem frequently amuse themselvaggarding the famous question of the

I O AT E AT Ratber Frel®iOwdas also involvedin 1814 the Schismatic Armenians
forcefully took a corner of the left transept of the Basilica of the Nativity which the Greeks had
taken away from the Latins.This no longer preserves the right of passage in the Basilica and
this right is not exercised in the same left transepSo, the Armenians, to establish their rights
spread some mats on the pavemenBut, being ambitious, they continuously lengthened these
mats and carpets, in such a way as to enlarge their right of propertyhey even had the
intention of preventing the passage of the Latins.

At least that is what is indicated in the following note in the JOURNAL OF THE CUSTODIAN:

May 22, 1887 The Armenians bBethlehem lengthened their mats to block passaiye. protest

followed. The Ambassador counseled cutting the mats every time the Armenians became

ambitious. The following September 4': Father Custodial Vicar is called by the Consul on the
questionof themats.4 EA 0 AAEA OAAT Cl1 EUAAOI §OT 6GBCEAQAE/ DERA]
Lievin,Crescence and Vite are sent to cut the m&st we see with what persistence the
Armeniansrenew their efforts, hoping to succeed from one day to the nexAlso constant

surveillance is necessary. We will see other examples in the Mutual Agreement , drawn up by

Father Fredericln all honesty, it is a testament of the prudence, dedication and the pacifism of

our Servant of God.

&AOEAO &OAAAOEAS O OimQtitudeoAlidle fighdsib&weEnit® Rifes tha) OE A
make up the Holy Sites in BethlehenHHe was more conscious of conserving the secular rights

of the Catholic Church in its Holy Shrines, and by his studies of the official and private

documents and the minisule observationshe became the best informed Religious of the
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Custody.He wanted to bring his share for peace, the glory of God and the decoroffrthe
religious ceremonies.Since he had just completed the CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULZHER
LATIN / ORTHODOX@QEXISTANCE MUTUAL AGREEMENT, to establish the rightsduties

of the different persuasions who share the Holy Basilica in Jerusalem (Greek, Armenian, Copt
and Syrian), he saw this as an opportunity to establish a similar catalog for the Basilica of
Bethlehem.He titled his manuscript: SANCTUARY OF BETHLEHEMATIN/ORTHODOX
COEXISTANCE MUTUAL AGREEMENB87.

This precious Document contains 65 pages of text and to this day, serves as the norm to
resolve all subsequent difficulties and for all theeremonies of the cultFather Frederic
personally wrote two copies, which we will publish in the third part of this volume, and
corrected a third one.For this task,he is to be commendedbecause prior to him, no one
dreamed of a similar codification, omwould have dared take on such a task due to the
inextricable difficulties. They followed an oral tradition. He took onthis huge and important
work, by dedicating his days to observation, and his nights to documentatioNo detail was
left out. The readercan verify this assertion by studying the regulations himself. In a few
specific passagesye only point out the impieties of the Schismatics and summarize this
patient work.

There is question of the opening of the door called Joinvill&dhe Latins havehe right to leave
this door open at will day and night-or the sake of harmony, he indicates the ordinary times of
I PATET C AT A AlTl OET C8

In the thickness of the wall where the Joinville door opens, the Latins alone have the rightto
sweepand if fromtmA O1T OEIi A OEA ' O ATEAT O AOOAI PO O A

From the first semicircular landing at the bottom of the 5 top steps (at the entrance of the
Grotto), sweeping belongs exclusively to the Latifishe Armenians attempt from time toitne

s s o~ N - sz A s oA

to take this right from the Latinsi OO OAAOEOOAT 1 660 1T ABAO i1 AEA O

The Armenians have no right whatsoever to sweep here (in the Holy Grotto) and it is to the point
that if by accident one of their lamps falls, it is up to the Greekd tre Latins (whoever sees it o
AEOOOQq O1 Al AAT OEA pi AAARh AOGO 116 o617 OEA ' 01 .

It is because sweeping, like washing, establishes ownership in Palestil¢e clean what
belongs tous but not what belongs to the neighbor.

Three pages of the Regulationra dedicated to the tapistries which embellish the Grotto of the
Nativity. Each piece has its identification and is subject to some recommendatidxample:
The Greeks anthe Armenians will make every effort to control the right of inspection by
obliging us to tell them every time we touch this tapestry, either to change it, or to meretc.
The Latin Sacristan must absolutely not cede to the Greeks or the Armenians in this matter.

Two pages are dedicated to the paintings that adorn the Holy Grottdescription, location,
owner, dusting right, etc. Two other pages concern the 53 lamps which adorn the Sanctuary,
and one pagas related to the rights concerning the candelabra and a closet.
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A second part of the Regulation concerns the SANCTUARY SERVICEdinary days, Sundays
and ordinary Holy Days.The author notes the rights forthe celebration of Masses outside the
ordinary schedulea description of theGreek and Armenian Matinaith the specifics involved.
There is a lengthydiscussion of the muliple censing by the Schismatics and all the
precautions that the Latins must takeAnd Father Frederic notes all that applies to the masses
of each.lt really takes an expert to treat all the minutia of the schedule, the ornamentation, the
knowledge, thedelicacy and the surveillanceNo one but one accustomed to it could imagine
himself such a specialist!

/ITA AEAPOAO EO AT 1 OAAOAOAA OI OEA |, &AdRET 06 AAE
vestments,Amount of censing, posture, rights, etc. et&t the moment of our Procession, the

Sanctuary must bentirely free4 EEO , AOET 06 ®drgellyGhe Bi@ekriiedtdT EAAT A
i AEA 00 xAEO AU EAAPEI ¢ OEAEO DPEI COEiIi 68 |/ OO 3.
never condescend in this mattgr

&ET Al 1 Uh OEAOAB8O AT 1T OEAO AEAPOAO OACAOAEIT ¢ OE.
by each persuasion.

The third part of the Regulation is dedicated to SPECIAL CEREMONIES during the year, in the
Sanctuary.The Latin Epiphany, which coinaes with the Schismastic Christmasolemn

entrances,first Vespers, Matins, the Masses of each Rite, the Processidins. 36 consecutive

hours of ceremonies

to carry out and watch for the usage of censing, the candles, the rug, the passa@jesvery

moment, theauthor notes: Our Sacristan must be viglanOEA ' OAAEO OOU Ol 88 ¢
AOOAI PO Ol 88

Also note:The palms of the Greeks and the Armenians; their Easter; their Sunday in Alltre o
celebration of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, of StAT OCA8 4EA |, AOET 08 #EO
everything it entails, andthe feast of St. John the Evangelist.

There is another chapter for specific ceremonies, such as the first Reception of the Patriarch,
of ReligiousSuperiors, of Consuls, processions of Penandeibilees, and funerals.

Finally, there are two SupplementsOne concerning the sweeping in front of the Basilica Saint
Helena;the other of 6 pages, notes the specifics of the Latin Epiphany in 1988 preceding
year, Father Frederic was there remarkig de visuas he said, notedhe additions and minimal
modifications executed under these circumstances.

For centuries to come, as much as the last 60 yeaFather Frederic was oweda profound

tribute of gratitude and admiration for this famous Regulatiom of Bethlehem, an extraordinary
work of patience and precisionNo matter what kind of vague attempts at controlling by the
Schismatics, the Regulation, and it alone, is the authentic document of their rights and usage,
as are the rights and usages of thepresentatives of theHoly Catholic Church in the Land of
Jesus.
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This chapter would be long enough to terminate it heredowever, we must include another

important fact.In one respect it is hardly edifyingOn the other it greatly influenced Father

FreA A O BegigioD to come to Canadat is worth telling this story in its entirety. Apparently,

it is rather painful, but history has the right to be told, and it has to do with Bethlehem.

Further, it shows us equally that the Franciscans in the Holy LariT T 6 0 OO&A&ZAO T 11 U
Schismatics and the laity.

Our documents, authentic copies, tell us in April 1881 at the time the voyage of Father

Frederic to France is decided, there is a letter dated April 5 from Rev. Father Custodian of the

Holy Land to RevFather General of the Franciscansle is responding to a communication, of
xEEAE x A 1hé téxf it the Ardvler tells it all:

) EAA Al OAAAU OAAA OEA AOOEAI A ET OEA -EI AT *
10t year regarding the orphanage of Dom Belloni in BethleheFhe single observation that |

can make is that it is a good dose of exaggerations adeptly covered by various tkikstian

charity does not permit us to always tell everything, and it is besteave these arguments to

history which never forgives anyon&urther, there are a few who ignore that the orphanage

and the school of agriculture of Dom Belloni are a boutiqWi¢hile people are often though not

always content with appearances, and soor@ later the truth sees the light of day. For

example, Dom Belloni does major collections in Canada (He could open a Commissariate) under
assorted titles, among others under the title of the new catholic church of Bethlelidan.

distributed flyers printedwith all of his usual exaggerationd.ast week it happened (exactly,

Sunday, April4y OEAO A # AT AAEAT DPOEAOO j 3AA &AOEAO o0OI
370) , one of our pilgrims, after having visited the Holy Manger and saw our new constmict

went to Dom Belloni, who offered him one of his brochuf@se Canadian, eye witness to the lies

it contained, expressed his great astonishment and Mr. Chanoine took the brochure , excused
himself saying that it speaks of the chapel at the Orphanagyedl on it goes.

On April 25, Rev. Father General replied to the Custodian, focusing on the parenthesis of the
letter rather than on the rest of it.I would be really very happy if we could establish the
institution of a Holy LandCommissariate in Canadaut since there are none of our Religious
OEAOAR ) AT 110 ETix xEIT OF 1TAIi Ah AT A AOAI
him.

>
O

Given that Your Paternity has the occasion to speak to some worthy Canadian priest who comes
on Pilgrimage to Jarsalem, you could get information and explore the territory, and like Canon
Belloni sends his beggars to Canada, see if you could succeed in doing as much by sending one or
two of your Religious to make an extraordinary bethey have as much right as thesvhom

Msgr. Belloni brags about, and without a web of lies spread by the agents of said Ganon.
Canada the population is good, the clergy almost in its entirety belong to our Third Order, the
Bishops are respected , and it seems thateatraordinary bey in that region could bring back a
satisfactory harvest of donations which would be very useful to financial distress of the Holy
CustodyThe practical knowledge of the sites and the persons, acquired during the beg, would
shed some light to see whould be suitable to be named the stable commissioner of the Holy
Sites in Canadalaking one step at a time, we would advance with certainty.
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"00 OEEO 1 AOOAO AEAT 860 AOOEOA ET *AOOdvey Ai OT
19t The Custodiarexpressed his regretif | had known before Easter the sentiments of Your

Rev. Paternity on the subject of a future institution ofC@mmmissariate in Canada, | could have

profited from the coming to Jerusalem of a worthy Canadian priest close to our Grdgeneral

and full of enthusiasm for the Holy Land in particuldrhope Brother Lievin kept his address so

that | can prepare the way little by little.

When this letter reached Rome, Father Frederic had passed there on May 12 almost without
stopping given the absence of the Minister General, and he was already in Frariget here
during the period from the 16 to the 3Ft of May, the Canadian priest who had visited
Bethlehem was also in the Eternal City.

On the 28h, he celebrated Mass and had lunachith the Franciscans in AracoeliThe next day,
Most Rev. Father Andrea Lupori, General Delegateote to Rev. Father Custodian:

| wasvisited in Aracoeli by the brave Canadian priest that Your Paternity had the famous
brochureannouncing to the world theconstruction of the FIRST catholic church in Bethlehdm!

Obpi EA Oi EEI AO 1 AT COE AO OEA 001 PACAOEIT T xEA
such means only with the goal of collecting money by deceiving the people.

Who is thisbrave andw® OEU # A1 AAEAT DPOEAOO OAOEAT A 1T £ OE/
AAT 60 OEA (11U , AT Ade 8 .1TTA 1T OEAO-Rokgd(Bee& AOEA
&08 001 OAT AEAOh 0&O0OT 1 1662Adsdedallypp. 644640 VOdh Al 6 DD
understand how this holy man, witness of such a deception, was all enflamed to have the

Custodial Vicar who was already begginimp France, come to Canada, .and how the trip was

authorized enablingFather Frederic to do soAlmost without thinking about it, the Franciscan

-ET EOOAO ' ATAOAI 60 PI AN I ARBGT BOIEDEARA X BdLIl BSU I OA.
under false pretences. It is true that God can draw good from evil and turn these things to the
advantage of individuals and peoples!

To know Father Frederi® O | BrEHisknktier, it is in an issue dated 1882 entitledREVISED
HISTORICAL NOTICE ON THE WORK IN THE HOLY LAND &R@age and printed in Quebec,
upon the return to the Holy Land of our Missionarybeggar.No doubt, he heard the echo of the
exaggeations, the accusations and the falsehoods of the agents of Dom Bellduwat us admire

the great delicacy, the charity, the marvelous moderation, the frank objectivity with which he
responded to the dishonest insinuations spread against the Holy Custodye enumerates (pp.
47 to 57) the 44 sanctuaries, the 38 parishes, the 46 convents and residences, the 39 schools,
orphanages etc., etc., whose care is the responsibility of the Holy Land missidxcept for the
large Egyptian parishes, all are generallygor and without revenues.

( Bethlehem is itemized on (p.49) with the following linesO) . " %4 (z,CGNVENT OF

ST. CATHERINE where our young Religious, leaving the Noviciate , complete their humanities.
The, personnel is responsible for the followingvork: 1. Watch (day and night)and

maintenance of the Sanctuaries of the Nativity (the holy Manger and the Altar of the Three
Kings), of Saint Joseph, the Holy Innocents and Saint Jerome (with the tombs of St Eusebius, St.
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Paula and St. Eustochia); 2. Chelpof the Milk Grotto; 3. The Latin Parish of 3 to 4,000
catholics; 4. The free primary boys school; 5. Free visit of the sick and 6. the Pilgrim hostel.)

The attentive reader can reflect on thigVe could say for example, since these places are so poor,
why not create some industry, and especially, why not cultivate the lamife¢t allusion to the
agricultural Orphanage of which we spoke).

Well intentionedbut too hasty in their judgmentpeople from elsewhereeproached us
regarding maintaining all the indifferent Oriental people with the donations from the faithful in
the WestThis is a regrettable naivete.

This reproach is so serious that it merits little thouglt.t EAO8 O xEU OEA AAT AOIT 1 £

pardon us for briefly clarifying this pointCreate a new industryls that such an easy task, is it
possible even under exceptional circumstances where our poor Latin population is located in the
Orient?

What little industry is found in this desolate country naturally belongs to the Muslims, the
Masters ofthese countiesThen they find themselves in the hands of the Schismatics who have
incomparablymore resources than we d&f.our Latin Catholics wanted to reclaim the favors of
the Turks and theGreeks, they would have to readily cater to all theeeds, despite the

prejudice of FaithBut, sincewith the grace of God, our Latins want to conserve the faith of their
fathers, they remain in their economic mediocrityntil now, our restricted resources did not
permit us to create new industries fahem.

As for the cultivation of the land, one has to understand the circumstaniéege address the

Latins of Jerusalem who are the poorest, we must remember that the Holy City sits in the middle
of a chainof rocky , sterile mountains, and these mouirta are not suitable to fertilizing here

and there thefew valleys they enclos&he rain that falls from the sky only in winter leaves this
desolate natureunder the burning sun which devours it the other eight or nine months of the
year.It would benecessaryo have the population abandon the city and transport them to the
plains.lt could be done bitby biz A EAOA OEA EAAT AAOEOA AT A A
off. It would be a difficult task thatrequired time, work that in principlewe reserve for Canadian
colonists.If God wishes to bless suah enterprise, and which was absolutely impractical in the
past for lack of security and because ofadt of other obstacles which are too numerous to list
here.After that, it is a regrettable mivete on the part of the reader if he judges that we really
deserve the reproach of maintaining these poor Latins of Jerusalem.

Can we speak of Bethlehemgain the reproach falls completely in error, and it would require
more greater clarification, snce the activity of our people of Bethlehem has become proverbial.
It is a small, singularly industrious population living with an extreme economy and sobriétg.
help them as best we can and encourage them with all our strengtk.have the consolatioaf
seeingthem much less needy than those of Jerusalem, the city of sadness and poverty.

These few thoughts on Bethlehem and Jerusadgnply with reservation to all the other parishes
in the Holy LandWe believe they are sufficient to convince all impaitreaders of the great
severityof anyreproach articulated above against us.

FEI
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&AEOE £O01 OA A A Aeprédch ircofirddkribl® opifibn| eDdh Ad@re serious than the
preceedingone.We were accused (God permits it for our greater good!) of lpelrad

administrators, and consguently of badly utilizing the offerings of the faithfulfo those who

made it with only ignorance andlizziness, we have the displeasure of replying to this reproach
as follows.This should not be addressed to us, but rather dihg to the Sacred Congregation of

the Propagation, for it is that Congregation whialirects, us, that revises all our accounts and
controls down to the last cent, and in this way authorizes and generally controls the enterprises
that we must carry out and the expenses that they inculO(r reader gave examples above of

this control z Note of the copyist.)If we really deserve this reproach, is it because the Roman
Court tolerated such an abuse for six centuries that it has directediie®ever thisprejudice

exists, and we will say here to our proper frustration, that we shared it ourselves prior to our
being in charge, as vicar of the Custody of the Holy L&mdtunately, since it was possible to
callously bring the public to a less unfavorable jgishent by calling himself as examiner and as
judge in all the main enterprises, it is because we were among other things, charged by the
Counsel of the Holy Land, to direct the work of the new parish church in Bethlehem, adjacent the
August SanctuaryWe recall after several months of searching and demolition, soon the
foundations were already coming out of the earth, and reaching a height in some places a depth
of twenty-five to thirty feet.We called a most qualified person in this type of work and we @y

in the name of all, to say without exception, what was the estimated total spent for the above
mentioned work, (including the large quantity of good stones already cut for the pilasters.

We were quoted at least eight thousand dollars, and ttiet would not be too expensiv&o, our
AobAT OAO AEAT 6 0 A OARNsoAd ohédwarldd to OlicVeditAbutGne hudicedsT A A
were there, we were witness to {frurther, see the manuscript on the enlargement of the Church
of Bethlehem).

We went into these details to alert our benefactors in Canada against certain talk which despite
everything, circulates among the people and it would be too painful for them to hear if they
really believed them.

As for the very author of these falsehoods spread agairntste Custody of the Holy Land, Father

Frederic speaks of them directly on page 44 of the same brochu@ne of our most consoling

memories of the Holy Land, was having met everywhere souls that practice the great law of

fraternal charity; wherethe worthy founder of the catholic orphanage of Bethlehem (Dom

Belloni, priest of the Latin rite, Canon of the most Holy Sepulcre), in intimate conversations with

EEIi AO xEOE 1 OEAO AAOI OAA DPOEAOOO xHhetruthAfl B x E
these méters discretely reestablishes he people keep their right to respect and veneration.

And on this note, we return to Bethlehem to find Good Father Frederic in another activity:
Preaching.

FATHER FREDERIC, PREACHHER BETHLEHEM

According to the mass bookthe first time that we find Father Frederic in Bethlehem after his
arrival in 1876, is in January 1879, when he had been Custodial Vicar since April 18A& had
probably come during his service at Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem,in December 1876 to April
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1877, and since his return to the Holy City on June 12, 1878. Perhaps he had only made short
OEOEOOh 1T O PAOEADPO xA AEAT 60 11 OEAA EEO OECI A

But in January 1879, he certainly spent ten days, because he preached a retreat to the
Carmelite Nuns. Hehimself noted in his notebook:BETHLEHEM; stretreat for the Carmelites
from January 23 to February 2 (on that day, the erection of the two Ways of the Cross and a
short instruction).He also notes some subjects which he used, enterir@amesubjects as at
Our Lady of Zion (appropriate for contemplative souls; story and virtues of St. Theresa, St.
Madeleine of Pazzi and St. Angel@his single sentence is subject for lengthy discussions if we
plan to treat these subjects at length outside theomilies of the Servant of GodNonetheless,
notice his care in adapting his homilies to his audience, and the thoughtfulness of finding
examples in the history of the Carmelite OrdeMotice also the use of his time for the
exercises:Three instructionseach dayMass at 8:15, homily at 9:15 (lasting

an hour or 1 %2 hours)At 2:30, same thingoenediction at 4:30 and instruction from % hour to 1
hour. Sleep at the conventinner only at the Carmel (light meal A AEAT 8 0 AAO AOAA
doubt content & usual with a cup of coffee or a glass of water.

We are led to believe that it was during this retreat that he also studied the situation

regarding the parish church, about which he would take up the difficult negotiations in the

spring with the religious and civil authorites.7 A AT 160 AZET A EEO OECIT AOOC
again until June 18,

He returned at the beginning of October the same year, 18719e notes on page 8 of his

notebook: 5 to 14 OctoberRetreat for the Sisters of St. Joseph of Betéfatand of BeitjallaHe

gave them 4 instructions each day:T OT ET ¢ AO ¢ AT A vt T6AI T AEN OE
followed by Benediction.

Again he indicates the subjects, almost the same as for the Carmelites and at Our Lady of Zion.
Opening and prparation from 4 to 5 in the eveninglhe morning: Advantages of religious life;
OAOAAAOET T N 0O0OAOGAT AA VoéwEpovertyhdhastdyOobddidroes humifdy x [ 8 A
(reading of exorcisms) charity and Holy Communion.

The eveningsalvation, sindeath (id estdesire for death), hell, several conferences on reckless
judgement(wore out the subject).

#1 1 OET ¢ AO i T1T6A1 T AE HdkingaHe Aabit andplotedsiQibefdid tieET C A
P.C. (Custodial Father or the Parish Priest).

Between these two retreats in Bethlehem and at Bethjalla where at the beginningy October
15 in the evening he made a trip to Jerusalem to give the Carmelite Sisters the spirituality of
St. Theresa, and on the 20, he repeats this homily to the Carmelites ettiBehem, for he
explicitly recorded: October 2@ going from Beitjalla to the Carmel of Bethlehem, the evening,
spirituality of St. Theresa to the Community alone; same homily as thetddhe Carmel of the
Pater.
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The routes knew him.Here is anotherexample of an extraordinary day which he summarizes
as follows:

Sunday, November 2 : left Jerusalem in the morning for Bethlehem OOE OAA AO vt 1 6,
Sisters of Saint Joseph; homily of an hour on Heaven: 1) The joy of the Saints makes us; desire

0q Ei EOAOA OEAIinN OETAA EO EO 1 EOOIA Aii DAOAA
1:30, the church is open, the Sister of Beitjalla are present; homily on the souls in Purgétory.

eodxt T 8A1ITAE OEA AEEI AO kton; éngandl ininediatddepaitireE A OOE.

I OOEOAA AO OEA 3EOOAOO 1 £ * AOOOAIMBrthlyfeleaty d Y T |
1sthomily of Bethlehem, 1 hou&ince his mass he had traveled 16 miles of road on foot, and

given three homilies of me hour eachWill he rest a little? Que nenni!He finishes thusly:

Immediately at Holy Savior, private Recitation with the choir of the office of the day, and the

office of the dead with the Communitide himself found the day so extraordinary, that he

added to give thanks to GodNot very tired) OT 6 O EO | AOOAT 1 008 4EA ADI

4EARA A 11T xETC UAAO xEAT EA xAO ET OEA T EAOO 1.
would renew an almost similar exploit:| always quote from his notebod&: December 5, 1880,

2d3 OT AAU 1T &£ ' AOGAT Oh AO OEA 3EOOAOO 1T &£ 308 *1 OA
there were 4 professions of the Third Order; sermon on the suffering; resignation does not suffice,

one must arrive at thanksgiving.

Same day, in Jerusalem to the Sisters, monthly retrsaine subject.

In 1881-1882 as we said, is his journey to Canada, from which he will return illpon his
return in 1882, we find him 6 times in Bethlehemthe 11, 19, 30 of October; the 7 and 8 of
November, andthe 1st of Decemberln 1883, 5 times;February 21, March 30, July 10 and 11,
September 11 and December 2&e spends nearly the entire year in bed in 1884, and only
celebrates in Bethlehenon the 29 and 30 of Julyin 1885, he resumes his jorneys; February
17, May 17, July 10 and 1&eptember 15 to the 23, and October 21.

Since he returned to Bethlehem almost regularly every month, it seems absolutely certain that
he presidedover the monthly retreats of the two religious communities, whi@ includes a
homily and confessionsOtherwise, how do we understand the following sentenceserusalem,
Sisters of St. Joseplst Sundayof January 1885, talk on prayeEvery mystery has its lessons.
Today, we have the Infant Jesasthe MangerMake hm known to our little girls and also to our
sick adultsHere is another example€Canada, father Poitrinaire, his little girl of six and a half
years old, to whom the Infant Jesappeared in 1882, parish of Cage-la-Madeleine, when | was
ill while with Father Desilets.

Told the same story, February 1 at the Sisters of St. Joseph in Bethlehem, and on the 2 at the
Carmelof the Pater.

4EAT EA AEAT 60 OECT AT UstortheQO& Bebrialy. He AuStlavd EA T T
made thetrip during the day.
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But who is this Poitrinaire of Capde-la-Madeleine and who is this little girl to whom the

Infant Jesus appearedPsearched in vain for some reference, some details in our voluminous
documentation.) AEAT 80 AET A AT UOEET C 8rrath@moktRev@yageéifo & AOE,
CanadaHaving spoken of the grave illness which brought him to the edge of the grave and the

good care he received fronfather Desilets, he adddn the meantime, the good souls prayed

and the good little child, cured b@ur Ladyof Calvary entered in his little oratory, and there, on

his knees at his little prieDieu, beforea small image of the Madonna, she said this short and

candid prayerO/ OO0 , AAU 1 £ &A OBA@gdnt ofdnderBut his st case,

however is inaccurate, and seems to be differedEOT I OEA E£EOOO8 O0AOEADPO (
us?..Let us hope!

This was not the only time that Father Frederic spoke of Canada in Palestiliée have very
frequent evidence in his notesTo limit ourselves to Betlehem, and to the homilies he gave,
here is how heexpressed himself again in 1885:

Retreat with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Bethlehem, from the 15 to tH@f2SeptemberSame

subjectsas JerusalemAnd: To the orphans, a homily each day, stories of mission in Canada.
Hehadsuclh T AAA O ODPAAE AAT OO EO OEAO ElAasdD AT OT A
have slipped a few words to the Religious themselves, in the course of homilies, of which he

mentions the subjects again:

Summary:Advantages of the religious lif&alvation, sin, death, hell (religious in helDuties
toward children; zeal, spirit of faith, sin, teach them to pray, to confess, to assist at lResger:

3 conditions:recollection, humility, perseveranc®&o not judye;examples of St. James of Marche ,
St. Bernardin of Siena, St Peter of Verona, St. Rose of Viggdbernal charity; rules of the Holy
Spirit to practice it.

Homily on perseverancerayer, sacramentsHoly Mass, Stations of the Cross, Visit to thesBed
Sacrament, devotion to Mary.

4EA AT T EZAOAT AA AO vt )1 Eil WAIAIOAKJAERO I BAIN EALKTh HE
This religious retreat is the last one that he notedde certainly preached two othersFrom the

8 to the 23 of October, 1886e signs Masses again in Bethlehem, and particularly expressive,

those ofthe 8h to the 15" are marked together on this date and are linked by a bracket that

has a note in themargin: In Beitjalla. Hence, eight days in that location, and eight days in

Bethelehem.That can only be for the annual retreats of the Sisters of St. Josefthd we only
spoke of Bethlehem.

He gives us the subjects he developed in these retreat®hat impression did they produce?

In reply to this important question, we have thewitness of one of the attendees, in the
following letter of the Superior of the Carmel of Bethlehem addressed to Rev. Father Mathieu
Marie Daunais, o.f.mvice-postulator on April 29, 1938:

My Reverend Father,
We received your letter of last Marchh5
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O OEA OOAEAAO 1T &£ CiT A &AOEAO &OAAAOEAR 1T A& xEI
ArchivesHowever, still havingone of the Founding Mothers in our Community, we questioned
her regardingthe retreat of 1879 which the good Father preached at our @aal.

The dear Mother, who is still very mentally lucid despite her 85 years, cannot writad her
dictate to me the impressions that she had of said retreat, notably of the good Father Preacher.
Here is what she said to me personally:

| attended the etreat he preachedHis accent penetrated to the depths of my saWke could see
that he was a saintl did not speak with him because | was just a young religicAishis tonewe
felt a soul full of the love of GoHumility and kindness resounding fromis words gaveis a
profound impression of holiness.

We regret, Reverend Father, not being able to give you any other information on the subject
which concerns youWe would be too happy, if already we could have contributed anything
else, howeveminimal it might be, for the glory of God, for the glorification of his faithful
Servant0 1 AAOA AAAADPOS

Sister MarieTherese of the Holy Spirit, c.a. Prioress

To corroborate this affirmation, we extract the following from the daily chronicle of the Sister
of Qur Lady of Zion in Jerusalem on Septembe#rt11878:First day of the retreat; it is preached
by Rev. Father Frederic, vicar of the Holy Land, religious of the highest nidrii. superlative,
will be joined in the same document, by a quantity of other&Ve limit ourselves to the first.

Preaching in Bethlehem, Father Frederic was again the great preacher of Bethlehem, as we
will see a bit further. But before leaving this chapter, which forces us to leave the cradle of
Jesuslet us look at the religious slemnities presided by the Custodial Vicar of the Holy Land,
our Servant of God in Bethlehem.

FATHERFREDERICPRESIDEROF THE RELIGIOUS SOLEMNITIES IN BETHLEHEM

Religious life in Palestine revolves around very ancient customs, the most recent of whiclear
determined by the Bull of Benedict XIVO) T 3 OPOAI 1 6 | AccordnbOhes®) x h p-
customs, Father Custodial Vicar must preside in Bethlehem, at the celebration of theast of

the Holy Innocents, He alone can open the Cave of the little Martyfer which he keepghe

key in JerusalemActually, Good Father Frederic went yearly to Bethlehem for the 27of

December, for the chanting of the first Vespers and the solemn procession, sang the Mass of

the nextday in the Grotto of the Holy Innocentsppened the tomb, presided over the

Community dinner, which was taken in silence, even on these great feast days. himself

spoke of this celebration, in onef the accounts that we describe later.

Our Brother Noel Gosselin published in the Franciscan Annals of Quebec (January 1944,
p13-15) a page which expresses very well the sentiments of Father Frederic, and the
ceremonies of this feastlt will rest you from my monotone recital:
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08 '"TETC AAAE O xdaledus hokifiel & Dbt otxite Blbody scenes
witnessed by the gracious city of Davidlnasmuch as the imagination seeks to reconstruct the
brutal massacre of the newborns, mercilessly slaughtered in the midst of the screams, the
such a savage and inhuman killingAll homes were watered with tears and splattered with
blood; all mothers lamented the massacre of these tender victims, these pure lambs whose
AOEAO T &£ AciTu AAETAA Ai1l OEA xAuUu Ol 2AI1 A8

0" 66 {OHAlelyou evArdyeard, any night, on any day of the year, the fine voices of little
Arab singers of Bethlehem, sing in the Crypt of the Holy Innocents the fifth century liturgical
hymn composed i their honor: @ A1 OAOAQh &1 kel Blowerd @ KdungD.[. 6

0! 01T OT A 1tdomnm TB8A1TTAE ET OEA AOGATEIT Ch xA ci Al
8OOOPOEOAAR OO Didedaty £d doldeh Eghthiat Aldkrinates a fresco in

delicate shaded £ DPAOOAI h UT O OAA OEA )1 £ZAT O *AOGOO DO/
to the little children who claim them, some standing, others sitting on a bed of rosdsis

altogether gracious, softly colored and alive.

O) 1 O] altadthak cantafh&the antique ossuary, empty today where the dear Little

Victims were thrown after their slaughter. Today, listen to their Arab brothers of Bethlehem

singing, with their mellow voicesthe ancient lilting hymn that floods the heartof 1d T 6 O ET T x
what gentle emotion, and leaves the soul as if embalmed with the fragrance of cut roses:

O, EOOAT ET OOAAAQ

Gpalvete!Flored martyrum

Quos luci ipso in limine

Christi insecutor sustulit

#AO OOOAT 1T AOAAT OAO O1 OAOS8O

O(AEIT h / AT xA0OO T £ -A0OOUOONK
At the very beginning of life

The persecutor of Christ brought

, EEA A 00T Oih 1TEOETC O OAOAG

Vos prima Christi Victima

Grex immolatorum tener

Aram sub ipsam simplices

OAIT A AO AT OITEO | OAEOEOS8OG

091 6 AOA OEA AEAEOOO 6EAOQOEI O 1T £ #EOEOO
Tender flock ofsacrificed lambs.

Under the altar, innocently, you play
7EOE UI 60 PAI T O Al

N~ s s~

A
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O4EA OiI OAEET ¢ AiT OEIT O AOiT OOAA AU OEA 1 EI OETC
but they are profoundly, intensely felt.Happythose who could experience them once in order
to conserve the memory for the rest of their life!

O 7 E O Hisin iBoknse which fades under the somber ceilings of the labyrinth, the
processionof stars continues to walk while singing, while the echo progssively fades at each
angle of the narrow corridors, over therewhile the reminiscence remains very softly, very
softly, like an lingering perfume of thenascentes rosasf the charming sacred poet.

O4EA 2A1 ECET OO0 AOA OAAIT ¢théfrdn@dldz opehed exAlusivelysn | ET O
December28th z under which the bodies of the little Martyrs of long ago were thrown to be

collected later bypious hands to bring them to public venerationA sane critic estimated the

number around a hundred andorty z what appears normal for this corner of Judea.

O!'TA xA AT OU OEA PIiT O &OAT AEOGAAT O 1T &£ OEA (11U
found everything by coming to live and die near the crib of the Infant Jesuafter having

prayed and chantedike this eveningat the very site of His Divine Birth, they stop again for

their vesper prayer on the tomb of these innocenvictims butchered by hatred, to pray and

chant for their Benefactors spread throughout the world, and for thériends of their friends,

so that by their intersession they ask that all be reunited in eternal life.

(Souvenirs of the poet Prudence, who composed the hymns of the feast.)

O 5Ppi1T EEO OAOOOT mEOI I OEA |/ OEAT O E1T OEA 8))0
during the reign of the tyrant Ezzelinius of Rome, brought the bones of the Holy Innocents

which he placed in a preciouseliquary and which are still venerated in the basilica of Saint

Justine in PaduaRelics of the same Littlé/ictims are also conserved in the alrch of Saint

Peter Martyr, near Venice, places notably in the dioceseéhere Saint Charles Borromeo was

prelate and where he offered them for the veneration of his pious faithfullhe church of the

Holy Sepulcher(Jerusalem) and that of Bethlehem both haveome.That seemed fitting as the

country of the innocent Martyrs.

O0$ OOET ¢ OEA / £ZZEAA 1T &£ OEA EAAOOh OEA 1 EOOOCU
Augustine, preached tdis people on the occasion of the dear and gentle feast of December

28th. The great Doctor compares the Little Innocent Martyrs to tender and delightful flowers

that start to show their rose buds to fullytake in the first springtime kisses but that the

murderous chill and the white frost,followed by tenacious frosts, came to bur to scatter the

petals soiled by mud to the four winds of heaven.

07 0APPAA ET OEA AARAOAOGOAOEIT ¢ O1 O1 AATAO OEAO OB
Innocents in Bethlehem, we cannot stop repeatindlessed lovelyillage of Judea, bblessed

for having been rejoiced by the first smiles of the expected Little Redeem@&lessed areyou

for having offered to the same RedeemeChild the first flowers and the first fruits purple with

blood, sheltered and ripened under the watch of the Newborn God the rays of the divine

tenderness of His Immaculate Mother.
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O4EAU AOA AAAOOEAEOI 1 EIEAO OEAOR AAOOAO
Mix with their whiteness the immaculate image,

Which draws to their bosom the criminal life,

During a winter a storm and a shower

Cando damage to their delicate stem

GoingtoblossomET OEA AOAOT Al OPOET C86

(Malherbe, 1587)

or " Ol 6EAO 1T &# OEA (11U , AT Ah *8%8480

Ending on this description, we readily return to another paragraph regarding the liturgical
ceremonies over which our goodrather Frederic, Custodial Vicar of the Holy Langresided.

O/ ER EI x OEEO NOA G Enbrity, his Aulniity vieke itestedl QB ARA Cadms,
the criticisms, the diplomatic accusations of neglecting the rights that he had to represent.
Who is not aware of the pretentions of the Nations and their government$he susceptibilities
and the oriental difficulties could almost scandalize similar liturgical meanness. But we are in
Palestine, and we must not be surpriseddowever, it is necessary talefinitely establish a
solution to avoid the repetition of similar annoyancesWe will resume here the exchange of
long letters between Father Fredericthe Custodian of the Holy Land, and the other Officers of
the Custody, and Most. Re¥ather General, he Congregation of the Propagation, the consuls
of France and Spain in Palestine.

We will seehow the virtues of Father Frederic were definitely the solution to the problem.lIt is
simply a matter of substitutes presiding at the ceremoniedJsage, sanctioad by the Pontifical
Bulls determines who should officiate at the Shrines for the various feasts during the year.
Father Frederic gives a detailed list to Rev. Father General in his letter of June 25, 188+
Rev. Father Custodian presides pontificallyt the solemnities where he wishesThe usage
attributes ten other solemnities to the Rev. Father Vicar who celebrates with a ceremoand
special vestmentsthe Most Rev. Father Procurator presides at five other feasfBhe questions
of order such as1) when Rev. Father Custodian is unable to preside, who substituted for him?
The Vicar, the Procurator, or the Italian Discreet, since the Custody is from this count3j)?
Suppose the Vicar is the substitute in these circumstances, should he officiate simaé/Vicar
or as replacing the Custodian with an assistant priest, suileacons and acolytes?

3) When the Vicar is unable to preside over those ceremonies or those which cobeck to
him, who should replace him?he Procurator, the local Superior, the FrencBiscreet or the
most senior member of the Discretionary?

4) When it is the Procuratorwho is unable , who substitutes for him®ntil now nothing was
spelled out. Sometimest is done one way, sometimes anothein the Custodial Council there
was a Frentiman and a Spaniard who persisted in claiming national rights and brought to
their respective Consuls these familial questions which immediately became diplomatic
issues.One group accused Father Custodial Vicar of not being strict enough, and the other of
being too strict!
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With all possible deference toward his colleagues, Father Frederic decided to pose the
guestion directly to the Major Superior of the councilNew accusationdyy the other Nations :
he wants to monopolize everythingWhat suffering!

Hewrote: Actually in the absence of Father Custodian which will be long enolgaye a

terrible purgatory, obligated as | am to be Superior of Holy Savior aridhe Most Holy Sepulcre,
and | ardently wish that at the end of my sevenftwe absolutely wat me to terminate, to
remain in the gentle way of obediencas an inferior, desiring to be the least of all, | will do so
that | may better prepare mysefor death which advances with great speed and after which |
long, with the helpof God, for the |20 years!
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Father Joseph Calvi, who gave me an enviable response, tHadaever officiated as
Custodian, tlat is with , assistant priest, subdeacon, four acoly¢ts. but always as a simple

vicar and he found in all conscience, it did not suit him to do otherwise.

Those who maintain the privileges of Father Vicar maintain that the custom exists for the Vicar
to officiate as the Custodian because Father Martin, Vicar did it once at Holy Sepulcher, and that
Father Marcel, preVicar had invited the Guardian of the Convent, an elder of eighty years for the
feast of St. John the Baptist, to be his assistant pag¢dflass, which was an occasion for

criticism.

Then he gives the example that formerly, he had been obligated to officiate almost like the
Custodian:One time for a function (the Invention of the Holy Cross), | did the solemn entrance,
like the Custodianbecause of the Schismaticsye suppressed the kissing of the hand at the
throne; but they made me walk behind tleelebrantand the singers, with a Religious to carry
the cushions and hold the candles, with pilBeu in the middle of the choir.

In another report, the same precisionWe ask ourselves if, in the absence of the Custodian, the
Vicar has the right to replace him, even if the latter (the Vicar) only does so as a simple Vicar?
The lack of decision on this question could cause a big public scaH@adives an examplef

the Guardian claims to officiate himselfl have already been threatened once of such incident.
Fortunately, | anticipated it.Your Paternity clearly sees we need a decision for the good of the
Holy Land and for peace of heart.

And he agreed entirely with one proposition from Rev. Father Procuratowhich appears very
I TCEAAT AT A ) Ai160 OAA OED® £ AAIll 11 DRAIEOR AT
(Letter of June 25, 1884).

The following 6" of August, he personbly presents a solutionto Rev. Father Generahat was
accepted by the Discretionaryl) It is suitable that Father Vicar officiating in place of Father
Custodian, does so with a ceremonial distinct from his ordinary functions, but always with a
solemnityinferior to that of Father Custodian?) If the Vicar is unable, the Procurator replacing
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him and officiating in place, with the same ceremonid). That Your Paternity determines which
AEOOET AOETT 1000 AA CEOAT ET OEA POAOGAT O AAOA

As for the functionk EEAE & AOEAO 6EAAO AT AO AO noténed A 6 EA
to decide if Father Vicar is unable, that Father Procurator shoalstomatically carry out his
functions, or if it should be the French Father (following the custom, presently coed@sThis
AAAEOEIT EO ANOAI T U 1T AEO O 91 00 -100 2A0A0AT

And he concludes without complainingFrom that, Your Paternity willeasily conclude how my
position here is delicate and difficult.am horrified at the least discussion, particularlgince

they have to do with my presence and | axposed to that at almost every feast when | have to
intervene, etc., etc.

We have cited here only the letters of Father Frederidhose of Rev. Fathe€Custodian echo
him and treat the question from a judgmat point of view (August 9, 1881).They indicate as
cause of these annoyances, the Rev. Fathérench and Spanish Discreets, which Father
&OAAAOEAS O A ErmettieredThisAvkieA e Rbidah Hecisions arrived, there was
great rejoicing.| sincerey thank Your Reverend Paternity for the dual response you gave.
Personally I am very happy with the decision relative to the Ceremonial oMitar in the

absence of Father Custodian.

Alasz to show the importance that such minute questions take on in thOrientz that the

French Discreet raises a diplomatic question and that the French Consudresses to the Holy
Congregation of the Propagation a letter of protest accusirige Custody of not respecting the

OAAOI AO OEGCEOO 1T £ (FaBAOOL OAADOBA . BOEDI BOIEAEOIB ¢
Finally, the Discretionaryof the Holy Land had to enlighten the Holy Congregation on this

entire matter, indicating who were thetroublemakers. At the next election, they were

eliminated from the Discretionary, and Rev. Fathers Frederic and the Procurator were
successfullyreelected, to the great satisfaction of all.

Also when Most Rev. Father Eusebius Fermandzin, General Visitor of the Custaabeived the

French Consul, Mr. Ledoux on June®21886, who requeged that Rev.Father Frederic be

removed from being Custodial Vicar because he was a hay, too obedient to his superiors

AT A EA AEAT 6 0 OO AAERERk he@dcdivedihls Ffasi davalleErdspodge:C E O O
We will follow the law.FatherVicar is an excellent Religious who is an honor to France and of

great use to theHoly Land.(Report of the Visitor, General Curia).

Thus fell into oblivion a specific appeal Father Frederic addressed to Rev. Fatligneral on
November 11 1884:1 humbly beg your Reverend Paternity, when leaving the charge of
CustodialVicar, you grant me the favor of chosing as my residence, a convent in Paléstisie:
Holy Sepulcre in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, or Saint John in Nazdrigél an extreme need to
recollect myeglf after a very active life that | have lived for the seven years that | am in charge.

At the same time, | would devote myself to the study of the English and German languages, very
useful here and which could be even more useful in the future, if Hogd{@nce sent me again to
North America for the needs of the Holy Land.
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Thus Bethlehem remains in the heart of the Servant of God, the choice location for solitude
which his heart needs and to prepare for an even more intense apostolate for the benefit of
the Land of Christ.

FATHERFREDERICAND THE PILGRIMS TO BETHLEHEM

Here we will make a little room for this apostolate of the Servant of God. He exercised it
especially in JerusalemHe would do so in Bethlehem when he accompanied groups received
in the Holy City. It suffices to place a few important douments here.

We can start this chapter with a letter which shows to what exterfiis dedication to
Bethlehem made him forget himself and put aside the most legitimate feelings of fraternal
affection. Actually, it has to do with a pilgrimage planned by his halbrother, Mr. JearBaptiste
Dumont. See how Father Frederic replies to his son, his own nephew, Mr. Georges Dumont,
lawyer from Dunkirk. We will quote the entire letter, one of the rare pieces of corresmdence
kept by the Servant of God with his familyThe supernatural which flows affectionately paints
a picture of the soul of dear Father Frederic.

This letter is dated from Jerusalem, January 27, 1881, while the dear uncle lived mostly in
Bethlehem forthe construction of the church.

Very dear Nephew,
In the last mail, | was very happy to receive your letter of tHewgith the picture of my niece and
grand-niece (whose names you will let me ignore).

| am equally delighted that my brother Dumontishes to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
However, if God grants him this favor, | implore you, that he not come without letting me know

in advancel will advise him myself the way to do it to his satisfactigctually, | will not be

available to him Rev. Father Custodian is absent, and | remain chained here as the Superior of
more than 100 religious, with all the administration, the official reports, diplomacies etc, €
overseeing and the top priority of our new church in Bethlehem, essentiddlicatework which

xEOE A OEiIiPI A 1 EOCOT AAOOOAT AET ch AAT DPOO & OO
that.

You see then, dear Nephew, that it would be difficult for me to accompany my brother to the
diverse shrines if he comes this yeldonetheless, in the off season, toward October or November,
| believe that | would be more availabl&nd who knows if also with our dear missionary from
Bangalore fis own brother) might not also comeOur dear brother Peter wishes so much to
come vidi the Holy Sites; it is up to my Brother Dumont to take it up with him.

| keenly regret, Dear Georges, not having heard in your letter any news of the family, with whom
| have not corresponded in over a ye&@n the occasion of the pilgrimage of the frig¢f your
brother, Mr. Alfred M. Despott of Furnes, | sent for all of you a small box of objects from
Jerusalem which was transmitted to you personally from our General Commissariat in Paris.
expected at least an acknowledgmefito date | have not hearéfom anyonel believed that
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perhaps the box was losRev. Father Commissioner assured me it was sent to a very good
AAAOAOO A& O A OAAOOA 1 AAT 08 ,AO OO OAAs

Alfred, what is he doingYour dear sister Emily, what is she doinig?she still at St. Omei?as
her husband had a promotionPhe Dewarte and Warlop familiehis half-sisters) are theystill
prospering?Has the number of granshephews and grandhephews increasedgll things,my
dear Child, interest me.

It is you who has been indulgent toward md ifarely write. | have much to write and do here.
But, for your part, is it too much to ask for an occasional letter from time to tindd?east, |
would be content with a letter a year from each of you, and | in turn, would send a collective
letter like this one.

| beg you, dear Nephew, to remember me fondly to all the members of the family, and tell them
OEAO ) A1 160 A& OCAO ATUiITA ET 1TuU BPITO 1EOOIA -
night and at the memento for the living at Holy Ma&s the living and for all our dear departed

who have gone before us to beautiful Paradise where they await us.

| am greatly consoled to hear dear Nephew, that you have all remained faithful to the principles

of true piety that your worthy parents instied in you from your youthNever forget, dear

Nephew, this word from the Holy Spiri®0 EAOA O AA /i T EA OOEI EO AOO6T
absolutely all, by putting it well into practice, you will be happy here below and will have in

another life a joywhich will neverend&  EAO8 AEAQOS

Embrace for me my little niece, | send her with all the fullness possible, a Holy Priestly Blessing
AT A A 3AOAPEEA " AT AAEAOEITh O EAOh EAO CAT Ol
to all.
Your very affetionate UncleFr. Frederic
Custodial Vicar of the Holy Land

We will never be able to say that terrestrial affections caused Father Frederic to neglect his
duties.

Will the two half-brothers, JearBaptiste Dumont and Pierre Janssoone get together far
voyagefrom Dunkirk and Bangalore converging toward Jerusalem? A AT 1 6 l@ank 1 T x 8
event, the former never made the planned pilgrimagén the fall, Father Frederic wasn
Canadalater, the dear older brother, already in his seventies (having been boJune 30,
pwpxqah AEAT 60 AAOAHewBu Hie dhithe) Bd Bdy, 188D Withodtbhayied C 8
seen again the dear Benjamin of the family.

The latter came to Palestine, but in 1884 he found Father Frederic very ill in the infirmar@f

this fraternal meeting, we have two precious documents which the reader would be happy to
hear about, for they prove the mutual admiration of these two brothers.

2ADPI UET ¢ O 2A08 &AOEAO OEAT Oh xET 1AO EEI ET°
Frederic recalled the pilgrimage of the latterin Jerusalem he found me in the infirmary,
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practically dying.However, | was able to get up to cross the corridor, and receive him in the

Third Order of Penancd&he people who came to see me, pilgrims angess, told me

BT AT EI T 6061 U 091 Oe sgeds 4 Bidtitne radinglat te Ahiie ithout

AT T AARAOT ET ¢ EEI OAl £ OEA 1 AAOO xEOE OERefer®ld ¢ OE.
departure, | had obtained for him through favorg,000 rosaries of olive wood of the Gardeh
GethsemaneUpon his return to Bangalore, he wrote to me that his return resembdederitable

triumph. The Governor had sent his official coach to meet him, drawn bywide horsesHe

added thatwhenhe edAOAA EEO OAAOI OUh Eldt, sdmahy obhis déadA OA A
parishioners rushed to have a souvenir from the Holy Larithd necrology of Father Pierre

Janssoone appeared in the Review of Foreign Missions of Pati813, pp 441-2).

In turn, the witness of the Missionary from India is equally movingWe find it in one of the

letters of his haltsister and godmother, Victoire Dumont, wife of Pierreemmanuel Deware:

#1 O1 A xA8 AAOOU OEA /a0 What dd wefhavddté toAdintts AOOE
world than that? That is our unique business, nothing else mattéram more and more

convincedof this truth, since | went to the holy Sites, where | saw not only the Calvary, the tomb

of Our Lord, the place of his Conception, ofBiigh, etc., but my very dear brother Frederic, who

is a true saint, a great and amiable saint, a saint whose life we read with admiration,

a saint to make miracles.

Seeing him struck me so, that the memory of his traits are continually present imemory.
(The original of this letter was given to the Postulation, unfortunately it is not dated.)

Two years later, on the route to Bethlehem on Christmas eve, Father Frederic discovered his
cousin in the person of Rev. Father August Achte, White FatharAfrica, then professor at

the Greek Catholic seminary at St.Anne in Jerusalédere is what we actually read in the

life of this religious, by Father G. Leblond:

With Christmas day approaching, our missionary wanted to commemorate the great mystery by
celebrating the Holy Mass at the altar of the Manger in the grotto of the Nativity of Our Lbil.
took the route to Bethlehenilhe Vicar General of the Custody of the Holy Land, Rev. Father
Frederic found he was Flemish talking about the country, thewo compatriots were quite
astounded and charmed to discover a relative through Mrs. Achte and the Vandaele family.
Under the white garb and under the frock of St. Francis beat hearts full of an equal love of Jesus
Christ. The two cousins gave themselves affectionate accolade and made the most solemn
promises to pray for each other for their sanctification.

$AOPEOA OEA 00BPI 00 1 & OEEO O AGDAAOAA AAIEI U
xEOET 00 AEAAEAO] OU 8 ik theokehingdd go upAdii@ aléi OE1 AE OA

The benevolence of Rev. Father Frederic obtained for him a number of precious souvenirs which
he sent to his parents and to all his friends in Warkhem; rocks from the principal Holy Sites with
the authentic seal othe Custody, rosaries from Gethsemani olive trees, indulgenced crucifixes,
etc.All the objects having touched the Holy Sepulcher, Calvary and the altar of the Nativity

of Our Lord(Excerpt without further reference, communicated to Rev. Father Mathew M.
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Daunais o.f.m. the 18 of May, 1922 by Father A. Achte, pastor of Hoymille, Northern France).
4EAOA PAOOEAOI AO PEI COEIi ACAO Ai180 OAlI1 060 OE.
upon himself as guide of pilgrimsAt the express request of Rev. Father @onissioner of the

Holy Land of New York (letter of Rev. Father Custodian, June 8 1888gv. Father Frederic

wrote from Jerusalem on August 17, 1887 an account on the French Pilgrimage of Penance.

We cannot quote in its entirety this article published irD4 EA 0 EI1 COEZNew YBrk0 Al AO(
/ AOT A A OHowayap wedca@nnot refuse the reader the paragraphs that concern the

pilgrimage to Bethlehem.Already for six days (May 1722) Father Frederic accompanied the

pious travelers.Let us listen to the accountf the day May 2223. If he speaks of himself, it is

only to give more life to his account, since he was absolutely not known in the United States.

Sunday afternoon, our pilgrims, hearts full of joy, leftdm St. John in the Mountainsjor
Bethlehem] welcomed them in our new and monumental parish church, after accompanying
them in their solemn procession and their really triumphant entrance in the city of Daxiter

a brief talk and Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament, each was assigned a roahthay

had supperlt was a true fraternal agape, as they gathered in a large tent that has been raised
near our convent in a garden belonging to the Association of the Holy LAffer a brief supper

our tireless pilgrims came with me to church for a itigo the Blessed Sacrament, and | spoke to
them for almost an hour of the wonderful Shrine of Bethlehérhen those of a weaker health
retired by obedience to rest which was absolutely necessary to them. The others, the majority of
the pilgrims, followedme to the site of the Nativity and the Crib, where we offered prayers for all
the needs of the Church, especially for the salvation of France, the particular object of this great
pilgrimage. | explained to them the wonders of this site where Heaven tragne down to earth.
Time went by so quickly that nobody seemed to notice.

We left the holy Grotto of the Nativity to go to the cell of St. Joseph, near the Tomb of the
Innocents, while still talking about the wonders that take place in these places, whent
priests interrupted me sayingD & AOEAOh EO Btds tiheXok dsltolprepate foi e C E O A

(TTU -AOOASG

The masses started at midnight. Eleven masses in succession at the altar of the Three Kings, at
the very site where the Divine Child was pél in his little Crib during Christmas night, until

it is time for the nonunited Greeks have the right, according to the mutual agreement, to occupy
the sanctuary At the first mass, we sang the hymns of jdliere were many communions which |
had the cmsolation of distributing myself not to detain the priest who celebrated at the altar.

The communions continued throughout the following masselse last mass ended around four
thirty in the morning. We had sung and prayed the entire timebelieve that Ican certainly say

that some of the admirable pilgrims never left the sanctuary during this entire night, which was
truly a night in paradise.

No, Revered Father, a nation where there are still heroic souls like those | saw with my own eyes
cannot perishThe rest of the morning was spent visiting the Grotto of the Shephésgsn our

return, solemn mass, distribution of the holy relics of Bethlehem, visit of the great basilica

of St. Helena with explanations by Father Lievin, etc., €en dinner and dittle rest.
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Manger.At the holy Rock, they raised the tapestries that cover it, they removed the lamps that

burn night and day, and they removed the largainting at the back which represents the

mystery, and the Holy Crib appears as it didhe pilgrims approach it one by one, praying aloud,

with an inexplicable devotion and they kissed the rock, silent witness of the Birth of the Lord of

the world and whth still keeps the celestial perfumes of the presence of the Divine Child, who

touched it with His little feet and His little hands while he had been laying on a little bit of hay

and straw with the care of his divine MotheWhat souvenirsWhat consolaton!

The pilgrims touched the rock with all the religious objects they had purchased in Bethlehem
from our intelligent and industrious Latins, who always await the great pilgrims with a joyful
impatience.The Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament ends tireat day in Bethlehem, and
our pilgrims once again take to route to Jerusalem, with hearts full of the most celestial
AQET T 08

4AEAOA xA EAOA &AB&spoke, @apell Andl dEdA @h@érs pray s@ng and made
others sing for almost 24 coninuous hours!His soul exults with joy as much as the happy
pilgrims he guides.

, AO6O ZET EOE OEEO AEADPOAO xEOE OxI1 1 OEAO Oi Al
Father Custodial Vicar toward the pilgrims to Bethlehem.

May 31, 1885 he took thdime to write to Father Guardian of Bethlehem to let him know:
Mr. Council of France and his brother, Mr. Council of Caiffa, an excellent person

that Your Paternity knows very well, will come tomorrow morning to Bethlehem, to
spend the day, and perhapsetiollowing night.They willbeaccompanied

by several people, such as Mrs. Council and Mr. Sabadininedny case, | recommend
them to your charity and your kindness, and | reaffirm your affection in the Lord.

Finally, with what delicacy he treats ad even defends the workers employed by the Custody

to servethe pilgrims. Thus, May 19, 1885 he wrote to the same Guardian of Bethlehem:

Deo gratias, the servant John did not shirk hisddyf AO8 O xEU EA OAOOOT O AO
office.Nonetheless, | tookdvantage of the circumstance to remind him to always serve

with humility and faithfulness the pilgrims who receive hospitality from us.

| beg your Reverend Paternity, in the event someone asks why he came to find me, tell

Them that, occupied especialyith the caravan, | had some verbal instructions to give him to_ N
AAAT I Pl EOE EEO OAOOEAAh ET OOOOARNdohdstoudEAO ) A
think that the poor young man failed in his duty.

| inform you that | called John here, to give hinstructions regarding his way of servinthe

pilgrims, etc.All goes welll recommend myself to your prayers, so that the Divine Infant gives
me the grace and thstrength to maintain the great burdens of the moment.

Charity, piety, devotion without caunting, that is how our Custodial Vicar of the Holyand
always appeared.
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FATHER FREDERIC, APOSTLE OF BETHLEHEM AND THE INFANT JESUS

Regardless of the surprises and the disappointments their faith encounters, all Christians who
visit the Holy Places of Blestinefeel an immense need to share with their joy with others.

Father Frederic, a sensitive soul, a seraphic heart and a fully apostolic zéwld this great

desire. It would be desirable that Pilgrims would arrive in larger groups from Europe and from
America to rejoice with us the coming of the Savior, to hail the divine Child in his little cradle and
to adore him with us as the Savior of the Worl@eePilgrim of Palestine, New York Jan. 7,

1886, p21).

But since these pilgrims which he is so happy receive and for whom he deploys so much
solicitude are not and will not always be but privileged types, even if they arrive in a group
of 1200 or 2,000 in the famous Pilgrimages of Penance, Father Frederic did not fear to
borrow the great voice of thepress to speak to the catholic world about Bethlehem so dear
to his heart.We were not able to gather all his publications on the subjedtor if he sent

his articles to the French and American Franciscan reviews, we know that the journals of
these countiies, the Italian, Spanish and English reviews and elsewhere considered
themselveshappy to communicate them to their readers and translated the moving pages
written by Father Frederic.

For our part, we believe we continue the work of Father Frederic by galishing again in

this volume, his writings that we found on the subject of Betnlehen@QEAOAS8 O T 1 1T AAA
give a more or less complete list nor give a brief analysié/ith each article, we will

mention the source, that is the books where we have extractedem. To collaborate with

these diverse publications, Father Frederic did not have access to a typewriter as we do, so

he had to rewrite these long articlesthree or four times by hand.While this work was

laborious , it gave him new joy, since he was rkimg known and loved the country

which saw the birth of the divine Redeemer of souldNonetheless it is new evidence

of what he wrote to his nephew, Georges Dumont (January 27, 188lLhave so much to

write and do here.

At first glance this is a strangebservation. The first articles by Father Frederic about
Bethlehem appeared in an American publicatiorin 1881 (August 10 to the 22d) Father
Beggar passed through New York for the Holy LanRev. Father Charles Vissani of
Nazzareno, &ranciscancommissioner for the Holy Land received himReturning there,
they saw each other in May 1882They spoke at length of the interests of the

Holy Custody, as we will have occasion to prove elsewhere (Letters exchanged between
Rev. Father Custodian and Re¥ather Commissioner from New York in 188R). There
was probably question of starting an American publicationit started in January 1884 and
xAO AAI T AA O4( % 0) ,Fatte)Fredeficshadptomigéead Hs)coopedation,
but he returned to Jerusalen ill, and in the year 1884, he was close to death a number of
times.

Nonetheless, February 11, 1884 no sooner had the first issue of THE PILGRAM appeared,
that Father Vissani delicately asked Rev. Father Custodian, Guido de Cortdhgou could
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favor me with the description of the ceremonies in the various shrines, | would be most
grateful. | know that you must find yourself very busy, but you could give the task to someone
Al OAnh &£ 0 AgAi bl Ah 2A08 &AOEAO 6EAAO xEIT )

July22nd he came back with the requestt pray Your Reverend Paternity to give the task
to someone for example Father Vicar, or others, to write said correspondéhites
written in Italian, French or German, we have someone here to translate into English.

The project was no doubt suggested to Father Frederic, Custodial VicAespite the

state of his health and numerous other obvious taskbge accepted this one and went to work.
January 14, 1885 the Custodian wrote to New Yorkhope you received the letr of Father
Vicar FredericNow he prepares another article to send you next week.

On May 14, 18851 leave for the Holy Visit; but | leave Father Frederic in charge, who
sends his regards and sends you some articles for your publicafibe.articlesarrived
in the United States, because on July 24the Commissioner wrote to the Custodian:

Tell Father Vicar that | send my wisheés. OAAAEOAA EEO 1 AOOAOO xEOE C

In the next issue we will publish the correspondence on the Holy Week Ceresaon

Finally, the articles on Bethlehem are announced the 25f August, 1885 Father

6EAAO xEI OAT A0 EEO OACAOAOh xEI IOnOdtober210AT A U’

Rev. Father addst received the first two issues of the journal and you hawg most
distinguished complimentd. hope that Father Vicar will not fail to send you the material
for the articles which he promised me.

Was there a postal delayThe American Commissioner complains February 5, 1886:

| only received the letter of Septerab30" from Father Vicarwhere he talks about the
ceremonies in Bethlehem and the area around the Dead $ba first was published in

the January 1886 issue, and the next one will be published ddairthe mail arrives and

the Commissioner expresses higratitude on June 8, 1886Thank Father Vicar very much
for his articles which arrived recentlyinsatiable, six months later he asks again (February
8, 1887) 1 hope that Father Vicar received the PILGRIM of January, that contain his two
articles aboutBethlehemln the April issue will appear the one about the costumes of the
Bethlehem people-ather Custodian, see that | have some correspondehc®es a great
deal of good to promote the work of the Holy Land.

Excuse us these lists of excerpts oftters. We felt it necessary to make them known

because we find little regarding the collection of THE PILGRIM OF PALESTINE, even

in Washington, actual seat of the Commissariat of the Holy Lar®ly the same token, the

list of articles which Father Fredericcommunicated to the Postulation, seems incomplete.
Two articles in 1886, while he certainly sent some in 1885, four in 1887, and eleven in 1888.

By comparing the articles mentioned on the list with those which were published in the
REVUE FRANCISCAINE DEBDEAUX, we find that those were only part of these.

As for the latter, they were republished in LES ANNALES DU T.S. ROSAIRE

of Capde-Madeleine, from November 1894 to December 189(bne article per month)
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and in part in the REVUE DU TIERSRDRE ET DE LAERRE SAINTE of Montreal
(1891 - 1893).

These three periodicals spread to France, the United States and Canada, the principal facts
that a ChristanOET O1 A ET T x AAT OO0 OEA #EOU 1T &£ *AOOOG - /
of the Divine Infant.

In addition to the journal articles, Father Frederic also published book$le speaks of
Bethlehem especially in his LIFE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, whose first edition
appeared in 1894 and there is known a total of 42,000 copies; in the MONTH OF THE
HOLY ROSARY, 1895w 3,000 copies; in SAINT JOSEPH, HIS LIFE AND HIS CULT,
1902 z two editions; in THE LIFE OF THE MOST BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 2904
around 8,000 copies, the ALBUM OF THE HOLY LAND, 18@#lition of 5,000 copies,
and THE ANGELIC LAND, 1905, two editions nsisting of 7,000 copies.

Finally in 1900 he publishes a 32 page booklet to the Infant Jesus, patron of Christian youth.
Entitled THE INFANT JESUS OF PRAGUE for which he reproduces the statue, gives the

origin of this devotion, and the favors obtained though it. But the first part is used to speak

of the Infant Jesus and his predilection for childrerin the dedication that he makes to

Christian parents, he expresses in a few words the entire sense of his particular apostolate

Oi OEA # BMhérélisthe do@d® Qe origin, the point of departure of all good education?
Is it not at the foot of the Cradle of the MeBod2 I A OT 6 O / OCbrist tdach As, frok i O
entrance into this world, the importance of the salvation ofir soulsA T A A Helir@licabeor

us the certain way to arrive to our blessed end?

It seems to us that in writing and distributing thousands and thousands of copies in our

#AlT AAEAT DAOEOEAOh OEAO '1TTA &AOEAO &OAAAOEA .
of his yauth, under the eye of his mother, and atscho@ EA OET AT I PAOAAT A OPEC
OAI EOR xEEAE EA DOA/EAHeAnls hd breluiié by asduiigA 1 O AT U
parents: You will be happy if you obtain that your young children have a tender affection

fortEA )T £ZAT O *AOOO8 )1 OEAEO COi xEI ¢ PEAOUh OE/
4EAOB8O0 ET x UIT OI ¢ 3AET OO AOA 1 AAA8 ET OEA EAAO
an abundance of gifts!

Father Frederic did not insertpictures in these booksA OO OEA O A iwWheéhia 600kid AOOA
closed, the picture is forgottenTo keep the thought of the Divine Model present in thspirit,
he has recourse to statuary.

He had brought with him several lovely reproductions in wood of the Baby Jesus of

Bethlehem.He received some and asked for mor@n August 10, 1888 he replied to Rev.

Father Procurator General:We have the Infant Jesus which was destined for Paris, at your

request we are keepinthem.The following March 20 he asked Rev. Father Custodiantbé

Holy Land:An InfantJesus of Bethlehem, that is for the new Commissariat which will be

completed July 3L | offeredthe other three to selected BenefactoMarch 8, 1890 he

comments to the saménthe lastOEE DT AT O x A &l O10ktob&rR2A 18p4itoRey. O * A
Father Perron, o.m.i., pastoof Holy Savior in Quebec, he wrote:
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As for the Infant Jesus, despite all our desires, wehaie to wait until after ChristmasThe
guickest means is at least three months aw8yt wewill have ou precious little TreasureThen

in April, 1895: The Infant Jesus most be at satathis time, and as soon as he arrives, you will be
informed.

AEA EEOOO 1T £ OEAOGA OOPAAEAI " AT AZAAOI 066 O1 O
was His EminenceMsgr. Lafleche, who had given the land for the new Franciscan

foundation. We have evidence of it in the following letter of Father Frederic to the Rev. Father
Custodian in JerusalemPresently, | come to ask Your Paternity to tell Brother Benedict to

makea detailed drawing for me the Crib of Bethlehermwrote him an ad hodetter on March

28" and | have not heard from him.

It is to the Msgr. of Trois Rivieres that | wish to present the Crib in the Cathedral, such as it is.
| offered His Eminence a HoBambino di Bethlemme; that is venerated by the people and |
believe that the Divine Infant heals the sick little childrebwould be a great service to

me if Brother Benedict would send me his work by mail without delay.

It was at the very heart of thecharitable diocese that the project for which Father Frederic
would work his entire life: the reproduction of the most venerated sanctuaries of the Holy
Land.

For his part, the ardent missionary royally installed one of his gracious statues in the dear
church of Our Lady of the Rosary at Cagle-la-Madeleine, where he usually stayed.

Around 1888 or 1889 according to the witnesses, it was a great feast for the children he did
the solemn benedictionSoon he organized the prayer of the very little ones andleers before
the attractive representation.Immediately the daily pilgrimage of the school children was
established, at the end of the noon recess, and in certain circumstances, two or three times
a day.Father Frederic attracted them Often the entire reaeation was spent around the Good
Father from the Holy Land who spoke so well to the childrerhen, when the time came, the
Good Father accompanied them to church for their special prayers to Little Jesbsom his
pen, we find some of the intentions heecommended to them:

(A xOT OA 11 -AU o¢oh pywec O -1 00zand&a&ymoARIOEAO 2.
of Mary, for our dear children of the Caphey are ravishingThey group together like little

birds from the sky, around the little JesusRBéthlehem which we have here, in a nice crib.

Once | saw all the little children of one entire paridipreached during thirty minutesl

made each of them venerate the relic of the Infant JeBlad.one was frightened, not one

spoke, not one crie@Compekte silencelt is a wonderBenedicus Dominus qui facit mirabilia

solus.

In the Annals of the Most Holy Rosary (February 1893, p.38 he publicly expresses this
admiration. Each year especially during the good season, numerous pilgrims come to invoke
o , AAU T £ OEA -1 OQGhat(tHere id a dvin©IA &I bBBetBléhénx ET C

a blessed little statue of the Infant Jesus, in the same place as the HOLY CRIB IN BETHLEHEM
enriched with very numerous IndulgenceBhey know also that all the littlechildren
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of the parish who frequent the large school in the area of the church, come very day
after their noon recreation, recite the rosary before the altar of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Rosary then they say a special prayer to the divine Infant of thb.Chese dear
little earthly angels pray to the little JESUS, the joy of the Angels in Heaven, for

all the intentions of the subscribers of the ANNALS, but particularly for their little
friends, little sick children and especially for the mothers whosddrein die without
baptism.

These dear children obtain wondersFather Frederic must have been very happy to tell

them, among other things, one that is related in the Annals of September, 1893 (p. 179);
Becancourtz To Rev. Father Duguay, custodig®pmetime ago | requested the prayers

of the little children of the Cap who pray up to two and three times a day before the beautiful
statue of Mary and before her divine Child, the little statue blessed in Bethlehem and enriched
with such great indulgences.recommended my little boy who hagvers and who was not
getting better.It occurred to me to honor the Blessed Virgin by publishing the healing of my
child, if | obtained it through the prayers of the little children in her beautiful Shrimenade

the promise and almost immediately my little boy improvetoday he is fineA thousand

OEAT EOS

Let us also quote this witnessWriting to the Rev. Mother Josepha, superior of the Franciscan
Missionary Sisters of Mary in Quebec, May 2, 1893, on the subject pkaposed publication, a

Family Journal he gives a broad outlinet) Legends of the Blessed VirgR), Divine marvels in

the little children (We will win all the mothers this way, and fathers will not remain indifferent) .

He continued, They bringme allEA OEAE 1 EQOOI A AEEI| AGkHe&hildhT A x A
*AOOO 1T &£ "AOEI AEAT xET EAA1 O OEAI 8

4EA AEEI AOAT 60 AAOCAITTEAO 1 EEA OEI OA AO OEA #.
basis in all the parishesAt least, during retreats and Triduuns, Father Frederic never failed to

have one or two specific exercises for the school children, even for the younger ongs.the

talks invariably were about the Little Jesus and the exemplary piety of the children Gapde-
la-Madeleine.

Unable to endoweach church with a statue of the Child of Bethlehem, in his piety toward the
Infant, Father Frederic had the happy, and holy idea to propagate the statue of the Infant Jesus
of Prague.lt has the advantage of representing the little King standing ertain parishes still

have it.In certain ones, thousands of families also wanted them, if not the statue, at least an
image, which Father Frederic frequently had to sign.saw several of themSoon, in Christian
homes,during morning and evening prayer which wa done in common, families added aice
supplication to the Infant Jesus of Prague, learned by heart from a booklet from Father
Frederic. Sometimes also, it was recited in schools, especially when it was question of
obtaining general favors for parochial goups: rain, good weather, epidemics, floods, fires, etc.

It is therefore more than evident that Good Father Frederic kept very much alive in his soul
the dear memory of Bethlehem and by every means possible, he promoted the

beneficial devotion to the Chd JesusWe have not talked about his oral preaching on this
particular subject. It is because we have not found any written documents proving his
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homilies. For lack of themz if you will permit me | will recall a memories of my early youth.

It was a solenn triduum at St. Augustine of Portneuf which accompanied the benediction of
the Infant of Jesus of Prague statugbenediction followed by a great procession of said statue
throughout the entire village.Rev. Father Frederic presided over the Triduum anthe
procession.The statue still adorns the lower choir of the parish church.

(T xAOAOh &AOEAO &OAAAOEAGO ADPI OOT 1 AGA &£ O ETO
there. Returning to Canada in 1888, he brought a large number of relics from theoll Land,;

pieces from which came the great mysteries of the Redemptiohhese pieces or powders

were wrapped in double paper, which carried the seal of the Holy Land Custody on the front,

and onthe back the name of the placeSite of the Annunciation, Naareth; Site of Calvary,
Jerusalem,etcd EAOA xAOA OT 1 A O3EOA ITHeseOdids wdrdnmuth # OE Ah
easier toobtain because above and on the side of the Crib, the rock is still uncovered, being

veiled only by a tapestry.When the tapestrywas installed at the altar of the adoration of the

Angels in 1874, the Guardians of the Shrine collected with care the most minute particles of

rock.

Arriving at Cap-de-la-Madeleine in 1888, Father Frederic brought to the Marian Shrine the gift
of severalconsiderable relics; sites and mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary for a special
reliquary; and other sites related to Our Lord, especially his Passion (séd2 JOURNAL DE
TROISRIVIERES, 20 Sept. 1888, Revue du T.O., Nov. 1888 p. 308; Annales du Tres Saint
Rosaire, Sept. 1894 p. 176).

He distributed to the Pilgrims of the Cap, and especially @hristian families by the thousands,
OEA 1T OEAO PAAEAOO AOiI i OEA O3EOA T &# OEA (11U

So God started to perform wonders and healings with the application diese relics of the

Holy Crib.Father Frederic rejoiced in his heartSouls ceased to attribute the gift of miracles to

him; he could defend himself on the virtue of the relics from the Holy Land, given that the

faithful continued to believe in like favorsleaving the answer from Heaven to the prayers of

OEA OEIT U [ EOOETTAOUG AT A A OAxAOA A O EEO AA
Jesus.

We allow ourselves to complete this chapter by recounting one of these favarsthe first

years of theANNALS OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY entirely written by Father Frederic, but
become extremely rare in the countryWe will read it as it is related, a witness to the popular
AEEAAOEOAT AGO 1T £ &AOEAO &OAAAOEAS8O ADPI 0011 AOA

In Issue #2 of he Annals of the Most Holy Rosary (Feb. 1892, p-3®). we read the following
certainly told by Father Frederic:Mrs. B. living in one of the neighboring parishes to Trois
Rivieres (St. Etienne des GreShe is a privileged soul, as one Our Lord visitériays because He
loves herMrs B. was for many long years on calvary due to continual iliness, sufferings and
trials. The most painful for her was to see that all her little children died, and died without the
benefit of baptismShe had used all sortsf remedies and alone, in His mercy could heal her of all
EAO ET £ZEOi EOEAOS
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Her husband had the pleasure of obtaining for her, through a pilgrim from the Holy Land

(who is none other than Father Frederich little bit from the Site of the HOLY CRIB, from

this blessed site where the Divine Child of Mary stayed for 40 days with his divine Mother,
touching this venerable Rock with His little feet and His divine little hanfigireat virtue

must be attached to these rocKder faith made her waitShe wore heholy relic carefully

I T EH&@p$ motherMrs. B. was fully spareder little child was born full of life, beautiful like

a little angel of the earth and rejoiced forever of the wonderful grace of being a little child of God
and friend of Little Jesus e salvific waters of holy Baptism.

The couple in their joyful thanksgiving, came to receive hobynmunion at the shrine of Our

Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, and offer their newborn to the divine Child of Mary, before the
gracious statue of Baby Jesidessed and enriched by the most precious Indulgences in the very
place of the holy Crib of Bethlehem!

Knowledge of the virtues of the Relic of the Holy Crib is launchebhe favors will respond to
the confidence of the faithful and the prayers of theintercessor, Father Frederic;The
ANNALSof February 1893 (p.38) recall a similar case and adds the following:

Mrs. L. T. P. from Montreal went through the same trial, the most painful for a truly Christian
spouseReading in the Annals of the Most Holgdary about this favor obtained by confidence
in the precious Relics, she had the same faith, and she set out to find one for hEnsdliivine
Child of Bethlehem granted her this consolatigkddressing the publisher of the Annals, she
asked him to recommend her to the prayers of the Rosary, and especially to the prayers of the
children of the Parish at the Cap.

(AOA EO xEAO OEA ODPI OOA 1T £ - 008 Qssu®dioh xOIAGA
know what expression would best serve to thayiu and your charitable parishioners, for

OEA O1T ENOA CEZO xA EOOO OAAAEOAA mOI I OEA $)6
You were interested in our cause which was almost desperate and God heard us in the

birth of our child who was born th6th of this month, full of life and who was Baptized the same
AAUu8 'IT A AA POAEOAA Ad4888b AO EEO EIT U -1 OEA

April, p.74: Saint Gregoirg Thanks to the little JESUS OF THE CRIB and his holy Mother!

A 1TEOOI A AEEI A T £ I&BawAvdlks wohdeduldy ApErson ihio Suffefetl 8 O  x A
from great shoulder pain applied a relic from the Site of the HOLY CRIB and the pain

disappeared instantly!

In May (pp. 97%8) is a letter published in the Annals from a pastorSt. PierrelesBecquets,
January 21, 1893Dear Father (Father Duguay).must share with you a healing obtained

during our last pilgrimage.J.L. of this parish, suffered from dyspepsia for the last three or

four years, and had tried many cures to no avdihe night we returnedrom our pilgrimage,

he had supper and went to rest earlghortly after, as usual, he started having great discomfort.
He placed the Relic of the SITE OF THE HOLY CRIB on his chest, and it wasogdhen

the confidence in the precious souvenirstioé Sites where the great mysteries of the Most Holy
Rosary were accomplished’our most devoted brother , Gl Garceau, Pastor
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In June, (p.115)x St. Eugenale-Granthamz Last year, | came down with a congestion

which stubbornly stayed with me for @mund three monthsThe doctor gave me no relidf.

could find no rest, day or nigho, armed with a Relic from the SITE OF THE HOLY CRIB,

| started a novena to Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary and on the ninth day, my cough
disappearedcompletely and tlat while refraining from any medication during the nine days.

)y AAT OI AAph AT A xAO 111U A 1TEOOIA xAAETAOGO x|

(p. 118) St. Paulde-Chesterz For a long time | suffered from a very painful oppressidine

pain always inceasedOne night, the oppression was so violent that they feared for my life.

During this extreme condition, | suddenly remembered my Relic from the SITE OF THE HOLY
CRIBI took it and placed it on my chedinmediately the choking stopped and since then

feel no pain whatsoevet. OET OOAT A OEAT EO &£ O OEEO £AOT 08 !

In July, three healings (pp. 13Y) z Mrs. G. had numerous grave illnesseésndemned by the

doctors who feared suffocation, mostly due to a loss of blood which weakenecbihsiderably,

on the eve of Holy Thursday, the gravely ill womalaces on her head a Relic from the SITE

/I & 4(% (/,9 #2)"h xEOE OEA ET OET AEAI A Al 1 EEAA
day, to the great surprise and | must say stupefaction of #ssistant, Mrs. G. came alone to

the communion rail and took communiorshe then participated in all the ceremonies of Holy
Thursday.On the holy day of Easter and the following Sunday, she was seen attending the Offices
with the rest of the faithful At the very moment she applied the HOLY RELIC the

cause of her hemorrhaging, declared incurable by three doctors, completely disappeared.

Quasimodo Sunday, April 8. witness.

Louisevilez- 08 860 1 EOOI A AT Uh A AEEI Aydiffigaitydx1 AT A A
breathing caused by an interior inflammationHis parents expected death at any minuihey

applied the Relic of the SITE OF THE HOLY CRIB, and the pain diminished

on the spotSeveral days later the child was completely healddsubscriber.

Shawiniganz March 30 18937 Mrs. Omer Caron suffered from a leg wound since June 1892

and despite the medication given by doctors or people said to be knowledgeable , the wound kept
getting larger. Discouraged by the ineffectiveness of the medicatidviss. Caron asked for a

healing at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosalfamily novenas were made, and they applied to

the edge of the wound, the Relic from the SITE OF THE HOLYR&iBthat moment, the

wound stopped growing, and from one day to the nextaligg took place, so well that now

OEAOA EO 11 OOAAA T &£/ OEEO I ATECTI AT O xi OT A OEA
(Settlement of the promise, etc§ & AOEAO #EO8 " Al 1 Al AOAS

Published in the September 1893 issup.179) z St. JearDeschaillong A dangerously ill

young girl asked for prayers at Our Lady of the Most Holy Ros&he herself applied with a

Dol £ 01 A OAOPAAO AT A A COAAO AT 1T EEAAT AAnh A 2A
the favor was obtained A thousand thanks8 A # E By. Fhe foll@&ving Year, nearly every

month at least one extraordinary grace is reported.et us

guote the first, then enumerate the others.

January (1894, pp. 1516): Maria Morrisette , ten yhears old, from St. Sylvere was afflicted with
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epilepsy, and shill very frequentlyLast year, the poor child went with her mother with the

Pilgrimage from St. Gertrude to the Cafer mother brought her to the priestHather Frederic)

who sent her to pray before the CHILD OF BETHLEHHEM.little girl prayed with admirable

fervor. Getting up, she felt herself delivered of the terrible afflicti@ince the visit to the Cap,

today a year later, little Maria has not fallen a single timder mother cried with joy and
COAOEOOAA xEAT OAIl 1 ET EathelFredeAd OGou)EEO | AOOAT 8

On the following page, 17St. Gregoiredf Nicolet) z Healing of a stuttering childoy the
application of a Relic from the SITE OF THE HOLY CRIB.

p.40:Pointe-du-Lac.A child had a serious sore throat; he was cured instafyythe application
of a Relic from the SITE OF THE HOLY CRIB.

March, p.60St. AugustinThree healings by the Relic of the HOLY CRIB.

April, p. 80: Shawinigan,- healing of a goiter by the application of the Relic from the SITE OF
THE HOLY CRIB.

May, p95: St. Peter des BecqueiBhe mother of a family give thanks because her child was
able to be baptized, thanks to the relic.

Item: Amanda Pepin had received the last rites having three grave illnességplication of
the relic.( AAT AAS8

June, p. 115Mrs. Anselme Gsette of St. Narcissesuffered for several years from a great
AT T CAOOEI TN ) AT Ol AT 60 mwasxhredibythel@phchtionOAT AET 1 U
of the Relic from the Site of the Holy Critor a year now, | have felt nothing.

At Chanplain, Hilaire J. cured of influenzd U OEA OAIl EAS

p.118:! O 308 #AOEiIi EOh A PAOOIT EAAI AA T &£ AAAEAI
Abbl EAAOCETT T £ OEA OAIl EAS8

August p. 157:Mrs. J.B.D. announced the healing of her little girl afflicteddoer a year by
a weakness and becoming infallibly infirm, according to the advice of the doctor.

Finally, October p. 199A subscriber from St. Casimir cured by the relic of the Crib of
congestion and asthma from which she suffered for 4 yearsl.R. of StGenevieve,
from pain of an inverted chest.

By the year 1895, the favors obtained were so numerous that the directors of the Annals
classified them by series and had them printed in small print, content to list only the locations
and the illness curedHowever, we bring up again nine references to the application of the
relic from the Site of the Holy CribAlso, the news spread to the Unite&tates where Father
Frederic went to do a series of homilied-or the searchers, | note onlya word of these
references:pp.20 a father and his son from Ste. Sophae-Levrard; 60:
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a child from Missoula; 80: a child from Victoriaville97: O. Ferron from Yamachiche, illness

of the eyes; StGeorges, terrible illness; St. Jeah 6 ) AAOOGEIT 1 Ah El 1 TRABO 1T £ O
la-Madeleine, a mother in danger; 158: E.X.E. beland of Maskinonge, the child is walking;

197: G.L. from FaiRiver, from a stomach illness, 220: the daughter ofl3.M. of St. Luc,

immediately cured of scarlet fever.We did not explore subsequenty AA OO 8

There are more proofs than are needed of the influence in Canada of the relics of the Crib
brought from Bethlehem by goodrather Frederic.

Now we conclude the long historical expose of th8ervant of God, Father Frederic Janssoone
of Ghyvelde extraordinary activity either in Bethlehem or in favor of Bethlehem.

Personally animated by a great love of the Child Jesus, nothing was too much when it came to
this Cradle and the souls who had the joy of living it; construction of the church and the

specil collection which brought about unexpected circumstances: defending the rights of the
Churchagainst the incessant impieties from the schismatic persuasions; preaching to

religious communities who educated the youth of Bethlehem; presiding over liturgida
ceremonies andthe solicitude shown the pilgrims to Bethlehem; the particularly voluminous
correspondence inthe American and French publications; and in Canadapublicist the likes

of which had neverbeen seen before hintireless preacher, promoter ofthe devotion to the
Child Jesusand narrator of everything new that went on in Bethlehem; such as the documents
show us theardor of Father Frederic toward the Redeemer Born in His earthly Cradle.

By design, we were brought to this city where the Servamf God only passed/Ne hope
some other time to be able to narrate the more prodigious activity in Egypt, in Galilee, and
especially in JerusalemThe documents are full of these subjects.

Taking leave of outbenevolent readers, leave them to delight aheir leisure in the writings of
Good Father Frederic about Bethlehem we leave them to hasten through their prayers and
sacrifices the long desired day when Our Holy Mother the Roman Church will permit us to
honor in a public cult this great Servant of Jess, of His divine Mother and of their beloved
country: the HOLY LAND!
Father PautEugene Trudel, o.f.m.
archivist of the Vice postulation.
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PART TWO
Simple Alert

We believed that a new edition of the published writings of Good Father Fredeistould take
place in thisvolume. We spoke of this in the first partMany of them have become almost
impossible to find

We organize them here in an approximate order by the noted sourceEhere are probably
others that we have not been able to identifpr locate. This collection provides approximately
everything that we can say about Bethlehem and shows us the vast historic and artistic
scholarship of the Servant of God.

Since the same article appears in several volumes or journals with some variatignge have
indicated them in parentheses.

We believe we scrupulously transcribed the texts that are republished her&he passages or
the italicized words are those of Father Frederic himself#hen we felt it necessary to add
certain explanations, we fla¢ AA OEAI AO OAT PUEOOSO 11 OAbO68

Let the reader follow the explanations of the Servant of GoWhat Christian would be excused

from not knowing the royal city which has the honor of containing the Crib of the MaGod?

These pages will help himThiswas Gé6 A’ & AOEAO & OAAAOEABOINBAOEOA E
ours also in grouping them in this edition.

| z BETHLEHEM IN HISTORY

We speak of you, Bethlehem, land of Judafou are not the least among the principle cities of
Judah; for it is from you that caméhe Chief who would rule Israel, who would lead his sheep
in sublimity in the Name of the Lord his God, and who should be glorified all the way to the
endsof the earth.

The documents that we are going to transcribe are above all important from the poines
view of archaeology and history.

&ET Al 1T uh O1T 1T OCATEUA OEA 1T AOOAOETTh xA ETAI OA
Basilicas, in the world We will then describe the Basilica of the Nativity, and finally, we will

penetrate its precious Sanctuary.

HISTORY OF THE CITY

The time of the foundation of Bethlehem in Judah (Ephrata, the fruitful) we find existed 1,740
years before JestShrist is lost in the night of time.

Among the historic personages of that timet les first cite Abesan who had thirty sons and as
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many daughters, and judged the people of Israel for seven years.

Bethlehem gave day to the Levite who, passing from the tribe of Ephraim, received the ‘
hospitality of Machiah and who, on the eve of beco@in OEA DPOEAOO 1T £ EEO ET C
was brought almost by force to Lais by six hundred men from the tribe of Dan.

From Bethlehem came this unfortunate woman who was subjected to the most atrocious
outrages and whose body was cut into twelve parts by herldarsl the Levite, and sent to
the twelve tribes of Israel.

Elimelech and Naomi, whose son Mahlon married Ruth, a Moabite, were born in Bethlehem.
Also Boaz whose glory is having been the grgatat grandfather of David.

THE BOOK OF RUTHTSINSTRUCTIONS

The object of the little book that carries the name of Ruth is to make known the genealogy of
David, the founder of the royal race and that of Jesu& OE OO 8

The story of the Moabite, Ruth let the sacred writer describe the origin of Israelnarchy.

Living in the time of the Judges; this Book is considered an appendix or a supplement to
Book of Judges&urther, it is impossible to set a precise date for the events mentioned in Ruth.
7A ATT160 ETTx xEI xOi OA OEEO 001 ouUs

The Book of Judge®i | T 6001 U AAT OO OEA DPAT PI AGO ET £ZEAAT EO
deliveranceslf we judged all the Israelites by these naturally somber images, we might be

critical of them.Yet, in those troubled times, there were souls faithful to the God of

their fathers, and families where the cult of Jehovah was conserved in all its pUtig.Book of

Ruth joyfully supplements the gaps in the Book of Judijesakes us penetrate into a family of
Bethlehem and we draw a scene from domestic life.

It is a ravishing story of incomparable freshness, a charming grace, a moderate touch, an
exquisite work of art.The most capable poet could not have imagined characters in better
harmony or better choserBoaz , whose thought is present in all the desadlf his life, diligent

and attentive to in the cultivation of his lands, good to his servants, condescending toward them,
loved by all, liberal toward strangers, respecting the right of others and observing the law even
in his love for Ruthhis kinswanan. This Moabite was a touching and sympathetic figure so
devoted and generou® her motherin-law in memory of her spouse, of a simple modesty, a
great patience inthe support of poverty, and such a candid gentleness toward Naditmii

stranger, adoped bythe people of Jehovah, because of her virtues, destined to become one of
the ancestors of th&lessiah, was not only for us a beautiful character, she was the gauge of our
vocation to thefaith, for us gentiles who like her, were called from errtortruth. Naomi is the
iTOEAO T &£ OEA ZAT EI U OUPARh OEA OO0OITC xii AT O
about. She is theeligious woman, faithful to carrying out her duties with tact, wisdom and
prudence, alwaysounting on God, in adversitys in prosperity.

In contrast there is Orpha whas not bad, but does not have as generous a heart to follow her
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mother-in-law to the end, leaving her after kissing her and thus renouncing the true religion )
without doubting herself, to returrhometo R O PAT D1 A AT A OOI EAO Ci A0
(Manuel Bibl. tom I1)

BETHLEHEM, THE COUNTRY OF KING DAVID

"U '"TA80 1T OAAOh OEA DPOI PEAO 3AI OA1 1 AAA $AOEA
We know it is this young shepherd, sent to Bethlehgyrhis father Isaiah, to

bring provisions, an ephah of roasted grains and ten loaves to three of his brothers, found

them with Saul and all the children of Israel, fighting in tieerebinth valley against the

Philistines. (This valley, according to a respable tradition, is located near Jerusalermhe

pilgrims cross it about four miles from the Holy City, and we show them the place where David,

with a little polished stone picked up at the bottom of the torrent and shot from his sling brought

down the impre giant Goliath.)

Brought before Saul, he told him with confiden@- AU 11 11 A80 EAAOGO bl OT .
man (Goliath, who had dared defy the army of the living God), | your servant, will go to fight

ACAET OO O ESAul engwerkedEhim®© @i icahdosresist this Philistine, nor fight against
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the middle d the flock, | pursued them, attacked them, and pulled the prey from their mouth, and

when they rose up against me, | grabbed them by the throat, strangled them and killed them.

I, your servant, have killed a lion and a bedtrwill be likewise for this uncircumcised Philistine.

Now | will go and remove the yoke of the people, for who is this Philistine who dared damn the

army of the living God2nd David added®4 EA |, T OA xEI AAl EOAOCAA [ A A
and the claws of the bear, He himgeél x E1 1  AAl EOAO [ A AOISbSalisald EAT |
toDavidO' Th AT A T AU OEA ,1 O0A AA xEOE Ui 0668 7A ET°

brought down the giant with a rock from his sling, and killed him with his own sword, he cut off
hisheAA AT A OAI T OAA O&skhisGame Hodng shédherd tiahk AdlysSpirit

praised directly in this manner©! O OEA A£AO xAO OAI T OAA AOT I OEA
children of IsraelHe played with the lions as with the lambs, and witte bears he acted in the

same manner as the little lambs of his youth.

O) 6018060 EO EA xEI EEITAA OEA B akityhis hakdby @A i i OA
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the Lord gave hima man strong in war and raised the power to overturn his natigdiso, He

CAOA EEI OEA EIT1T1T0 1T &£ OAT NOEOEET ¢ OA1T OET OOAT .
blessings by offering him a crown of glomie broke the enemmn all directions, he usurped the

Philistines, enemies to this day, he broke their pride forelreall his endeavors, he gave glory to

the Holy and Most HighHe wrote songs before the altar, and he accompanied their songs with

gentle modulationsHe gawe pomp to the celebration of Feasts, he adorned the sacred temples to

the end of his life, and finally he praised the Holy Name of the Lord and raising each morning the
holiness of God he Lord purified him of his sins and assured him by an alliance gdéam and a
OEOITA T £ ciToUu ET ) OOAAI 86

Thus speaks the Holy Spirit about David, the illustrious ancestor of the Virgin Mary, the most
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gentle Queen of the Most Holy Rosary.

Also from Bethlehem were the two brothers Joab and Asael and it is in the saaue {#lat the
servants of David buried him pierced by the lance of Abner, son of Ner, prince of the army of Saul.

Around 975, Bethelehem was expanded and fortified by Rohoboam, son of Solomon, but
after the Babylonian captivity, 123 of its inhabitants al@returned to occupy it, 536 years
before Jesu€hrist.

THE ANCESTORS OF JESUS

Matthan, and his son Jacob, father of Joseph who would become the spouse of the holy Virgin
Mary were born in BethlehemAccording to tradition, Bethlehem was the birthplaacg St. Anne,
the mother of the Immaculate VirgirBut what makes Bethlehem illustrious forever, is the
unique honor among all of having given day to the G&dvior around the year 4,000 after
creation.

In 530 of the Christian era, the fortifications of ihillustrious city were restored by the emperor
Justinian At the time of the Crusades, it became the episcopal seat; and when the king
summoned the feudal bans of his crown, the Bishop, in his capacity as count of Bethlehem,
provided him with a company fawo hundred soldiers.

In 1440, Bethlehem was again surrounded by a wallo forts defended it; one on the west in
the upper part, near the route to Jerusalem, and the other to the east, near the Basilica.

In 1834 Pasha Ibrahim had the Muslim quarteectholished because the inhabitants took
up arms against him.

In 1881, the Fathers of the Holy Land replaced the old parish church which had become
inadequate for the needs of the population, with a beautiful roman style church.

ACTUAL STATE OF THE CITY

Bethlehem sits approximately two thousand eight hundred feet above the Mediterranean,
on a mountain of chalklike rock, surrounded by fertile valleys planted with trees and vines.
Extending to the east and the west, the formerly fortified city has becomeen city.

Bethlehem has around 6,100 inhabitants, of which 3,540 are catholic, 1760 are not united
Greeks, 700 separated Armenians, about twenty Protestants and a hundred Muglims.
statistic is for the year 1885).

THE BLESSED VIRGIN AND SAINT JO$EBO TO BETHLEHEMVie de Saint
Joseph, by Father Frederic of Ghyvelde, o.f.m. Quebec, 1902, pp-113) and (Annales du
Tres Saint Rosaire, 1896, pp. 49 and following, a shorter, less unctuous narration.)

It was determined by the unalterable will of thiglost High that the only Son of the Father
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would be born in the city of Bethlehem, and by virtue of this divine decree, the ancient Prophets
announced the event long before it happened, because the determination of the absolute will of

the Lord is alwaysnfallible. Heaven and earth will pass before it ceases to take place because no

one can resist itThe Lord prepared the execution of this unalterable decree by means of an edict

the emperor AugustugCaesar published in the empire, and by which (accordio¢st. Luke) he

ordered a census of all the inhabitants of the earithis empire stretched over the greater part

of the world known to the Romand. EA0O6 O xEU OEAU xAOA AAI 1 AA OE?RZ
paying much attention to the rest of the worl@ his census consisted of making known the

Al PAOT 060 OOAEAAOO OI OEAO xEEI A PAUEI C A AAO
temporal things, to make themselves known, each had to go to his city of birth to be inscribed in

the common registry.

This edict came to Nazareth and to the attention of Saint Joséfghwent home upset (because

he was away when he heard about it) and gave the news to his divine SpBusthe very

prudent Virgin repliedO4 EA Al DAOI 06 O AAEA Qis thnafidr 8nBthex T OOU [
King of heaven and the universe who controls the events of ourHie Providence will assist us

and guide us through all occasioniset us confidently abandon ourselves to this condwaetr

EIT DPAO xEI1l 110 A&ZAEI 86

The Blessed Vilig was appraised of all the Mysteries of her divine S&he knew how the

prophecies would be realized, and that the only Son of the Father and hers must be born in
Bethlehem, poor and a stranget. 00 OEA AEAT 80 OAU AT UOEEd ¢ O 3
I OAAO T £ OEA , 1T OAh OEA Angtiirig 8h® hag dot b®en Commahnde® O1 C A
to say, she kept with an admirable discretion, despite her desire to console her very faithful

spouse Joseph, and abandoning herself without reserve tothe divi 0 OT OEAAT AAh OEA
want to appear imprudent in his eyes, contrary to the counsel of the Sagen they discussed

what they should do, and while saint Joseph could have made the journey alone, he expressed the
desire to his divine Spouse that shecampany him, and prayed at the same time to

consult the will of God in this matter.

4EA 1100 EOIi ATA 3PpT OOA OOAI EOOAA O xEAO 3AET
the divine will, she wanted to take advantage of this occasion to show hedielpee and

submissionShe presented the suggestion and the wishes of her very faithful spouse to the Lord,

and the divine Majesty replied®- U " AT T OAA AT A 1T U $1 OAh AT 1T & Oi
suggests and wisheAccompany him on this trig. will be with you.l will help you and protect

you with a paternal love in the burdens and tribulations that you will endure for Me, and

however great they will be, the strength of my arm will have glorious resisur steps will be

beautiful and agreeable in yeyesDo not fear, my Beloved, and go, as it is i | Thef,dn the

presence of the august mother, He gave the guardian Angels acoemmandment to serve her

on this journey with particular care for the solemn and mysterious events that awaited her.

Our great Queen was renewed and elevated by a celestial knowledge , enlightened with a

knowledge of these new mysteries relative to the evils that would have shadow her.

(AOT AGO DPAOOAAOOEIT T -BoEGAddo séverdl oteErd@d@ins Whith OEA ET
would happen to herReady for everything, she kept her invincible heart in the peace of the

Lord and gave him a thousand thanks for all that He did for her.
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The Sovereign of Heaven made this response known to Saint Joseph and told himehaosh
High wanted her to obey him and accompany his on his journey to Bethlehem, and that filled
him with joy.

The day of their departure, the holy spouse hurried to Nazareth to find a mount to carry the

Queen of the universé.was very difficult tofind one, because so many people were going to
AEEZAOAT O AEOEAO O OACEOOAO OEBuEaderinuth AO AT A
effort, preparation andstruggle he finally found a small donkey among all the unreasonable

animals, we could sayecause it would not only carry the Queen of the universe and with her

the King of kings and the Lord of lords, but he would assist at the birth of the Child and in this

ET OOAT AAnh OAT AAOAA O EEO #OAAOT Oh refEked hih x ET C
AT A 1T /&£ xEEAE ) xEIl OAU i1 OAs8

The august Mary and the glorious Joseph left Nazareth for Bethlehem, alone as poor and humble
travelers in the eyes of the world, without according them a greater esteem except that which
humility and poverty can obtain.But, admirable secrets of the Most High hidden to the superb
AT A Ei bAT AOOAAT A POOGAAT AA 1T &£ OEA &£ AGEh OEAU
with a magnificent cortege of inestimable wealth and a great glofijhey were the most withy

object of the eternal Father and His immense love, and most esteemed in HisHiglytcarried

with them the treasure of heaven and of the very Divinithe entire celestial Court revered

them.All the insensible creatures recognized the true andrig Ark of the Testament, better

than the waters of the Jordan knethe one who was the symbol, when they parted in respect to
open forhim a liberal passage, as well as to all who followed.

They were accompanied by this admirable celestial militiavdfich is spoken abovétis in this

royal transport, hidden to the eyes of mortals, that walked the incomparable Mary and her

spouse Joseph, certain that their feet would not stumble against the rock of tribulation because
the Lord had ordered His own Awrtg to carry them in their hands, and guide them in all their
ways.These very faithful ministers carried out this order, and served their great Queen as most
submissive subjects, expressing their admiration and their joy at the sight of so many mysteries,
so many perfections, and so much grandedill.the treasures of the Divinity brought together in

one simple creature, and with such a great dignity, such a lofty reason, that she surpassed their
intelligence.They sang new hymns to the Lord, to the sovgneKing of glory, they contemplated
resting against her head of fine gol&he wasthe august Mother which thegnsidered at once

an incorruptible and animatedchariot, a fertile kernel of the Promised Land which contained the
living grain , alsoamerchak 08 O OEAE OAOOAl xEEAE AAOOEAA Oi
mean Bethlehem, so that, dying on earth, he would multiply in heaven!

4EA OT UACA OITE ZEOA AAuOh AAAAOOGA OEA ETT U O
because of theandition of the Virgin MotherThere were no shadows for our divine Queen,

for while our holy travelers traveled part of the nighThe angels spread such a great light, that
even if the stars had been suns, they would not have made a brighter day omtieentore

serene.
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At these hours of the night, Saint Joseph took advantage of the prophecy and also enjoyed the
sight of the AngelsSo a celestial choir was formed, and our august Sovereiga her holy

spouse responded to the blessed spirits with songs$ admirable hymns of praise of the type

that the fields changed into new heaverihe Queen of the universe rejoiced during the entire
trip at the sight and the splendor of her ministers and her subjects, as well as their gentle
conversations.

The Lord nixed into these favors and ineffabf@ivileges, some embarrassment and some

suffering caused by the voyage for his divine Motherfact, meeting so many people who filled

OEA ET1T0O0 AT A xEI Al OAOAA OEA Ol OOAasétithdmd#aU OE.
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Poor and timid, they were less well received than the others, and exposed to more inconveniences
than the rich.The world which consults only appearances, ordinarily gives its favors unjustly

with regards accepting peoplélhat is why our holy voyagers heard many disagreeable

suggestions where they arrived tire@ometimes they were treated like useless and despicable
people, or they relegated the Mistress of heaven aadh to the corner of a vestibul®ften she
xAOT 60 AOGAT OAAARAEOAAR OEA afdmigedh leérfeveAnole EAO O
abject and distasteful facilitiesBut however miserable the place, the celestial Spirits were with

their sovereign lord and their august Queershe was immediately surrounded like an

impenetrable wall in such a way that the lying in of the true Solomon was assured and protected
against the fear and surprises of the nighithe most faithful spouse Joseph, seeing that the

Mistress of the universe was so well guarded, rested and slept in peace at the prayer of our
charitable Sovereign who kept much of what was recalled of the fatigue of the Biring that

time, for her part, she yielded to celestial conversations with seblime Spirits who attended

her.

However Solomon announced in his Songs the great mysteries of the Queen of heaven under
assorted metaphors and similaritie$le spoke more specifically in chapter three of what
happened to the divine Mother after thiecarnation and during the voyage she took to
Bethlehem, for all that is told or read in Solomon was carried out to the letter, of her chariot,
of the head of fine gold, and the guard that was placed by the strongest and the most
courageous of Israel wheejoiced in the divine vision, and all the rest that is contained in

the prophecy.

Finally, to make the point, all that | said should suffice to turn all my admiration toward the

mystery of the infinite wisdom that encompasses this work so worthy offla&rO OO0 A 6 O
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amazed at the sight of such a prodigious event occurringnost exreme and most distanced?

An infinite God is truly hidden in the virginal womb of a young girl full of beauty and grace,

innocent, pure, agreeabland gentle, lovable in the eyes of God and of men above all that this

very Lord created and would ever cregtThis august Sovereign, with the treasure of the

Divinity, distained, afflicted and pushed away by the blind ignorance and the stupid pride of the
worldly! Yet even when she is retreated into the most abject places, loved and esteemed by the
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most holy Tinity, favored with his caresses, served, revered, defended and protected by the
Angels who form her vigilant guard!

O children of menWhen will you have a heavy hearflou esteem riches, you distain the poor,

you raise the mighty, you beat down the hie, you rebuke the just and you applaud those who

are full of pride.Your discernment is blind and your reasoning perverted in such a way that you
find yourself deceived in your own desirdsnbitious, seeking riches, you are reduced to a

greater povertybecause you have embraced whawepor .If you had received the Ark of the

true God, you would have obtained a thousand benedictions from His liberal hand, like
Obededon, but because you have distained her, a large number among you have experienced the
same as AzariahYou have been chastised!

Among the diversity of successive events, our travelers the most pure Mary and Joseph arrived
in the city of Bethlehem, on the fifth day of their journey, which was a Saturday, around four

I A1 T AE ET he @inteAvhed, Guking Ehke @ifiter ©lstice, the sun sets and night
approaches in the Holy Lan@hey entered the city to find lodging, and having gone through
several streets and asking for hospitality, not only at hostels, but at the homes of their friends
and close relatives, they were not received anywhémenany places, they were dismissed in an
uncivil and demeaning wayOur august Queen followed her spouse who went from house to
house, from door to door, across the chaos formed by so many peipknew well that the

homes and the hearts of men would be closed to them, yet she wished to suffer this sorrow and
humiliation. Her extreme modesty inspired her in order to obey Saint Joseph, for it was more
painful for her due to her condition and her age, circulate in the middle of this multitude than
failing to find lodging.

Continuing through the city, the came upon the house where the common registry located,
and in order not to have to return, they stopped to be recorded and pay the royal tributeoR
that business, they resumed their search and stopped at other ho§tktsy asked for hospitality

in more than fifty houses where they experienced blunt refusals, while the celestial Spirits
admired the very lofty mysteries of the Lord, the patieraned gentleness of His Virgin Mother,
the magnanimity of Saint Joseph and the insensibility of the pedfigh these feelings, they
blessed the Almighty in His works and in His mysterious designs, understanding that He wanted
this very day to raise to thaighest glorr the humility and the poverty that men distained!... Mary
and Joseph found a stable afdUR LORD JESGSRIST CAME INTO THE WORIDis

chapter ends with the text of St. Luke 2-47, and by the narration of the adoration of the
shepherds, dacribed further.)

THE BIRTH OFJESUSCHRIST

(In the Life of Jesus Christ (pp. 11-14) Father Frederic quotes simply the second chapter of
the Gospel of St. Luke verses1. In the Life of the Most Holy Virgin he adds several
reflections and details;in the Life of Saint Joseph repeats part of the preceding, witha few
other considerations, and finally in theAnnals of the Most Holy Rosary 1896 (March, April
and May) he takes up one text, then another, but in a reverse ordédflere we give the same
text just one time, keeping it in a logical sequence.)
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(Gospel text: Luke 2:1-7)
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enrolled.

This was the first enrollment when Quirinius was governor of SyrieSo all went to beenrolled,
each to his own town And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to
Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family
of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was withkdld. While they were there

the time came for her to have her child and she gave virth to her firstborn so8he wrapped

him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
ET i(TBeexpressionfirst born accordingto St. Jerome, does not always imply in Scripture
the idea that other children would be born later.Thus it simply means that Mary did not have
any children previously.The Hebrews also calfirst born children who were an only child, as
well as those whohad brothers and sisters. (Note in the.ife of Jesus Christ p. 11)

i &AOEAO &OAAAOEAGO 4A@0OQ

Before penetrating the augus$anctuary of the Holy Grotto, let us stop for a minute, pious
reader.After having meditating on the page of the sacred text thatls us the story of the
Birth of the Savior of the world, let us read here at the foot of the stable, a gripping page of
profane history which solemnly announces the Monarch of the world, holding in our hands
the Book of the Holy Evangelists, and then widl accompany Joseph and Mary, surrounded
by Pious traditions and gracious Legends.

Then we will describe the topography of these Holy Sites and we will visit them, one
by one with the Franciscans, Guardians of the Holy Sites in their Daily Procession.

Finally we will describe the religious Parish that has the joy of having them, and we
will end our visit to Bethlehem with the application of the Third Mystery of the Most
Holy Rosary.

The universe breathed in silence; the chaos of wars, the confusiamad was

extinguished in the EmpireRejoicing at rest for the first time in ten centuries, the

Romans raised a magnificent temple to Peace and placed in it a statue of Romulus,

founder of the eternal CityThey consulted Apollo to know how long it shouédt.

AEA 1T OAAT A OAPI EAA OEAO EO xI1 OeleviighOO OOT OEI
that the temple would be eternal, they engraved on the front of the magnificent edifice:

TEMPLE TO PEACE FOR ETERNITY.

Augustus, master of the world wanted tmow how many heads were bowed under his yoke in
the cities, the villages and the countrysidée orderedthat the inhabitants from all parts of the
earth go to the place of their family origin, to pay the tribute of a coin which had the effigy of
Caesarand have their names inscribed in the public registers either as a citizenor as a slave of
Rome.
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Mary and Joseph, of the royal race of David, were obliged to go to Bethlehem, the city of
their fathersto which the prophets had promised a glorious destiyd an illustrious rank
among the great cities of Judea.

The time was approaching where the heavens would make their dew fall and the earth would
engender its SavioiThe illustrious travelers stopped their walkhe legendary stories represent

the divineVirgin seated on a humble donkey that would later serve her in the flight to Egypt, and
would be part of the triumphal procession of the new king of Zidhey arrived in Bethlehem but

there was a large crowd in the city of kings; and there was no roomttiem at the inn.So they

left the inhospitable cityMary said to Josepl®) OAA AA&EI OA T A Ox1 DPAI Bl
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contrast between the prideful aiof the wealthy travelers who found comforts and sumptuous

hospitality on their journey and the indigence of obscure strangers like them, obliged to search

in the countryside for a poor and modest sheltBut the simple and resigned soul of Joseph

pushedto the brink of complaint, kept in his heart the words of his divine Spouse.

At that moment, he saw in front of him, a young adolescent whose vestments were white

as snowThis stranger explained to him the mysterious message of the Vigis: EA DAT Bl A
who are in tears are the Jewish people because the hand of the Lord with be withdrawn

from them, the people who are joyful are the multitude of nations which the light from

AAT OA xElIl OEOEOS86G

They came upon a grotto that served as a shelter for the aninadihe countryside after

their daily work, Joseph stopped the donkéyary descended, and entered the cave

as the last rays of daylight already in decline, left it in obscurlyardly had the Virgin

set foot, that the grotto was illuminated by hegresence like the hour when the sun spreads

her sparkling fires upon natureThis accomplished the oracle of Isaia®:4 EA DAT D1 A x EI
were sitting in darkness, in the shadow of death, saw a great light and@dyOA &I O OEAI 6
The interior of the cave was sdady occupied by an ox, which the shepherds had left there

to spend the night.

And it is in this company that the Virgin gave birth, without pain, to her filsbrn son,

the Son of Go&he wrapped him in poor swaddling clothes, and laid him in the crib

of the manger on a bit of fresh hay that the shepherds had Tgfe ox and the donkey

approached, and warme#iim with their breath, and the angels formed an invisible

court around the manGod Having taken a stone, Mary covered it with hay and placed

it in the form of a pillow under the head of her S@aint Bonaventure add® 4 E A
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ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS

(Gospel Text:Luke 2:7-17)
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laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inNow there were
shepherds

in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flockThe angel of
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the Lord appeared to themand the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were struck

with great fear. The angel saidtothemO$1 11 O AA AZEZOAEAN & O AAET 1/
news of great joy that will be for all the peopleFor today in the city of David a savior habeen

born for you who is Messiah and LordAnd this will be a sign for youyou will find an

infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a mangeAnd suddenly there was a

multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and sayin@:' 1 o Gadl in
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away from them to heaven, the shepherds said to one anothé,, AAO 00 ¢ I h EAT 0 I
to see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made knd Ol OO80 3 i OEA

in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the mangéfhen they saw
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(In The Life of the Most Holy Virgin Mary (pp. 79-81); The Life of Saint Joseph (pp. 114-

116) and in the Annals of the Most Holy Rosary , 1897, April p. 69 it reads: On the

countryside surrounding the manger, near the tower of Eder where Jacob used to pasture his

flock, the shepherds were watchih8 4 EAU xAT O ET EAOOA AT A & O1T A
and the child lying in this poor crib, become according to tHewers of the Saints, a seat of

celestial philosophy where the Word taught the people by His silence.
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swaddling clotheswas not sufficient indication to reveal the majesty of a King, if

it had not been brought to theiattention with the help of a divine light with which they

were enlightenedlt is because they were humble and free of worldly wisdom that

they were immediately filled with divine wisdon{ln the Life of Saint Joseph (p.115) the end

of this paragraph ischanged as follows(ardly had it been mutually communicatethey

thought about this astonishing ambassador and thegsolved to go quickly to Bethlehem to see
this marvel that they had just learned about from the Lorthey left at once, and upon enteg

the grotto, saw as it was described by the evangelist Saint Like, Mary and Joseph and the Infant
lying in a mangerUpon seeing that, they recognized the truth that had been announced to
themo q

Also, the evangelist Saint Luke adds again, it happertea tvhen the angels returned

to heaven, having left them, the shepherds said to each otbetrus go all the way to
Bethlehem, and see this wonder that has come and that the Lord has made known to us.
So they came in great haste, and they found Mary amgkeph and the child laying in a
manger.So, upon seeing Him, they recognized the word that had been told them regading
OE E O . (AUkeRi15413).

This experience and this visit was followed by an interior revelation they received at

the sight of theword made manAt the very moment the shepherds laid eyes on

Him, the divine Child also looked at them, face radiant with great splendor, whose rays
and brilliance blessed the candid hearts of these poor and happy mgris divine

virtue He rejuvenatedhiem by giving them new being in grace and holiness, and left them
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elevated to the heights and enriched with the treasures of a celestial science and the ineffable
ysteries of the Incarnation and the Redemption of the humanrdded EAT Al 1 xET EAAC
this Child admired what had been told them by the shephe8ts.Mary conserved all these

things, pondering them in her hearAnd the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for

all they had seen and heard, as had been announced to them.

(In the Life of Saint Joseph p. 116 the chapter ends as follows¥he holy shepherds made other
visits to the most purévary, the Child and Saint Joseph during the time they stayed in the grotto.
They brought them gifts proportionate to their poverty . The EvanigeSaint Luke said that all

those who heard them talk about what they had seen, admired what they had hétodiever
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Divine Wisdomdisposed them in such a way, that theiglahot speak of it before their departure.
All would not believe their wordsThere were some who regarded them as only ignorant, vulgar
shepherdsAs for the latter, now full of the divine science, they lived in holiness until their
deathss 6 q

TRADITIONSAND LEGENDS

Of ancient Christmases, monuments of simplicity and enthusiasm, shows us bands of happy
pilgrims running toward the stable and asking themselves if they could still see these marvels:
O7EAOA EO OEAEINEOGIAA OARXx KIEOT ACAET ¢ 06
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around the hearth where the knotted trunk of an oak burne@h that night, the churches

glittered from a thousand fires, the light of lamps and torches glowed all the way under the

portico. The sight of this clarity, which makes even more vivid the decoration of the house of God,
recalls the words of Clovis entering the sameydhe basilica of Rheims where he was

rejuvenatedO4 EA 3 EAAI AOE xOEOAOh O-U AZAOEAOKh AAUUI A
that the kingdom that youpromisedme®. I [ U OI 16 OAPI EAA 2AT Eh O
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ThisChristmas night which lighted the light of the Francs to the enlightment of faith, was always
loved by France as a family feag&hristmas is the cry of joy of our fathetswas to the cries of
Christmas that they planted in the enemy towers the bannéthe lily. The ballads of Christmas
were popular, and we still sing them in our countries. (Written in 1852.)

I AAT OAET ¢ O1 *AANOAO AA 61 OACET Ah OEA AAU 1T &£
the apparition of three suns in the orienthesethree luminous globes came up together at the

horizon for a few hours until they combined their rays and their glory, they formed a single disk

whose splendor lighted the aiihe three Masses that the Church reserved for Christmas day was
credited to thislegend in the spirit of the peoples.

True or not, the fact is reported by Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical History and interpreted
in different ways by the chroniclers, who see it as a figure of the Trinity, where one of the
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persons was made man withouttaring his indivisible unity or the reunion in the Son of
-AOUBO AT Auh xEOE OEA O1 01 1T &£ OEA $EOEI EOUS

But it is in the middle of Rome that the event of the Messiah was especially proclaimed.
Augustus had risen as high as was possible for a ri&e. senatethat assembly of kings

had become the first of the courtesai® attach a new glory to his purple mantle, it

had voted Caesagugust and immortal, a statue in the temples and incense reserved to the
cult of the godsThe wise emperor, understandirtpat he was only a man, refused the
imposed honorsHe called one of the Sybils to whom the masters of the world sometimes
submitted to their decisions in very important matterélone with Pythonissa in a palace
apartment, he asked her if one greater thdre would be born at a later time.

4EA AAU xAO DPOAAEOAI UheGteAtiveSibl consditedaicient, T OA6 O A
oracles to satisfy the imperial curiositgnd when, toward noon, the disk of the sun appeared

with a halo of gold in the middle aihich could be seen a Virgin bright with glory, seated

on an altar, holding a young child that she held with love upon her bosastonished,

the Sybil showed the vision to Caes@éfhile he was pondering it attentively, an unknown

voice shook the palace vla, and the words wereheard®4 EEO EO OEA Al OAO 1 £
OE A E AThénAnk a8 df the Priestess stood on end, the inspiration swelled her

breast, and turning to face the emperor with a superhuman majesty, she told Riowerful

Caesar, this ild is greater thatyou) O EO EA x EI Alug@Ghsiellfokis AAT OAA86
knees, full of an indescribable terror, he offered incense to the celestial Child and forbid

that anyone should call him himself go¢lhe illuminated Hours of the middle ages atrst

always had this subject represented among their miniatures.)

TheroomoOEA Ai PAOTI 060 PAI AAA xEAOA OEEO OAAT A Oi
Coeli (altar of heaven)in honor of the most pure Virginfwo columnsmade from the

Reinforcements fronthe vessels of Anthony taken from Actium presently support the ceiling of

an edifice dedicated to Mary.he Daughter of David triumphed over the son of the Caesars.

One of these fresh compositions in honor of the Infant God and his Mother shows ude gent
vigilant and early pastoral keeping watch over the shedjne angel also reveals the birth of the
King of kings and a convoy to visit the Virgin Mother.

Through moving images, other legends show us the God of nature receiving gifts ofpgmne
shepheds.They brought to the manger the fruits of their fields, the milk and the fleece of their
lambs.Mary accepted these poor gifts to the King of heaven and conserved the memory in her

heart. That same night not far from the stable, the vines of Ein Gedictviproduced balm

sprouted their precious shoots and the countryside inhaled the most gentle perflinssthus

OEAO OEA AOAAT A T &£ OEA 311 1T&£ -AOU xAO Al OAOA
were borne under their feet.

In their mountains a watchful tribe of Arabs, alertelly the shepherds of the wonders of

the stable in Bethlehem came themselves to pay a sort of homage of fidelity to this

newbornKingO4 EA AEOI T EAl AOO OAU OEAO xEOE COAAO £EA
in the Infant Jesus the Savior God awaited by the patriarelmsl whose home was conserved
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ET OE A ThaykcanfnOed 8ndthe road of the solitudes, bringing in their hearts the memory
of Mary and of God her SoAt night, when the caravans stopped at the faaftsome solitary

palm tree, the Arab who guided them told this miraculous story to the travelers of Egypt, or to
the wealthy Assyrien merchants who came to exchange fatirics of their country for the gold
and the perfumes of Arabia.

Then they prostréed themselves before an image which represented the Infant Jesus seated on
the knees of the Immaculate Virgin, asking the God who holds storms in His hands and who sets
order among the armies and battles of the planets, to grant them stars and favoralitelsvThis
gentle image of Jesus and Mary is sculpted on one of the columns of their sacred house (caaba)
where it was still seen in the time of Mohamed, and Jesus was solemnly placed among the
number of divinities revered by the three Arabias.

Meanwhilein Rome, the eternal temple of Peace was crumbling on its young foundations, to
announce to the capital of the world that, in an unknown country of its vast empire, a Virgin has
given birth to a feeble Infant, whose kingdom would have no end.

And, while he king and the temple, Jupiter and the Capitoline edifice ceased to exist, some monks
went to work.From the Quirinal they brought blocks of marble from the temple of Romulus, and

made a stair of a hundred and twenty four steps, which went all the wayaughe Capitoline,

and above these majestic terraces they raised the columns they had found here and there lying
among the ruinsOne of them had held up the roof of the chamber of the emperors and assisted,

in silent witness to the orgies of Nero and Ties. Henceforth they would not hear anything but

pious hymnsfor all the glorious vestiges of the temples and the palaces of antiquity became the
ornamentation of a church which the monk placed under the protection of the Virgin, and to
whichthey gaveEA T AT A O!11 OAO T £ (AAOGAT 6 h ! OA #1 Al ES8

The church of Ara Coeli is one of the twenty great abbeys of Ritrbelongs to the Franciscans,
and they preserve the rustic altar which, according to tradition, was consecrated
by (pope) Saint Anacletus and whob#le cupola is held up by columns of oriental alabaster.

Each year, around Christmas, at Ara Coeli a famous little miraculous statue of the Infant Jesus (il
3AT O " AT AET T g AOA OOHods eketcised actompadyithis saeEitgE and A A A O
the homily is preached by a child, for it is the feast of childr&here is an infinite charm in the

purity of this voice which teaches the truth to doctors, like Jesus in the Temple, andheithery
uncertainty of the inflections which breathe of innocem@and candor(Christian Rome, by

Eugene of Gournie, vol. 1)

The Convent of Ara Coeli, with its church (one of the most famous in Rome) served through the
centuries as the Mother House of the Order of Saint Frafdie. Revolution chased them away in
recent years.The convent was converted to a barracks.

The famous church, where we conserve the Tomb of Saint Helena, the mother of the first
Christian Emperor, is still served by the Children of fatriarch of Assisi, to whom permission
was given to builda few narrow, wooden cells next to the ancient Sanctudrlye residence of the
Minister General of the entire Council of the Order, which consisted of an ancient tower built by
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the Roman Pontiffs and to which were attached precious souvenirs, was demdlistie no
regard for the history or religion, by order of the spoiler Government to place a statue of Victor
Emmanuel on the ruins(This paragraph is noted in the original text.)

The first of the churches of Rome dedicated to the Virgin still carriestme today of
Fountain of OilFons Oleilt was consecrated by Saint Callixtus in the third century, in the ancient
Taberna meritoria, the famous site for the pagan authors whose prophecy we will relate.

In the Golden Book containing the destiny of Rgms this prediction:

O7EAT TEI COOEAO EOI I OE Ahesmryday@ies in the rdangerdiOET O
Bethlehem the Virgin Mary gave birth to her divine Son, in Rome a fountain which sprayed the

city brought from the Tiber only drops of pure, limpid oil.During twenty four hours the

i EOAAOI T OO0 O1 OOAA mI 1T xAA ET AAOT AAT AA AT A AEA
In memory of that event, the Christians built the church about which we just spoke and which

has the name Saint M3 of the Tiber.

Christmas night, we see again the divine shoot of the stem of Jesse was celebrated in the annals of
all the Christian peoples by more poetic legeniisthe climate of Northern Europe we see

flowers spread in the middle of the frosts asdows to rejoice the birth of the Infant Jesitss

not without tenderness that in the chronicles of England, ancient island of Saints, today stripped

of its crown of naive traditions and gracious souvenirs by an icy Protestantism that we read this
treatise of the ages of faith:

At a monastery in Glasgow, founded in 727 by Ine, king of Wessex, on Christmas night they saw
each year the same wonddn the abbey cemetery, there was a hawthorne bush whose branches
cover the tomb of monks whose souls hadgesto a better lifeDuring the entire winter,the

bush remained like the other shrubs stripped of leaves and flowers, buried under the snow and

ice, battered by the north wind and arid branches bowing under the storm wiBidt on

Christmas night, it receered its V|gor and springtime sap, shook off its covering of frost and
displayed its lovely greener . AT OAOh OE AsinteAn AvhsAhe fixdt pladebn ti@ A O 6
kingdom where faith in Jesus Chrlst is planted and nurtured, our Lord wanted teenory to be
conserved with a particular and miraculous demonstration, and this bush was mysterious like
OEA TTA T &£ -10AO086

The northern cultures have a number of strange Christmas legends. The power of the Infant
Jesus, the blaze of this sun rising in thaent consoled the long nights of the North, and chased
away malign influencesThe great English poet, Shakespeare interpreted these naive belefsA
wrote: We pretend that always when comes the season when we celebrate the birth of the Savior,
the birds of dusk sing as long as the night endures, and thus, we are assured no spirit dares rise
into the air. The nights are calm, the planets have no bad influences, the fairies do not take over
man, the sorceresses do not have the power to charri A O & tfis tiEhé of the year is blessed

AT A £O011 1T&£ COAAAOGADG
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THE MAGIKINGS
Evangelical Text (Matthew 2:1-12)

According to the evangelist MatthewWhen Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in

the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrivedinA OO OAT AT h OAUET ¢ O
the newborn king of the Jews®e saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.

When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with hiAssembling

all the chief priests and the scribes of thpeople, he inquired of them where the Messiah was

tobebon.4a EAU OAEA O1 EEih O)1 "AOEIAEAI 1 &£ * OAAAY
prophet O! T A UT Oh " AOEI AEAi h TATA T &£ *OAAER AOA Al
sincefromyous Al 1 AT T A A 001l Ah xEI EO O OEAPEAOA 1|1
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appearance.

(A OAT O OEAI O1 " AOEI AEAI AT A OAw®henuhiaveAT A OA.
foundhim, AOET C T A x1T OAh O1 OEAO ) Addriheiriaullineeith AT A/
the king they set out And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until

it came and stopped over the place where the child waghey were overjoyedat seeing the

star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his motheFhey prostrated

themselves and did him homageThen they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of

gold, frankincense and myrrhAnd having been warned in a dreamot to return to Herod,

OEAU AAPAOOAA &£ O OEAEO Al O1 60U Au AT1T OEAO xA

(Text of Father Frederic)

(In the Life of Jesus Christ, p. 13 there is only one note(The magi were sages or scholars who
we believe came from the Arabian Desert, from Chalde&r@m Mesopotamia near the
EuphatesdCf.The Life of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary pp. 82-93; The Life of Saint Joseph
pp. 117-126; the Annals of the Most Holy Rosary, 1896, July p 129 and following.)

According to the legends, in the very areas where tagins, the regions near the Ocean, lived a
race of people descended from the patriarchifiese distant inhabitants of the earth brought in
exile with them a mysterious book whose origin went back to Seth, son of Adamedicted that

a marvelous star wald shine in the heavens to announce the birth of a Savior, and at the crib of
the God, the sons of the Orient would bring with their homages, the tribute and the gifts from
their country. Religious observers of the laws of this inspired code, the descaadd Seth had
chosen among themselves, ten sages to wait for the apparition of the promised planet and to
alert the country. They were called Magi, which in their language, meant repositories of science.

Inherited in one family, their function was pegiuated until the time specified by the oracles.
Established at the foot of a famous mountain, which was called the mountain of the Victory, each
year, after the time when the stalks fell under the scythe of the harvestiereg among them

went up to thepeak.They stopped near a mysterious caserrounded on the outside by century

old trees, which protected it with their shad@ sacred fountain, with mystical waters bubbled on
the inside After having done assorted ablutions, the Magi adored the majedtthe Lord in

silence, while continuing to observe the course of the planets to finally discover the long awaited
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star. (In the Life of the Most Holy Virgin, and the Life of Saint Joseph.The three magi who

came searching for the newly born Infar@tod, wee originally from Persia, Arabia and Sheba,
regions to the East of PalestinBavid particularly prophesized their coming, and before him,
Balaam when he blessed by the Divine Will the people of Isveeht Balak the king of the
Moabites had called to daned him.While blessing him, Balaam said that he would see the
Christ King, but from afarHe would not see him himself, but through the magi, his descendants.
This would be many centuries latelle also said that a star would come out of Jacob, because i
would be destined to designate the One who was born to rule eternally in the house of Jacob.

These three were very well versed in the natural sciences as well as the Writings of the people of
God and that is why they were called magrom the notionghey obtained in the holy Writings

and their conversations with several Hebrews, they came to believe in the coming of the Messiah
that the Hebrews awaited. Further, they were righteous men, friends of the truth and great
observers of justice in the govement of their States which were not as extensive as the

kingdoms of our dayThey easily ruled them by themselves, and rendered justice like wise and
virtuous princes, which is the legitimate office of a kinfhat is why the Holy Spirit said that God
holds His heart in His hands to conduct like running water according to His holy will.

They had noble, great and generous souls, incapable of this avarice and this greed which
degrades and tyrannizes the hearts of certain princésid since their States wemeighbors,

they visited each other and communicated the virtues and morals they practiced and the
sciences they professed, always taking part in the important things they learned or got to know.
In a word, they were intimate friends, very faithful in theielationship.

According to Saint John Chrysostom and other writers, two years previously, the very night of the
birth of the Savior, the three Magi were watching and praying on mount Victory, following the
custom of their fathersThey were named Gaspavlelchior and BalthazarAll three,still young,

but already venerable for their profound science and their premature experience.

All at once they noticed, descending from the vault of heaven, a star of extraordinary grandeur,
which was approaching themAs it approached, they saw in the midst of its rays, a child of
ravishing beautythat had on its head, in the aura of light, the form of a croAsthe same time
they heardthewords©' 1T O1 OEA AThddd yGudwll find #ie Kin@ thak a8
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Immediately they descended the mountain and set @A 1 A OEA OOA OMoan@d AA A A A
on dromedaries from Median and Ephah, they brought to the Gufdnt the riches of their

country. That is how they crossed the da$s and the vast regions which separated them from
Jerusalem, the center of the world, as described by the naive chronifffarsn today, the non

united Greek of Jerusalem show in their vast choir, facing the Tomb of Our Lord, a rosetta in the
pavementand in the middle of this rosetta a hemisphere is placed on a white marble base, which
says to all who want to hear it, that this is the true center of the earth!)

The Lord who was leading them gave them wings; His attentive providence never let
the waterrun out in their goatskins nor the provisions run out in the coffefdter
thirteen days of walkingfollowing those who wanted the star to appear the very night
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of Christmas, or according to others, after a voyage of two years, they finally entered the
capital of Judea.

There, they asked the children of Israel:

AEAU OAEA O1I OEAIih O7TEAOA xEI 1 xWesadkhisdar OEA EE
ET OEA / OEAT Oh AT A xA EA@doaldoltheMostHoYE CEEAOO Ol
Rosary, 1896, July p 130-121. We also take up the text in thieife of Saint Josephpp.

119-124.)

(The audience with Herod, who sends them to BethlelzeGee the Evangelical Text)

Leaving Jerusalem, the Magi saw the star again which had disappeared from their eyes

when they entered the city, and they were guided by its ligkitey arrived in Bethlehem and the
grotto of the Nativity, where the star had stopped, then imperceptibly diminishargl shrinking

in size, it entered through the door and placed itself over theab of the Infant Jesus and covered
Him with its raysafter which it eclipsed itself to dissolve in tme elements from which it was
formed.

The Lord had already announced the arrival of the Magi to our august Sovereign, and when
she learned they were nedhe grotto, she alerted her holy spouse Joseph, so he would not
go away, but so he would stay by her side, which he did.

(In the Life of the Most Holy Virgin Mary and in theAnnals of the Most Holy Rosarythe

AOOET O AGPOAOGOAA E O(Map knéw by gn infuset Kndwle@ud doditad 1 OA AT
from the holy Scriptures and from several sublime revelations that the magi would come from

the Orient to recognize and adore her most holy Son as the true Soelwas particularly

informed of this coming mystgrby the angels who were in charge of announcing to these kings

the birth of the incarnate WordActually, the guardian angels of our august Sovereign went to

find each one in particular in the regions of the Orient where they lived, and revealed to them
intellectually by interior words that the Redeemer of the human race was born in aljeserty.

This revelation inspired in them new desires to seek Him and adore Him, and soon, they saw the

i EOAAOI T 6O OOAO OEAO 1T AA OEAI O "AOGEI AEAI R A

Then follow the evangelical text of St. Matthew (21R)

Useless to the mystery, the Evangelists passed over in silerieed OAAOAA 4A@0 1T £ 3
say but it is certain that Saint Joseph was present when the Kings adored the Infant liesas.

not necessary to take precautions in this respect, because the Magi were already informed that

the Mother of the Newborn was a Virgin, and that her most holy Son was God, and that Saint

Joseph was not His true Father.

It is also consistent that Godwolilil 6 O AAI 1 OEA +ET CO O AAT OA EEI
instructed them of such an essential fact, and warned against the error that would have made

them believe that He was the Son of Joseph and a mother that would not have been aVirgyn.

came wel informed of everything, and with sentiments that were proportionate to such sublime
mysteries.
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The divine Mother waited for these devoted and pious Kings with the Infant Jesus, which she held
in her arms.She appeared with an incomparable modesty amebuty, and through her humble
poverty, they discovered the marks of a more than human majesty whose rays shown on her face.
The splendor of the Child was so much greater, and there gushed from His adorable person such
a soft and agreeable light, that thgrotto became a paradiselhe three Kings of th®rient went

inside, and at the first sight of the Son and the Mother, they were overcomeasdithiration for a

long time.Then they prostrated themselves, and in this position, they adored the Child,
recognizing him as true God and man, and as the Restorer of the human race.

Once again they were enlightened interiorly by the divine grace and by the presence of the most
gentle Jesus, and thus they saw the multitude of angelic spirits who, as servants and ministers of
the great King of kings and the Lord of lords, assisted with a holy fear and a most profound
respect.

After paying homage, they got up and also congratulatee&thQueen and ours,of the joy she had
being the Mother of the Son of the eternal Father; they paid her homage by genuflecting before
her, and asked to kiss her hand, as was the practice in their countries towarensThe most
prudent Sovereign withdrevhers, and presented that of the Redeemer of the world, saying to
them My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in Him that He chose you and called you
from all the nations to see and know the Word incarnateis a joy that most kings and prophg
wished for without obtaining it.Let us glorify and praise His holy Name for the sublime mysteries
and the great mercy He has toward His peoglet us kiss the earth He sanctifies by His real
DOAOAT AA8O

After the discourse of the august Mary, the tler&ings prostrated themselves and adored again
the Infant Jesuslhey recognized the great benefit they received from Heaven that made them
see so joyfully the Sun of justice to dissipate their shadden they addressed Saint Joseph,

and congratulated hm of the joy he had of being the spouse of the Mother of God, admiring with
a sort of compassion that all the great mysteries of heaven and earth were hidden in such an
extreme poverty.

Then after three hours had passed, they asked the Holy Virgin pssiom to go

to the city to find lodging, because the grotto was too small for them to stay thEhey were
accompanied by several people, but it was only the Magi who received the effects of light and
grace.The others, attracted only to the exterior artie poor and miserable condition

I £ OEA 11T O0EAO AT A EAO Oméy@édonidarprisdd @t the bdbity OE A
of the spectacle.

Finally the Kings took their leave, and the most pure Mary and Joseph remained alone with the
Infant, glorifying with new hymns and praises the divine Majesty that his holy Name began to be
known and adored by Nations.

The three Kings left the grotto where they had entered, and took the most direct road to go rest
in a hotel in the city of BethlehenRetired abne in an apartment, they spent the greater part of
the night discussing with an abundance of sighs and tears, what they had seen, the effects they



81

had felt, and what they had observed in the Infa@bd and His most holy Mothdduring this

pious exchangéhey were further enflamed with divine love, never ceasing to admire the majesty
and the splendor of the Infarfesus, the prudence, the seriousness and the incomparable
modesty of the divine, Mother, the holiness of the blessed spouse Joseph, theiregxinarty,

and the lowliness of the place where the Lord of heaven and earth had chosen to be born.

These Kings felt a celestial flame embrace their hearts, and unable to contain their exquisite
transports, together they exuded the gentle sentiments eferation and love this mystery
penetrated in them.

The next day, they returned at dawn to the grotto of the Nativity to offer to the celestial King the
gifts they had broughtAs soon as they arrived, they prostrated themselves before Him and
adored Himwith a profound humility, and opening their treasures, according to the Gospel, they
presentedgold, frankincense and myrrh.

(We interrupt this recitation torecall a conversation the author placed in thennals of the
Most Holy Rosary, 1896, August,pp.148-150).

At the sight of this magnificence, adds Saint Ephrem, from whom we borrow the following
Conversation:

Mary said to the MagiO0 T x AOEDOT OOOAT CAOOh O xETIT Al Ul O
Why have you come to this poor retreai?ho made you leave theountry of the Sunrise to come

I AU OEAOA OOAAOOOAO AO OEA EAAO T &£ A AEEI Aebd
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Mary: Oh!what king ever had a manger for a cradle, a stable for a horiiétrere is the diadem

and the throne of this little child?

The Magi: This child, your son, o Virgin, is the Ancient of days, the Monarch of the centdees.
made himself small because he loves the small and the poor, so the kings will bow their
crowns before him and adore .

Mary: How were these mysteries revealed to you at the extremities of the wokH®@ called
you from the depths of the Orient?

The Magi: An extraordinary star, greater than all the planets appeared to tsannounced that
our King had just been boriWe walked in its light, and it led us here.

Mary:. T A1 A OOOAT CAOOR AiT80 OPAAE Jerdsaldridthangdd) AT /
into a river of blood All the great perishl fear that Herod, hearing speak of a king

that is just born, will daw his sword and cut this tender flower before it can bring life to fruition.
TheMagi:$1T 160 ZE£ZAAO OEA AOOI O T £ (AOT Ah T B6EOCETN
He will turn his throne upside down to found an eternal empire.
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Mary: Wisestrangers, God made known the marvelous secrets of His goodness to you before
the birth of this sonThe angel of the Lord made known to me who He is, and told me that His
kingdom would have no end.

The Magi: This angel is no doubt the same one whrmught the miraculous star near us and
made us hear its voice.

Mary: Go then, glorious sons of the Orient, announce to your country the birth of the Son of God!

The Magi: O Virgin, may the blessing and the peace of your divine Child accompany us on the
return to the shores of the Sunrisahd when His empire is manifested to the world, may He
come and visit our country!

Mary: May Persia rejoice when learning of these wondéviay Assyria shudder with joy at your
return When the reign of my son is exteedito the world, one of hisenvoys .
xEI I ¢l O Ul 60 Ai O1 6ou OiF bPI AT O EEO AATTAOS86O

(We return to the text in theLife of Saint Josephp.124)

The Magi addressed the blessed Mother and consulted her on many mysteries concerning the

faith, their conscience amhthe government of their States, as they wished to be informed of

everything before leaving, to regulate their conduct following the principles of the greatest
perfection.The august Mary listened to them with a lot of condescension and when they brought

up some doubt, they interiorly asked her adorable Son what she should reply and teach these

new children of the holy LavwMistress and source of divine Wisdom, all the difficulties of such a
sublime nature, she instructednd sanctified them so effectivetizat, charmed by the knowledge

AT A CAT O1 ATAGO 1T £ 160 Ai EAAT A 31 OAOAEGCT h OEAU
tell them it was the will of the Lord that they return to their country.

We must not be surprised that, by the words of thay Virgin, they were enlightened by the
Holy Spirit who filled them with an infused science on all that they discussed with her and on
many other subjects.

The magi left the child and his mothefhey extended a last look at the poor stable where the
King of heaven rested, and they went by the sea road to their country, because an angel had
forbidden them to return to Herod in Jerusalem.

Returned to the mountain of Victory, they told everything they saw on their distant pilgrimage,
and they served Godare zealously.

For the rest of their lives, these fortunate Kings responded to their divine vocation, for they acted
as true desciples of the Mistress of holiness, governing their souls and their subjects according to
her doctrine.They converted a largaumber of people in the knowledge of God and the way of
salvation by their good examples and the proof they gave of the coming of the Savior of the
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world. Thus they ended their lives in all holiness and justitleeir days full of merit were favored
by theMother of mercy during their lives and at the moment of their deaths.

After the kings had left, our august Sovereign and her holy spouse Joseph started to sing new
hymns of homage to thank the Most High for the wonders He had just carrieditndy conslied
with the holy Scriptures and with the prophecies of the Patriarchs they saw with an inexplicable
joy that their predictions started to be carried out in the Infant JesBsit the most prudent

Mother, who deeply pondered these sublime mysteries, caesethem in her heart and

frequently recalled them in her spirifThe Angels who assisted at all these wonders
congratulated their Queen that her most holy Son was known and adored by men and sang
again new hymns at the divine incarnate Majesty to glorifiye mercy that was carried out in

favor ofmen.

(We return to the text ofAnnals of the Most Holy Rosary, p. 1501).

About forty years later, Saint Thomas, having traveled to their provinces, poured the water of
baptism on the elderly foreheadsf the three Magi, who still helped instruct their brothers in the
faith. Thus the promise of Mary was accomplished.

After this happy event, they fell asleep in the peace of ChHrlgir precious relics, collected by
the empress Helena, were transported @nstantinople where the holy Bishop Eustorge
brought them to MilanBut emperor Henry of Germany, having captured this city, brought them
as a rich gift to Cologne, on the Rhine river where the piety of the faithful still conserve them
with a great venerdion. (Legend of Our Lady.)

The Bollandists say that the Magi died as martykfowever they add, the Martyrology of Cologne
reports their death differentlyThey died, as was mentioned above, peaceably in Christ,

but the martyrologyadds the following dtails. Already being priests and bishops, and after
numerous evangelical travels in the year 54 of Our Lord, the three of them went to the city of
Servan where they celebrated the Christmas holiddysias to die thereMelchior died

on the first of Janugy, at the age of one hundred and sixteen ye&althazar died the sixth of

the same month, at the age of one hundrédturn, Gaspar followed him to the grav&he body

of Melchior moved itself to make way for Balthazar, and the two relinquished the@la the
middle to Gaspar the day of his burial.

Melchior, who had a bald forehead, a long beard and floating hair, offered gold to the Infant in
the manger Bronze toned Balthazar who had a bearded face, offered myrrh. Garpar, who had no
beard and a rulicond figure, offered incense.

FROM JERUSALENIO BETHLEHEM

(Ref, The Pilgrim of Palestine and Saint Francis Messenger, New York,, 1888, No. 10tem:
Annals of the Most Holy Rosary, Cap de la Madeleine, vol. 3, 1894; November pp. 206 and
following; item: Life of Saint Joseph by Father Frederic of Ghyvelde, Quebec, 1902, pp. 133
and following.)
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With gentle and pious emotions, we will visit the Sanctuary ahd very charming Sanctuarpf
the Holy Manger of Bethlehem.

The year is 187 AWe write from the Holy Land to the Pilgrim of New York, the following account
of a pilgrimage we took from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, on the eve of the Solemnity of

the Epiphany (In the Life of Saint Joseph Father Frederic wrote:t was in the year 1876 that
welefttheCitp 6 4EEO AAOA EO AAOOAETT U AOOIT AT OOh
Frederic was still in France.)

08 7A 1 AAOGA OEA #EOU 1 £ OE ABetGléndnAs@pprokimagly OI
six miles from Jerusalem, going toward the midday slas a fine paved European style route.
The public vehicles easily make the trip in less than three quarters of an hour.

AA

ci

(In the Life of Saint Josephwe find the following noteO4 EA DBEI1 COEI O xEIT DOAA

know the new roadsThey visited the Holy Land on horseback, or mounted on small donkeys, or
IT OEA AAAEO 1T &£ AAI Al 6h 1T £Z0AT OEOI OGCE OT AEU

We went on foot, like true pilgrimdt is still early morning and the weather is splendidlVe left
Jerusalem by the Western gate in small groupke roads were already crowded with vehicles,
horses and little donkeys trotting, of animal handlevgho were yelling, and a crowd of Catholic

0 A

and protestant pilgrims: Russians, Greeks, Armenians, Copts, Syrians, Abyssinians, all Schmatics.

The latter were going to the Grotto of the Nativity for their Christma&e know that the oriental
Schismatics did not accept the Gregorian Calendar, they follogvold calendar and
subsequently they find themselves twelve days behind the Latin Church.

The route leaving the City, goes left and crosses the famous city of Gihon after which it

rises rapidly.From the top of this incline, we see to the east, likaramense mural, a

long chain of the Moab mountains and the view plunges down the deep basin of the Dead Sea.
The sky is without clouds; the atmosphere is agreeably fraste sun already illuminates

with its fire the mysterious solitarinesef Arabian Peta, but its rays hidden by the mountains

AT T80 Al One dlal@entimerd &f €adiness and terror overtakes the soul of the pildtan.
memories go back forty centuries earliefhese formerly fertile plains watered

by great water, and that the Nephewf the Father of the Believers had chosen for their home
EAA AAAT A DI AAA T £ AAITHe QEabit@rs ofGhis AortuQakeOdyidl 1 A&
in their ingratitude, abused the rich gifts dfleaven, fell into an atrociousorruption. The cry

of their iniquitiesrose all the way to Heavemn His anger, God caused a rain of sulphur and fire
on Sodom and&omorrah , and reduced them to ashes in an immense conflagration as well

as all the guilty cities, with their inhabitants, and the surroundirgpuntryside with everything

that had any value on the land.

Recalling the deliverance of Lot who escaped by fleeing in the midst of the guilty, the Sage
assureaus after so many centuries, that the corruption of the inhabitants of Sodom remains
marked bythis land which still smolders, and which remains deserted and where the trees bear
AOOEO OEAO 1T AOAO OEDPAT Oh AT A xEAOA xA OAA A
unbelieving soulThe wrath of God still appears visible on this unfortunateuntry where

sterility, desolation and death reign.

)

O
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After this biblical reminder which leaves a great sorrow of heart, here is another that fills the

soul with surprise and humiliationlt is of the most wise King who became the most insensitive of
men.The Mount of Scandal is facing us, a the rising son, immediately at the Valley of Judgement.
The Holy Books tells us the Solomon was already elderly when his heart was corrupted to the
point of adoring false godsAstarte goddess of the Sidonians aktiblochidol of the sons of

Hennon and Chemosh idol of the Moabites to whom he built a temple on the mountain of
Jerusalem.

Oh!Poor human heart, unfathomable abys3!T 1 T i T 1 80 OAAT AAT AAOOAA EI
the spirit of his successorshe Valley of tk sons of Hennon are at our feéitwas also the place

of many delights4 EA + ET C8 O OO0Ii DOOT OO CAOAAT O A@OAT AAA
eastern limits.The Jews made it a place of abominatioBgfore this revolting ingratitude on the

part of the people always inundated with the blessings of Heaven, the Lord in anger €ajd: x E 1 1
chastise Jerusalem and | will bring a deluge of pain upon its people because they abandoned me
and they profaned this place by offering sacrifices to strange gods, me&iformerly unknown to

them and their fathers, and because they raised a temple to Baal where they were sufficiently
insensitive and cruel enough to burn their own sons and their own daughters in holocaust to

Baal, their horrid idol.4 EA 08 O x E Ul cotm& WherQtiey whll call Fhis delightful place, The

6 AT 1 AU T &£ #AOT ACAADG

Since the Babylonian captivity, we know all the wrong that fell on this apostate and sacrilegious
city. We shudder still at the very thought of the horrors that accompanied anddfokd the

people remain the fable and the mockery of nations and passershy are stricken with stupor at the
sight of these ruins!

These grave and melancholythOCE OO | OAOAT I A OEA DPEI COEIi 80 Of «
David.However, arriving on the plateau, an open plain opens up before him that consoles
the earlier sadness.

On the right, at a certain distance along the route, in this ancient plaigi@ints, we notice a
yellowish ruin.Pious traditions wants it to be the ancient home of the holy elder Simeon, who
holding in his trembling arms the Savior of the world, proclaimed He destined by God the Father
to be the light of the peoples and the glooy Israel.Today these ruins almost at ground level,

at the time of our Father Quaresmius in the seventeenth century, had the form of a tower with a
cistern and six small rooms.

Despite the crowd, slowly continuing our walk across the plain, we meditaith delight the
gentle mystery of the Holy Family which had passed more than once along this Adtat.
crossing the valley of Raphaim, we see a little further to our right the place where the famous
terebinth was locatedAn ancient legend calls itthe EOCET 6 0 4 OAAS

According to the testimony of Boniface of Ragusa, ancient Custodian of the Holy Land, it is in the
shade othis tree that the Blessed Virgin rested, when she carried her divine Infant from
Bethlehem to Jerusalem to offer Him to the Lordthe TempleBy virtue of the Most High, this
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shade, as the gigantic sycamore of Heliopolis would later do during the flight to EGyps

terebinth is greatly \enerated by all, believers and nonbelievers, until regrettably the day when

the Muslim owner of the property, pushed by a sordid greed, put his sacrilegious hands on it,

uprooted it and burned itVisitors had damaged the wheat that he was growing arournd i

According to an eyavitness of that time, Catholics and all pious pilgrims on their way to
Bethlehem or returning to Jerusalem would devoutly kneel at the foot of this tree, make the sign
of the Cross and with fervor implore the protection of Jesus hisddivine Mother who had

previously rested under its shade, and if they were happy enough to obtain a bit of the wood, they
kept it like a true relic, more precious than gold, and would fabricate rosaries, crosses, or other
objects of piety .

If the Superiors of the Holy Land, in their wise foresight, had not placed excommunicatom
whoever touched this seculdree, the indiscreet devotion of the pilgrims wouldve long since
stripped it to its roots.This remark by the Author leads us to beleethat this venerable Tree

was, at that time, the property of the Holy Land, otherwise his reflection would seem to lack
credenceThe Muslims themselves held it in great reverence and told of many truly marvelous
things.Actually, this is what happened,faw years ago to a disciple of Mohamédke the

shepherds on Christmas night, one night a man was watching over his flock a short distance from
this tree.He saw a great jet of flames come from the terebinth and raise toward heaven.

Like Moses in hidgrhe, recollected andull of astonishment he approached to contemplate this

great vision.The terebinth, like a burning bush burned yet remained intact in the middle of the
greatflame4 EA - OO1 EI 6 0 UAAI OiI i AGEI AO x Athdnselvés, A Oh
Oi EAAD OEAI AxAU xEAT OEAU xA1T OAA O ETAAI A
that they would cut the palms, which only the Superiors permitted very secretly at night.

Passing in front of the destroyed terebinth, we ask asslag of the Holy Family and we

arrive at a cistern dug along the ancient route followed by the divine Jesus and by Joseph and
Mary, and which joins today with the new roatl.is the well of the Three Kingéccording to
tradition, it is here that the sta which had disappeared when they presented themselves to
Herod, reappeared to lead them directly to Bethlehem.

We will now walk in the steps of Mary and Joseph on their way to the City of David, their
illustrious ancestor, the night preceding the mystetis night of Christmad/Ve see that the route
to Bethlehem is full of biblical reminders.

A few steps from the well of the Magi, we reach the ancient convent of Saint Elija, formerly
occupied by true saints, served today by the blind disciples of Photaaing the Convent, on the
right hand side of the road, we see a relief on a rock, the imprint of a human MWeyare
assured it wadormerly very well marked Today it is barely recognizable.

A pious belief is in kept with difficulty with our Holyd®ks, establishes the precise place where
the Prophet rested while he fled the pursuits of the impious queen who wanted to killAm.
angel appeared, shook the Prophet who was sleeping wearniger the juniper tree, a jug of
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fresh water, and a mysteriagiloaf, everything was therén a similar approach, an wandering
Bedoin, and a vagabond Bedoaiways stopped near this rockhey ate the bread cooked under
cinders, and drew from the cistern nearby fresh water in their traditional juglgrims fall on

their knees at this same place, and ask the protection of the prophet Elijah, and if they are
priests, a large share in his zedlhe contemplative souls follow the Prophet across the desert, in
his irresistible walk of forty days and forty nights, all thveay to the mountain of Horeblhat is

to learn the true spirit of the Lord, the spirit which is manifested, not in the impetuous wind that
topples mountains and shatters cliffs, and which shakes the earth and causes bursts of volcanic
fire, but the almosimperceptible breath of a gentle whisper!

Leaving the height of Saint Elijah we notice on the left, very distinctly despite the rays of the sun
between the tears of the mountains, the dormant shadé\sphalt Lake.

A little further, on the right of theroad ahead of us, saint Rachel the beloved spouse of the
patriarch Jacob , appears to us as a vision, dying, but resigned in her deep s@yaWe side of

the road is her tombEveryone passing it bows with emotion and venerates figre Schismatics
pray to her, the Catholics invoke her like a saifitie remaining dispersed of Israel, the poor Jews,
not only pray to her, but they come from Jerusalem, making numerous and frequent pilgrimages
to her tomb.

Another half mile, and we reach the end of dudf OT ET ¢ BDAOACOET AOEI 18 OEA
of BethlehemEntering this small city, the pilgrim senses an abundance of joy in his héaras

not the first to experience these gentle emotiofivey are common to alllerusalem is the city of
tears,Bethlehem is the city of gentle joiBethlehem, December 25, 18 #ecollection of our first
Pilgrimage.(This note is in theLife of Saint Joseph,p. 141)

Now, before describing the Sanctuary of Bethlehem with all its related marvels, let us
prostrate ourselves before the Holy Manger, and with a recollected soul in tranquil peace, let
us meditatewith the pious and gentle author that we learned to know in the beautiful
Paraphrase othe Magnificat, at the Sanctuary of the Visitation (Msgr-Charles GayBishop of
Anthidon of pious memory).

(Conversations on the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary , Paris, 1888Father Frederic borrows

from Msgr. Gay pages 189 wp | £ OT 1 8) | ) ) Infini® dharimdodshOUq AT OE
AT OT ET (@AnngioAtAelMAgi Holy Rosary, 1895, January pp 812), and pages 206

218 under the tite: @ EA A1 6O ET UO 1T £ - A Qkeb. pApd282MarchdpB.OOE T
48-52; April pp. 67-71) finally, pages 218226 entitted O& OOE OO 1 £ OEE OMakl AOOA
pp88-91; and dine pp 107-112). We do not believe it is necessary to reproduce those pages

here, though wewould certainly find in them the subject of fervent meditations of the Servant

of God.)
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PART TWO(French pages 141 z 207)

(In the Vie de Saint Josephp. 142 the Author abandons the history of the basilica and
continues as followsO4 EEO EO OEA OAI A "AOEI EAA OEAO OEA
centuries.She stands there, alone, after so many revolutions, the result of a visible protection

from heaven Except for the roof which underwent major renovations at different times, the

OAOO 1T &£# OEA 1T1T10iATO ¢ci AO AAAE O EOO 1 OECET A
of the most beautiful properties of which the Seraphic Family is giian for the Catholic

Church in the OrientUnfortunately, it is currently in the hands of the dissident Greeks and

Armenians who use the choir and the transept as their parish chufhfor the naves,

unfortunately we saw them converted to a market aadreunion place for loiterers.

Toward the end of the @ century, Saint Jerome and Saint Paula came to settle next to the
Grotto of the Nativity.In 414, the Pelagians destroyed their converiEsaperor

Justinian restored the Basilica in the year 53@ter, in 636 we see that the Patriarch
Sophronius complained bitterly in a homily that he preached in Jerusalem, that he could
not visit the Grotto of the Nativity because the army of Omar had laid siege on Bethlehem.
The following year, the calip®@marHafesibn-el-Khatabvisited the Basilica of the Nativity.
Saint Willibald came in the 8 century, and it was described by the monk Bernard in the 9
century.

At the beginning of the 1% century, a terrible persecution ordered by caligtakim
brought devastation and ruin to all the churches in the Holy Lai@hly the church of
Bethlehem escaped destruction.

A French chroniclerAdemar of Chabennes (1029) describes as follows how it was saved:

O7EEI A OEA DPACAT O x1 OE A Athlehddn, theksit@ OfGHe BihiofIChriBtE A A E
suddenly a bright light appeared to them and floored the@etting up, they still wanted to

Al 1 OET OA OEAEO x1 OEh AOO OEEO OAIi A TECEO ET OO

In 1099, having learned of the arrival of the Crades at Emmaus, the people of Bethlehem sent
a few men to beg them to deliver them from the Muslims and come take possession of the city.
Godfrey de Bouillon sent Tancred withhundred brave me who, leaving Emmaar®und

midnight, before sunrise raisethe flag of the Cross over the holy Basilica.

Two years laterpn December 25, 110Beaudoin | was anointed and crowned king of
Jerusalem by Daimbethe Patriarch of JerusalenAt the request of Beaudoin,

Pope Paschal Il raised the church of Bethlehtentathedral status and gave it for its first
bishop Asquitinius, Canon of the church of Jerusalem, which united the seat of
Bethlehem to that of Ascalon for which he was already designatétil that time, the
Basilica of Our Lady of the Manger or the tdaty had been served by a chapter of regular
cannons having a Prior at their head.
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However the ancient authors whom we quoted above, made no mention in the description of the
Basilica, of the rich interior decorations which were greatly admired by thenma contemporary
writers.) O EO1 860 O1 OElI AOI OT A vvow OEAO OEAOA EO N
adorn the entire churchThis seems to prove that the Basilica of Constantine, though spared

from the destruction and saved from totaliin, nonetheless suffered the loss of her ancient
ornamentationas a result of subsequent profanationthe Crusades undertook restoring its

former splendor, and carried out extensive interior work of which we still admire the remains

which we will desciibelater.

After the expulsion of the Crusades (1187) and before the year 1192, no Christian priest served

the deserted altars of the main sanctuarieBhat year, it was the Bishop of Salisbury who

obtained with the magnanimity of the Saladin, that mddition to a small group of local clergy,

two Latin priests with their deacons were assigned to each of the cities of Jerusalem, Bethlehem

and Nazareth.

)T veuvuvh OEA AEOOAE 1T &£ OEA (11U 3ADPOI AEAO AEA
Christianity. Only Syrian priests celebrated the holy offices in its abandoned chapelsiears

later, Thetmar found the city of Jerusalem effectively closed to Christians, and the Holy Sites

deprived of candles, cult and all exterior honor.

During the firg centuries following the fall of the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem, the Basilica of
Bethlehem suffered little, and kept her precious ornamentatidine monk Brocard who visited it
in the second half of the ¥8century, admit never having seen in the resttbé universe, such a
splendid edificeHe speaks with admiration of her columns, the rich mosaics, the beautiful
marble panels that covered the lateral wallk.was during his time that the first mutilation took
place.

The Egyptian sultan seduced by theauty of the materials, had ordered his agents to have the

columns and marble from the church of Bethlehem removed and transported to his palace in
CairoO( 1T xAOAOh xEOE OEA EEOOO Ali x 1T &£ OEA EAIITAC
extraordinarily large srake came out of the wall, bit the marble table and shattered the entire

length of it, then going to the next one, did the same thing and continued all the way to the

fourteenth one, imprinting along the way, a mark similar to the passage of a flaiien t

disappeared, leaving all the assistants in a stup®he sultan himself decided to abandon the

project. Thus the church was saved.

Now we arrive to the era when the Franciscans were established at the Manger of the Lord.
According to the chroniclesf the Order and the most accredited authors, the Friars Mitook
possession of the illustrious sanctuaries of Bethleh&ims concession was made by Saladin, also
called MelekesSaleh, sultan of Damascus, brother of MakeiKamel (the Meledin of

historians), friend of Saint Francis.

In 1263, the convent of Bethlehem was destroyed in part by the Muslims, but in 1271, the
religious obtained from Bibars, Sultan of Egypt and Syria, a firman (see definitmynyvhich he
permitted them to restore the church @&aint Mary of Bethlehenin 1306, the government
granted permission to do work in the Grotto of the Nativity and in the Basilica of Saint Mary.
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Finally, in 1333, the convent of Bethlehem was completely restored.

In 1447, Phillip the Good, son of John Hearless, and father of Charles the Timid, duke of
Burgundyand count of Flanders, obtained a bull from Pipe Nicholas V which permitted

him to send to the Holy Land, Lord Peter of Vaudray, his councilor with a few other necessary
people to proceed with theeparation of the large church of Saint Mary and the convent of
Bethlehem which was surrounded by moats like a fortréBse work was carried out under the
direction of a Franciscan religious, architect sent by Pope Pius Il (:48%94).Some years later,
King Edward IV, king of England, sent all the lead necessary to cover the Basilicdmdaf64,

the most Reverent John Thomacelli, Custodian of the Holy Land finished the restoration work
started by his predecessors and entirely renewed the woodwork tiedroof.All the pieces of
pine wood, processed in Venice, were transported teAwdl on galleons of the Venetian
Republic, and on the backs of camels all the way to Bethlehem.

In 1537, following the destruction of his flotilla by Andria Gritti tr@oge of Venicdhe sultan
Solimanel-Kamonni ordered the governor of Jerusalem, to lock all the Franciscans of
Jerusalem and Bethlehem in the chateau (the tower of Dawkddm there the religious were
transported to Damascus where after three years opaaity, they regained their freedom
with the help of Francis I, king of Franck 1549 an earthquake destroyed a part of the walls
of the church and the convent of Bethlehem.

In 1564, the norunited Greeks presented their petition for the first timey fthe site of the
Nativity of the Lord, but their request was rejected for lacking substardenetheless

the process was taken up six times in the course of a single Yeaassure their success, the
Greeks, always fertile and persistent, created fear of revolt in Constantinople, but their efforts
failed and the Franciscans won the case.

However the disciples of Photius, seeing with a jealous eye the children of Saint Francis in
peaceful possession of the Sanctuaries, seized every opportunitgpgowe them of itEach time
there was a new Sultan, they rushed to have their unjust pretentions validated, they went so far
asto falsify public documents and produce false firmafi#at is a fact confirmed in 1630 by the
governor himself.

In 1619, thenon-catholic Armenian bishop of Bethlehem, desiring a key to the Sanctuary of
Bethlehem, made a sacrifice of five hundred sheep for the benefit of the throne of the Sultan,

to obtain a firman by this base adulation, which put him in possession of this key.

But the French Ambassador having threatened the messenger leaving Constantinople, the firman
was revokedln 1620, this same ambassador obtained from the Sultan a firman which
acknowledged the authenticity of our documents granted by the preceding Sogasej and

confirmed once again, that the Kagch-Cherif of Soliman and further recognized our exclusive
rights over the Basilica of Bethlehem, the Holy Sepulchre, the Rock of Annointing, the Tomb of
the Blessed Virgin.

In 1628, Philip 1V, king of Spainse30,000 ducats for the repair of the convent of Bethlehem
and the churchHe restored it to the French Religious the church of Bethlehem, the Grotto of the
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Nativity with the three keys, as well as the gardens and surroundifigsther he declared that
since theconquest of Jerusalem by Omar the Latins were the legitimate owners.

In the meantime, the Greeks never stopped plotting their intriguitsthe instigation of the
Sultan-mother who was of Greek origin, Amurah IV signed in 1633, the order to akpel
Franciscans from the Shrines, which were immediately given to the-noited GreeksChased

from Holy Sepulcher, Calvary, the site of the birth of the Savior, the Tomb of the Blessed Virgin,
the legitimate owners of the Holy Sites could not even \tis#t Sanctuariewithout paying the

price.

However, the ambassadors of France, Austria and Venice energetically intervened in this affair
and finally obtained in 1635, a firman which revoked the order of expulsion launched

against the Franciscandloweve, two years later, in 1637 another firman yielded once

more the Sanctuaries of Bethlehem into the hands of the Greeks.

This was the situation until in 1673, France having to settle with the tribunal, Louis XIV took
advantage of the occasion to obtain fno Sultan Mohamed IV a firman which put them back in
the possession of the Guardians of the Holy Sk&hs.firman was granted in 1676, the same
Sultan delivered to the Greeks another firman which annulled the preceding one, and the
Franciscans were once afn deprived of their Sanctuaries.

This state of affairs lasted until 169@t this time, Rev. Father Lardizabal, helped by the

French embassador M. Castagneres of Chateau Neuf, obtained from Soliman Il a favorable
firman. This firman dated April 201690 (1,101 of hegire) put the Franciscans back in possession
of Holy Sepulcher, the site of the Crucifixion, the Invention of the Holy Cross, the Stone of
Ointment, the seven Arcades of Saint Mary and the great cupola at the site of the Nativity and
the Basilica, as well as the little garden.

(During my stay in the Holy Land, in charge of construction of the new parish church of

Bethlehem, | was working in broad daylight in this little garden, on the foundations of the new
building. All the Monks of th& AEEOI AOEA ' OAAE AT 1T OAT O xA1T O Ob
apse.They could see us working at their fe&tothing stopped them from telegraphing the Pacha

in Jerusalem to accuse us of secretly digging a passage to go from there to the Holy @Gnatto!

they made a very serious issue of(lee aboveThe works of Father Frederic in Bethlehem.

The copyist) Thiswassubsequently confirmed several times.

At the treaty of Karlowitz (June 26, 1699) emperor Leopold had inserted an article (the
XVIlIth ) in favor of the free possession of the Sanctuaries by the Franciscans, and in 1700 the
Sultan, at the insistence of the emperor, gave a firman confirming this article.

In 1718 in the treaty of Passarowitz, the interests of the Holy Land weletaunder
consideration but they were as always more rhetoric than effective.

In 1719 the Marquis of Bonnac, French ambassador in Constantinople, obtained from the
Tribunal, a firman which authorized the Franciscans to renew the lead covering on the
church of the Nativity.
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In 1740 after a discussion between the Most Christian king and the tribunal (Louis XV and
Mahmoud Ist), they examined article 33 of the firman obtained by Louis XIV concerning the Holy
Sites.This article was again confirmed and toge it more authority, the Sultan inserted the
following clauseO! 11 &£ OI AO 10 1 AGAO 1T OAAO Ai1 OOAOU Oi
AT A  Ohigvasaormal text but in Turkey what are the texts and justice compared to the
solemnword!... In spite of this convention which should have safeguarded the rights of the
Franciscans in the future, in 1757 the Greeks bringing more than a thousand pilgrims sacked
the principal sanctuaries of Bethlehem and Jerusalem and taking possession ofuindm half

a million Turkish dollars corrupted the Grand Vizir, Regjgacha, who obtained for them a

firman ratifying their usurpations.In vain the French ambassador M. ¥ergennes strongly
protested against this injustice, the Grand Vizir insolently repli€d4 E Bladds belong to my
master the SultanHe can concede them to whoever he plea¥éisatever was until this day in

the hands of the French, his Highness now wants in the han@BfA ' OAAE 06 8

It is true that the ambassador finally obtained from Sultan Othman Il a new firmamulling

the first one and permitting the Latins to obtain in an exclusive way the Sanctuathes Louis

XIV had obtained for them in 169Qnfortunatelythis firman never reached its entire execution.

In 1814 the Armenians in turn took the chapel (apse) north of the Basilica from the Greeks.

(This paragraph is noted in the original text.) was still in Jerusalem when the Schismatic
Armenians devised one day, to prevent the Fathers of the Holy Land from pabsoggh this

chapel North of the Basiicss EA OECEO 1T £ OOACA xAO AU 6EUEO0B8O
It was to prevent all access by that way to the Holy Grofto.this end, they postedne of
their own peopleET OEA DAOOACA AT A xEAT OEA #AOEI 1 EA b
dressedn the sacredvestments to celebrate Mass at the Holy Crib, this Armenian gave him a
poke of the elbow in the chest and thus thréwin brutally and sacrilegiously outside the
passageThat lasted forseveral months while the question was addressed in Constantinople,
they recommendedatience on the part of the Latinginally, the people of Bethlehem, outraged
at theseintolerable delaysforced the Franciscans to make justice themselvidsey were in peril
of their lives and only the cowardice of the Armenians prevented bloodshed!

In 1852, at the request of the government of Napoleon lll, the tribunal gaveRtanciscan
Fathers d the Holy Land a key to the Main Door of the Basilica of Bethlehem, and recognized
their right to passage in the choir.

Today the Basilica of Bethlehem is in the hands of the dissident Greeks and Armenians who use
the choir and the transept as their pash churchBelow the transept, the Greeks erected in

1842 an atrocious wall enclosure, pierced by three doors that disrupt the vue of the ensemble.
This fosters in the soul of every visitor a sentiment of sadness and indigndfitis

paragraph is notedin the original text. Since then, the wall in question here has been

removed.

But the defficulties between the Rites has not cease@n the Epiphany of 1928, | myself was
witness to the sacrileges of the Greek Monks against the Franciscan Religioushmsirt

desecration of paintings and mosaicgThe copyist.))
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DESCRIPTIONDFTHEBASILICA

The church of Saint Mary of Bethlehem, or the Basilica of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
is situated on the extreme western side of Bethlehem, outsideettedosure of the ancient city,

on the northern slope of the mountain that serves as its b&¥e the exterior it is surrounded by
several buildings that obstruct the form and hides it from vie@n one side is the Franciscan
convent supported by tall terraces that dominate the valley (ouadi Djemel); on the other side
are the schismatic Greek and Armenian convents which mask the vue of the Basilica except the
roof where the pointed gable is seen from every direction.

From theatrium, we used to enter into the vestibule through three doorie two lateral ones
have disappeared due to exterior constructiofhe center door is the only visible otl@ough
part of it is obstructed by a large modern buttress and walled on theenmr, with the
exception of a low and narrow passage in the form of a vent.

The vestibule extends the entire length of the nave, to the height of the lower &g
interior, it is dark and without ornamentation.The walls divide it into three pas, and
give access to the interior of the Basilica through a single door.

As we enter this door, we have a magnificent spectacle before our &@gmbrace in a single
glance, five naves more than a hundred feet long, formed by four rows of red moieolith
columns veined with white that we would take to be marble and mounted with Corinthian
capitals.

At the far end of these five naves, ignoring the wall put up by the Greeks which we described in

the preceding notelf the Life of Saint Josephwe read:03 OPDOAOOE T pipHEA CAO
the Greeksnp yt ¢h AT A xEEAE AOA DPEAOVkAekthdalde OEOAA ATl
transept, the choir, the apses, all perfectly lighted by a series of open windows in the main part

of the edifice.

Each colonnadesupports, following the ancient rules, an architrave whose long borders bring us
back to the days of classical a@n the lower sides, these architraves support the beams of the
ceiling.In the central nave, thegupport two twentyseven to thirty footwalls on which rest the
beams of the frameworklhe main part of these walls are pierced with a series of windaws.

the Xllth century, these walls were covered with mosaf@sly a few fragments remain to this
day.

(In the Life of Saint Joseph, p144-145, the Author skips the rest of thdollowing description
tosay: Quike all the ancient Basilicas, that of Bethlehem is maiulted, but covered with a simple
framework roof.The one that is seen today datestte end of the XVIIth century, the beanare
apparent in the interior and it is probable that at the time of the first construction all the way to
the middle ages, they wet@dden by a ceiling of wood adorned with paintings and guilding
consistentwith the magnificent interior decoration.

O4EA EEOA 1T AOAO 1T £# OEA " AOEI EAAh ofihAdeker®ed 1T £ A
larger than the two bottomsides togetherThe transept is as large as the central nave and
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together they form the figure of the latin cros§he North andSouth extremities are terminated
by semicircular aspes which project to the exterior wall.

Finally, the central part of the choir is raised a bit more than two feet above the rest of the

ground, it is under this elevation that we find the Grotto 4 . AOE OE O WFollbwE / OO , |
this description.)s 6 6 4 OAT O1 kh<eit thedfldor diah Byéhach text page 151.

Phocas thoroughly describes the ornamentation of the Crypt of the Nativity, but he gives no

detail of the mosaics in the Basilica. Afthaving described the interior as it exists today, he

says thuslyO! AADAAI A AOOEOO EAA PAET OAA ET OEEO 'O
AAAT | Dl &0 keAids&ibed them.

THE MOSAICS

Father Quaresnius, Franciscan religious, former CustodiathefHoly Land, in his great and

wise work on the Holy Sites (two large volumesfaiio entited:0$ E1 OAAAOET 4AO0OAA
said that upon entering the Basilica of Bethlehem by the main door, the first mosaic that was
encountered and which covered thatire interior of the western wall represented a tree

whose branches supported the figures of the proph&sch held in hand a scroll on which

was written in Latin a verse of his prophecy regarding the Birth of Chiidteady in the days

of Father Quaresmius, that is since more than two hundred years (in 1886gre were only

a few fragments leftThese fragments belonged to a tree of Jesse, figure very frequently

represented in the monuments of MiddRge Latin.

Let us penetrate theave.Everything is painted, from the floor to the top of the walls. Probably
the ceiling was formerly .coloredhat completed the system of decoratiohhe columns
themselves were paintedrigures of the saints were representékheir long silhouettes

are still seen in several places.

The entire surface of the walls were covered with mosaics whose subjects were determined.
These mosaics started immediately above the architrave of the columns and extended all the way
to the woodwork surrounding the window.

On both sides of the nave though different in details, they followed the same rules and the same
type of subjects disposed in the following ordér:A row of personages, seen at réagth,
representing the genealogy of Chri&. A series of paintingrepresenting the major Councils,
separated by groups of fantastic foliag8; A frieze made up of molding depicting foliage,

between two rows of pearls, the windows came to rest on the top #vhA row of angels

situated in the space between the windows A frieze similar to the first one.

Like the figures,this entire composition was executed from tiny cubes of glass and are fixed to a
gold backgroundThe colors used are red, yellow, blue, green, and brown/scafle¢

vibrant white, like the brilliant parts of the censors and the chandeliers , and the field of the
inscriptions are rendered by means of mothef-pear! plaques.



95

The south side (still conserved) contains:

The seven busts representing the seven last ancestors of Joseph, spouse wjithielafly. Their
names are written in XII century latin character®zorz Sadocly Eliud z Eleazarz Matthan z
Jacob.

There are two groups of arcades, separated by arabesgBesveen each group of columns is a
square altar, covered with magnificergmbroidered cloths, garlanded and embellished with
precious stones holding a superbly bound book of scriptéigove, a long inscription in two rows
contains a resume of the decrees of the Council of Constantinople.

The fragment on the north side hassamilar ornamentation, but the edifices that contain the
inscriptions related to the Councils have a completely different fomstead of a simple

arch, they complete the dome of the church, and are not identical to the preceding
images, as the altar anthe book of the GospelEhey subsist as two complete churches;
that of Antioch and that of Sardinia and the portion of a third one; that of Gangres.

On the north wall the six Councils are represented; starting to the edstyra , Antiocly
Sardiniaz Gangres- Laodicea- Carthagez with the text for each Council.

On the south wall were the seven ecumenical Councils in order by date, starting with the East:
Niceaz Constantinoplez Ephesig Chalcedory 2nd Constantinoplez 34 Constantinoplez 2nd

Nicea. The fifth and seventh have completely disappear€he inscription on the second Council
is complete, and only fragments are left of the other foline second council of Nicea was in
Latin. So, we know this second Council was the last ecumenical Aaecognized by the Greeks.
The heresy of Photius caused the schism a short time later.

The transept and the choidere is what was left of the decoration in this part of the church
during the time of Quaresmius:

The lower south central part of the trasept we could see in the apse:

The Nativity of Our Lorq The Adoration of the Magg The return of the Magi guided

by the AngelOn the east wall The Conversation of Our Lord with the Samaritairhe
Transfigurationz Jesust EOEO0O86 O AT Oéivititde PaIrhsOdbove SAiar Qobrithe
EvangelistOn the west wallThe Arrest of Our Lord in the garden of Olivéke other images on
this facade were destroyed.

The north transept had only two images lefthe Incredulity of Saint Thomas and the
Ascension.

In the main choir were represented®n the North side; Pentecost and the Wake of the
Virgin; on the south side; The Presentation in the Temple; and it the apse, the Annunciation.
Above are figures of saints and prophets.

We see that this ensemble of mosaics presents a complete summary of the New Testament
in a series of images.
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Of all these decorations, today there are only three images Tie Entrance with the Palms;
Saint Thomas touching the wounds of Jesus Chaistl a fragment of the Ascension.

First image:Entrance on Palm daywVe see Christ, seated on a donkey, blessing with the

right hand and leading the animal with his lefAn apostle is walking next to hinThe

other apostles no doubt were right behind the Lord, in the part of the mosaic that has

been destroyedn front, there is a tree in which a child is climbing to cut the branchgslow,

next to the donkey, other children are spreading their vestments loe ground A little further,
before the gate to the city, the crowd is waiting for Christen and women are huddled, holding
palms and leading their childrenOne of the women is carrying hers on her shoulder, in the way
Arab women of today do, by the deat his pantsAt the back there is a tree covered mountain,
and a city fortified by a wall and its houses.

AEEO Al i BT OEOEITT ATT &£ Oi O Al OEOAIzUollecterOcE OEA 2
manuscripts, formulas in use by Greek painters,aeity found at Mount Athosz The

identification is so complete that we could believe the mosaic of Bethlehem made directly after

the chapter of this Guide consecrated to the feast of the Palrhe.Latin inscription which

accompanied it has disappeareQuaresmius saw the wordAMIS PALMARUM HIS XPS.

The second imag€We pass under it going to the Joinville door to the Holy Grotiid)e
Incredulity of Saint ThomasThe second fragment represents Jesus standing, His head
surroundedby a cruciform halojn the middle of the eleven apostlé&/ith one hand He holds
back his garband uncovers the wound on his right side; with the other he takes the arm of
Thomas and makekim put his finger in the hole of the woundhe unbeliever bows with fear;
the tenothers lookwith admiration.

None of the apostles have halos , which is completely contrary to tradition of Greek iconography.

At the backis a closed door whose two panels are historiatedd panels whose frame forms a

series of scrollworkesembling siperimposed hearts whose point is adorned with a bud which

OAOGAIT A1 AO A £ AGO A AOnie&cside ¢f De&ddddr, B Cofornade ith leafedl 1 1T O
capitals contain an arch alternatively in full curve and ribbed.

The arched vaults are adornedith encrusted stones, exactly like the churches havimgat
navesFormerly we read over the doodANUIS CLAUSIS; and over the head of Saint
Thomas on each side of the coluiFER DI GITUM TUUM HMhese inscriptions have
disappeared along with a parof the gold background that surrounded them.

We clearly distinguish in the colonnades, the central ribs and the two full curves which
accompany themThe bend at a third of the way was always foreign to the Greeks properly said,
as were the mosaic painte of the emperor ManuelThose that we see here are evidently a
concession to the tastes of the Crusaders.

The third image:The Ascension: (Also above the passagég third fragment belongs to the
image of the Ascension, whose upper part has disappeaiée see the eleven apostles, with
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beards and no haloes, separated into two groups and looking toward hea&ethe center, the
Virgin with halo and raised hand€On each side of the Mother of God, two angels dressed like the
apostles, but without beardswith wings and halos, speak to the two groups.

Next to one, we formerly read these worddRI GALILEI QUID STATIS ASPICIENTES IN
CAELUMNext to the otherHIC HIS QUI ASSUMPTUS EST SIC VENIET

QUEMADMODUM VIDISTIS EUM.

The soil is rounded in thehape of a dome in such a way as to indicate that the scene takes
place on the summit of a mountain.

A final, less considerable fragment is found in the southern transiforeshadows

the Transfiguration and represents the prophet ElijaBuring thetime of Father Quaresmius,
the image was complete, and we saw the summit of the mountain, the three apostles, Peter,
James and John, and Christ surrounded by two prophets with the inscript&hIAS HIS

CHS MOISES, and aboVERRANSFIGURATIO DNI.

All these mosaics were executed with great care on a gold backgroUimy are far superior
to the Roman paintings of the XlIth century, such as we know them by the rare monuments of
the West.

These details already call attention to the characteristics of the migs in the naveActually, as o
examples, they appeared to me similar to those we just descrikdd O | U BDAOOh ) Al I
consider them all as contemporary.

In the choir there is nothing leftAll the mosaics described by Quaresmius have completel
disappearedOnly one small fragment remains in the apstecomes from a long

bilingual inscription, in five lines, which occupied the perimiter of the hemicycle a few meters
from the ground.

M. de Vogue translated the inscription given in its entirdty Quaresmius but with a few

errors, that the wise archaeologist rectified as folon®:4 EA D OAOAT O x1 OE xAO [
hand of Ephrem, painter and mosaic maker, during the reign of the emperor Manuel

Porphyrogenete Comnene, and in the days of the gk#ag) of Jerusalem, the Lord Amaury and

OEA 110606 ET1T U AEOGET D T &£ EilT U "AOEI AEAT h -0CO0O8
author continues, this date is according to the Greek calculation which places the birth of Jesus

Christ in the year 5508 andorresponds to the Christian year 1169, which is actually the 2

Convocation of Constantinople.

The emperor Manuel reigned from 1145 to 1180maury, the % king of Jerusalem, from 1163

to 1173, and Raoul (Ralph) was bishop of Bethlehem from 1159 o101tb61173.So there is a

perfect concordance between the different parts of the inscriptidhe form of the letters, the
abbreviations and the ribbons of this inscription is the same as the Greek inscriptions in the nave.
That is another reason to consid¢hem all contemporaries and to attribute them all to the same
OAEIT1 AO Ail OEA AAAT OAOEIT1T EIT OEAA OEEO ODPI A
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DESCRIPTION OF THE HOLY GROTTO AND THE OTHER SANCTUARIES

(c.Annales du T.S. Rosaire, 1896, September p. 169 and following; ItenVie de Saint
Josephp. 145159)

4 OAT Ol A Oiphodo@efeiericés Armgnch edition pag e 160: Grotto of the Nativity
Plan of the grottoes of Bethleheni. The Holy Grotto;2. Site of the Holy Manger; 3.
Altar of the Three Kings;4. Stairs; 5. Site of the Birth of Jesus. The fountain; 7.

The exit door;8. The altar to Saint Josept). The Grotto of the Holy Innocents; 10.
The Tomb of Saint Eusebiugl1. The Tombs of Saints Paula and Eustochia;

12.The Tomb of @int Jerome;13.3 AET O * AOT 1 AdO / OAOI OUSs

The Stable of Bethlehem is below the choir (in raising) of the Basilica.

We descend via stairs indicated by the numbers 4, on the Plan of the Holy Grotto (see
December 1895, p.221Qne, on the south side, sentkse nonunited Greeks who have

their convent on that side of the Basilicne other, on the north side, is where our pilgrims
go.lt is made up of sixteen steps and is on the the side of the Convent of the Fathers of the
Holy Land.

O7 EEIT A O EHe Natiatly i©di propedy, Wi do not have exclusive use dftie

non-united Greek and the neanited Armenians knew to appropriate and through

territorial power, have obtained the right to burn lamps and to celebrate one mass per

day at the site of théirth of the Lord.The Fathers of the Holy Land, for their part,

celebrate one low Mass and one high Mass in the grotto, but they are not permitted to

offer the holy Sacrifice at the very spot of the NativiiWe borrow the descriptions of the

Stable ofBethlehem and other underground Grottoes from the Work already frequently quoted:
Guide to the Sanctuaries and historical Sites of the Holy Land by Father Lievin de Hamme,
Franciscan residing in Jerusalem{3ed).Work that all the pilgrims and touristsvant to own
because of its rigorous accuracy.)

In the middle of the XlIth century, the Grotto of the Nativity received from the Crusades,

AAAT OAGETT O 1T &£ xEEAE xA AT1860 ETT x OEA AAOGECT |
chapel was also covered witlnosaicsToday (1888) we see only a few traces of them in

the niche that encloses the altar of the Nativity.

The Stable of Bethlehem, in its present state, is natfioalthe most part.t is practically

on a bed of calcium rock and over it there is alogg which isprobably falselt is forty feet long,
and has an average width of ten to thirteen fed@he pavement consists of large white marble
tiles, and the rock walls are covered with the same white marble.

The Holy Grotto has three doorsne at e@h of the stairs and a third one at the back which
we will describe a bit later, but they do not lead to the outsi&éty three lamps light the
interior, of which fifteen belong to the Franciscans, Guardians of the Holy Sites, and the
rest belong to theschismatic Greeks and Armenians.

The site of the Nativity The site of the Nativity of Our Lord is in the main part (#5
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on the plan) of the Manger, near the two stairway®he site is in the middle of a little

apse which is covered laywhite marbleplaque.This plaque calls attention to a circular
opening, almost in the center of a bluish colored rock which is probably jasp@s opening is
surrounded by a silver star.

The silver starz The rays of this star are nailed to the marble plague, andand the
disc is engraved the following inscriptiotdic de Virgine Maria JestShristus Natus
est. 1717 (TranslationHere Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary).

Next to the ground, around the apse 16 lamps burn night and deyey belong to the thre
Communities, Latin, Greek and Armenian.

The Greeks and the Armenians place a table on which they say Mass over the marble

plaque and the 16 lampg.his apse which occupies the eastern part of the Holy Grstiib
preserves, as we mentioned above, sdragments of the beautiful mosaics which go back to the
time of the Crusaded.hey represent the Infant Jesus at the time of His birth.

The Manger oratoryz Ten feet southwest of this apse, we go down three steps into the oratory of
the Manger.This oratay is barely ten feet long and six or seven feet witles partly carved into

the rock, whose ceiling is covered with draperies and whose north and northwest sides are held
by three antique marble columns.

On the west side, we notice an excavation ie tieck shaped like a CradI€his is where

the Blessed Virgin placed the Infant Jesus after His bifthis venerable spot (#2 on the

plan) is clad with white marble and five lamps burn there continuallshe back is hidden

by an image representing thinfant Jesus in the cradl@he walls are covered with draperies but
they permit us to see the rock.

Altar of the Magiz The altar of the Magi occupies a part of this oratorihis altar is so
called because it is dedicated to the Magi who came from ther® and is located at
the place where these holy persons adored the Infant Jesus (#3 on the plan).

It is on this altar that Catholic priests celebrate the holy Mysteries when they have the
pleasure of offering the holy Mass at the Oratory of the Crib.

This oratory belongs exclusively to the Latiridonetheless we already saw, they cannot
officiate there all the time, as the dissidents have certain rights, such as incensing during
their ceremonies, etc.

The Well of the Holy Family At a southwest angd, near the door to the Grottoes (#7

on the plan, there is a small circular openingccording to ancient tradition, God made

a source of fresh water burst forth while the Holy Family inhabited this always venerable
Grotto.

Leaving the Manger through thabove mentioned door, to visit the (other) subterranean
Grottoes
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The neighboring grottoesThis is an narrow passageway, carved almost entirely in the
rock and just a few steps away, we come to

The Chapel dedicated to Saint Josgplocal tradition sayst was in the Grotto of the

Nativity that the angel ordered Saint Joseph to take the Infant Jesus and Mary, His

Mother and flee to EgyptThis chapel, also entirely under the main Basilica, is carved in the
rock and is very lowThe altar is dedicated tohe flight into Egypt and we see an image
representing this mystenylt is a true masterpiece which was painted in Cologités protected

by a metal grill to prevent the everyone from damaging it by passing their hand over it which
they then kissFromthere, we go down a stair of five steps to the chapel of the Holy Innocents.

The chapel of Saint Josef#8 on the plan) has its true floor at the same level as the Holy
Innocents:the digging of the 5 steps was necessitated by the accumulation of dedsidting
from carving of the rock by our ancient Fathers and which hid them there under a false
floor during the time of persecution.)

Altar of Saint Eusebius of CremorgThis altar (#10 on the plan) is set above the very tomb of
Saint Eusebius whooid his goods to help his master and his friend, Saint Jerome founded a
monastery in BethlehemAfter the death of Saint Jerome, Eusebius was elected superior in his
place, but he only outlived him by two years, and died in 422.

Through this passage offfeen to twenty feet long, we come to the chapel of the tombs.
This chapel is dug entirely into the rocKo the east, we see an altar (#11 on the plan)

built on the Tombs of Saint Paula and Saint EustochBorn of Greek and Scipions

blood, Paula aftethe death of her husband Toxius who was from an ancient Julli farhay no
other ambition than to devote herself to the service of Jesus Christ.

Knowing both the Greek and Hebrew languages, she devoted herself to the reading of
the Holy Booksintimately associated with Saint Jerome, like him she distributed a large
part of her goods to the poor, left Rome and came with her daughter Eustochia

to Bethlehem where she founded monasteri@ter a meritorious life, she died in 494

and was buried in the tomithat is named for herHer daughter succeeded her as
superior, and did 15 years later and shares her sepulcher.

On the west wall of this same chapel (#12 on the plan) we see an altar over the Tomb of Saint
Jeromeg Saint Jerome, from a rich and powerfidamily, was born in the City of Strido on the
border of Dalmatia and Pannonie in 33After having spent his youth in Rome where he studied,
he converted to Christianity and after several trips to France, he retreated to the desert of Syria
where he livedor eleven years, immersed in the study of Holy Script@elained to the

priesthood by Paulin, bishop of Antioch, he visited Palestine and conceived the idea of spending
the rest of his life near the manger of the Loieturning to Rome in 378, he becarsecretary to
PopeDamasus, who gave him assorted very important functions, among other

things, to explain publicly the Holy BookBoward the end of the IVth century, Jerome

returned to Bethlehem and built a monastery which he wasted no time in fillinghw

pious cenobites, in such a large number that he had to sell the rest of his goods to provide for
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their needsHe spent his days directing the various convents of men and of women, and
part of the night studying the Hebrew languagEurther, he wrote dareatise defending the
Catholic faith and by his pen sustained some famous controver$ies.end of his life was
troubled by invasions of the barbarians and the persecution of herefite holy

and wise Doctor died in Bethlehem in 428is body was plaa®in a grotto near that

of the Nativity of the Lord, which he had frequently watered with his te&@ce then,

he was transported to Rome, to the church of Saint Mary Major, and placed near the
Chapel where the Holy Crib (whose description appears [atewhich the Savior of the world
was placed at His birthAs we know, Saint Jerome is the author of the Vulgate edition

of the bible, and was Canonized by the Holy Council of Trent.

From this chapel we go through a door on the north side to

The Oratoryof Saint JeromeThis is the chapel (#13 on the plan) called the Oratory of

Saint Jerome because according to Tradition, the is the place where he spent night and day
in prayer and study.

Note:There still exist two souvenirs of Saint Jerome in Betelehl. An orange tree planted
AU EEIih AT A o8 A Oiii xEAOA EA OAOCEO AT A xEE

To see the orange tree, it is sufficient to request it of a Franciscan religious of Bethlehem who
willingly show it in the little garden of their conventThis little parcel of land is located at the
chevet of the large Basilica of Saint Helena.

As for the school of Saint Jerome, it is located in the Armenian convent near the Basilica.
They also willingly allow visits.

THE REMAINS OF THE HOLY CRIB IN ROME IN THE BASILICA OF SAINT MARY MAJOR
(Annales du T.S. Rosaire, 1897, April, pp. 6971)

The Crib, or to be more specific, the five pieces of wood which remain, are enclosed in a crystal
reliquary in the shape of an enormoweyg, resting horizontally on a gold and silver carved base.

This object of art is around 20 inches high and 40 inches ldhg.under a vermillion statue of

the Infant Jesus in a cradle, to the right and the left in crystal muffs,see in the distancgome

EAU &£0I i OEA OOAAT A ET "AOEI AEAT AT A OEA AEOE
reliquary is a gift from the duchess of Villdermosa.

These little wooden planks or crosspieces, the largest of which is three feet long, by two and

a halfinches thick, have wormholes and are a grayish tifihey look like pieces of old oak
dusted with flour.They are suspended in the crystal egg by silver ribbons.

During the year, the Holy Crib is enclosed in a gold cabinet located on the altar of cofeis
Saint Mary Major.
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This confession on which is found the body of the apostle Mathias in a magnificent urn of
porphyry was constructed by Pius IVhe white marble statue of this Pontiff is at the cent&he
pope is represented kneeling in prayer.

Christmas day, the relic is exposed from first vespers to the following evenhgFeast of
the Nativity is ended with a procession in the Basilica presided by a cardirfa. Holy Crib is
carried bythe White Penitents, in the midst of a large crowtlis deposited in the sacristy at
which time small groups are admitted to venerate it at close range.

It was brought from Bethlehem in 642 at the time of a Muslim invasion, and placed in Saint Mary
Major by Pope Theodore.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE FATHES OF THE HOLY LAND IN BETHLEHEMnNnales du
T.S. Rosaire, 1896, November, p 208 and following)

We have just examined from a topographical point of view the august Sanctuaries of Bethlehem.
Now let us visit like real pilgrims, and we will unite ourselves in spirit with the pious pilgrims
who accompany the Franciscans, Guardians of these Sanctuaries in their daily procession and
who communicates to one of his friends in America his impmssiin these term©®8 $AA O
friend, | wanted to make my visit as a true pilgrim and | communicate to you all the impressions
| experienced while visiting these auguSanctuaries.

Permit me to start my day with the Fathers of the Holy Land, GuardianthefHoly Sites who
gave me cordial hospitalityAlso the Associates of the Work of the Holy Land ,&hd are
numerous in America as they will see once again what precious favors they participate in by
their offerings on Good Friday, for the Holy Sitgs\irtue of the Bull of Pius VI, of pious memory,
favors which were most recently confirmed by a Brief from His Holiness Leon XIlI.

| must tell you that what goes on in Bethlehem, also takes place in Jerusalem, in Nazareth and in
the other SanctuariesThe Holy See applies to all the Benefactors, the merits resulting from the
prayers, penances, fasts, pilgrimages, processions and whatever pious works, accomplished not
only by the Franciscans, Guardians of the Holy Shes for the entire Catholic populabn that
benefits from the collections for the Work of the Holy Land, and equally the fruits of all the
Masses celebrated in all these august sanctuaries. (The number of Masses offered each year for
these Benefactors of the Holy Land, at Calvary, the TomiE / OO , T OAh AO OEA
from twenty to twenty-five thousand!)

The Massesg

Between time, the Fathers of the Holy Land celebrate the holy Mass, either in the beautiful parish
church, or in the underground grotto which we already visited and whiwe will see again

tonight with the daily Processiomt a determined hour, the community descends to the choir

and begins the recitation of the Little Hours of the Office of the Holy Virgin, followed by Prime,
Tierce of the Canonical Officall the relgious assist at the regular masses which are always
offered for the benefactors of the Holy Larthis mass is celebrated alternately between the

parish church and the Sanctuary of the Crib.

Ci
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At a predetermined time, the first Professor of language ceéibs the Holy Mass for all the

children of the parish school who receive a free education from the Fathers of the Holy Land.
These dear children, we are very numerous and all catholic, attend the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
each day and pray for their benattors.lIt is the Franciscans who teach them with the help of

Arab masters.

While giving a good education to these children, the main goal is to form in them a sincere and
solid virtue, and develop in them a firm attachment to the Catholic Church, toinesjpem with

a great horror of schismThe danger of perversion is permanent in this country by the inevitable
and continuous mixture of all nationalities and religions in these countriBsit God be praised!
The Latin Catholics of Palestine and espegidghose of Bethlehem remain firm in their faith.

After the morning office, the young religious who do their philosophy studies here, retreat to that
part of the convent which is reserved for them called the Seminary, to siitlihe same time,

the otherreligious go to their respective jobs, confirming with the monastic regulations, but with
a differenceln Mission countries like Palestine, those jobs are more varied and time consuming.

At ten thirty, the bell calls the religious to the offices of S=2and None, followed by half an hour
of meditation.The community goes to the refector.most rigorous silence prevails at the table.
A selected reading accompanies the meal.

Then we take a short recreation au divad.EE O x1 OA OA E O AressionfoGneaghia 1 OE A
room where recreation takes place, where there are chairs, and long benches covered with

cushions and placed against the wall all around the room and where the Orientals, after having
removed their shoes, lounge during their visits or ments of leisure.

10O Ox1 TB8A1ITAEh 1B6AIOGADLOLEADG #e AT KERS8- AOET A0 |
office, after which the Daily Procession begins, which is done daily except for Sundays because of

the varied ceremonies in the Parish or agaaccidently some day of the week for a particular

reason.

DAILY PROCESSION OF THE FRANCISCANS, GUARDIANS OF THE HOLY SITES, AFTER
COMPLINE OR MATINS, AT THE HOLY GROTTO OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST IN BETHLEHEM

(Annales du T.S. Rosaire,1896,$ AAAT AAO bccy AT A A 111 xET C8(Q

As you can imagine, the pious pilgrims consider it a great privilege to be able to participate

in this procession. The Canonical Office completed, the celebrant assisted by two cantors and
accompanied by two altar boys frorie parish go before the altar of the Blessed Sacrament,

bless the incense, take the censor from the hands of the thurifer, censes the altar while standing
then starts to sing the antiphonO Sacrum Convivium, which is continued by the Religious and all
the other people who accompany the processbrE AU A1 1 AAOOU A AAT Al A8
assistants who were kneeling, stand ; the cantors dimg Christmas hymn Jesus Redemptor

omnium, which all continue while going through the transept of the largadlica toward the

Chapel of the Nativity of the Lord.
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How it is gentle and consoling for a true Catholic to sing, in the very place where this

adorable mystery took place, the sublime pray€ry * AOOO 2AAAAT AO T £ Al
the Father, engedered by Him before all ages, in a glory equal to Migu are the light and

splendor of the FatherYou are the eternal hope of alPlease listen to the prayers your servants

send to you from everywhere and whose hearts are turned toward this august\@iich we

venerate here at this momenRemember, Creator of all thingdhat you formerly took, in the

chaste bosom of a Virgin, a body similar to outds here, o adorable Jesus, in this Stable, after
having left the bosom of Your Father and the spiiers of Heaven, You came to earth to deliver

us from the bondage of sin and open for us the doors to Paradisd.we who were washed by

the effusion of Your Blood, we want to sing a hymn to honor here at the Site of Your 8idhy

to You,ohJesus,iSo | £ - AQUAG

Arriving at the venerable spot of the Nativity, the procession stops and everyone falls on their
kneesThe cantors sing the famous words of the great Solitary of Bethlehem, Saint Jeforme:
Bethlehem, contemplate this Sité!is here in thidlittle cave in the earth that the Creator of the
(AAOGAT O xAT OAA O1T AA AT O1T 6 '1AOADI EOERBAADOCEDOG.
wrapped in swaddling clotheg, It is here he was placed in the Cigthere the shepherds

contemplated Hing here the star stopped here the Magi adored Hirg here the Angels
repeated the sublime hym®' 1 T OEA ET %@ehidll OFE Ah OEIAIAAT OEAA

Then the altar boys, two children from Bethlehem, get up and with a visible joy, extend their

hands to the precis&ite of the Nativity, and sing with a childlike prideét | C notum fecit

Dominus, alleluialAll the attendants replySalutare suum, alluliaThis little scene is full of

charm for the pilgrims and leaves a lasting impression on their hearts. The prieahtithe
00OAUAO AT A Ai1l OAAEOA EO A 11 x OIEAAR 0AOAON
Holy Site.

0.
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in the possession of the Schismati€be Latins haveno other right but to carry out this
Ceremony which we described, despite the fact all the firmans are in their favor.

Strangers contemplate with astonishment in a Site served by the Armenians and the Greeks,
ornamented exclusively by the latter, the greand magnificent silver star which carries

the following surviving inscription Hic de Virgina Maria, Jesus Christus natus est, 1717.

That is an inscription in Latin characters, which goes back no more than two centuries and
which protests day and nighin favor of the undeniable rights of the Catholiddbw long

Lord, will You leave us under this desolate humiliation?

However, we continue this ceremonihe celebrant with his assistants descends three steps and

stops before the Holy Criblere the Chrigan soul is at ease, for it is here that the Master of the

world, setting aside all His majesty, appears to us in the form of a defenseless child and lying on a
bit of straw. Yes, it is espeC|aIIy here that the confident soul can appreuate this worteof t

Divine MasterO# 1 I A O1T 1T A All xET x1 OE AT A AKiokereAOOAAIT
that the Divine Child breaks the trifold idol of honors, riches and pleasures to which the entire

pagan world offers a sacrilegious incengeis here by Hs example that He will exalt the poor,
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for whom He will let fall from His lips the divine words, the first of the Beatitud@s: | AOOAA A O/
OE A oLét usGiAghere with the priest the hymn of our most sincere gratitu@aando venit

ergo sacri: and leus say with all the sincerity of oursoud, T OA * AOOOh AT T O 1 AO
glory of the humble, oh You who deign to serve as a model by appearing poor and huraide,

in this Manger, in hoc Proesepio, make us we beg You, walking here below inpllaess of true

humility and detachment of all the things of the earth, we can arrive one day to the eternal joy of
0OAOAAEOA ET OEA [ EAOAOE OERA SAGET EIOA O A 1! 1 ECAAQ A AA
Indulgence. After this fervent prayer, the assistanésnain kneeling;only the celebrant turns

with his ministers and censes the altar of the Magi just as he did at the Nativity and at the Crib

and as he will do at all the other Sanctuariddere, imitating the Three Magi, all prostrate

themselves and kis$ie ground.The celebrant sings an antiphon which recalls this mystery and

all the attendants celebrate the triple offering of these holy Persdife. too, fortunate pilgrims,

after eighteen centuries, we offer in turn to the King of Kings, the gold of dwarity, the incense

of our prayer and the myrrh of our mortifications with humble confidence that God will not

reject our offering if we make it with a sincere heagain we recite the Patet, OA8 O CAET .
third Plenary Indulgence.

It is here that newinages were placed which | mentioned in one of my preceding le{iéfs
did not find the preceding letter mentioned here by Father Frederic. (The copyist.)p replace
the two which disappeared thirteen years ago, in the night of April 25, by a savagebaurtdl
act of vandalism which left in the hearts of the Latin population a wound which still bleeds.

From the Crib, the Procession continues to the other Sanctuaries which are the exclusive
property of the Catholics.

At the back of the Holy Grotto of theativity, a little iron door leads to a narrow, obscure

corridor. It is by that route that the Procession comes to the grotto and sanctuary of Saint

Joseph, singing the praises of the chaste Spouse of the most pure of Vgins:OADEhR [ E 91
the noble koot of the family of David, incomparable model of the hidden life, mirror of the

simple soul always agreeable to God, spouse of Mary, Haik, you were the happy witness of

the great Mystery, earthly father of Christ, who on the eighth day , you gagename Jesus.

From here you took the road to exile, and in the deserts, you were the Protector and Guide of

the Child and the Mother; their consolation at Memphis; and their provider upon returning to
Nazareth.And there, oh prodigy, the Creator ctbd A ( E O 7A0 AGALOXOEOARA 6A 0 AOA O
to gain a seven year Indulgence attached to t&anctuary.

From the Oratory of Saint Joseph, we descent five steps, to the Chapel of the Tomb of the .
Holy InnocentsO( AET h A&l OAOOT 1T AOO luté of-JesisBanested yoikdt i OE A
the beginning of life, like a whirlwind brings new rosebudarst victims for Jesus, tender

lambs sacrificed for Him, you play innocently with your crommsder this very altar.

In the wall of the Grotto, under the altaan iron grille leads to a small cavéccording to a
pious tradition, this cave served as the sepulcher for a large number of tiny Ma#gftes the
massacre ordered by the cruel Herdglach year on the Feast of the Holy Innocents, this
underground is opaed and the happy pilgrims who happen to be present are authorized to
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remove bits of rock which they joyfully bring back to their families upon leaving the Holy Land.
| would wish for all the mothers to have one of these souvenirs of BethleBdmhow tle
little Innocents in Heaven can obtain favors for their dear children, the Innocents of the earth!

From the Grotto of the Holy Innocents, the Procession passes again through a narrow corridor
before the tomb of Saint Eusebius, at the far end of@@pel of the Sepulcher of Saint Paula
and stops at the oratory of Saint Jerome while singing the hymn of the Confessors.

This oratory, more spacious than the neighboring grottoes, formerly connected by a long
underground with the church of Saint Nichot and at the same time was part of a great
cloister which today still has the name of Saint Jerome.

According to Tradition, it is here that the great Doctor studied day and night the divine Law
and carried out his vast work on Holy Scriptur®., T O Ady YouAhrofigh the intercession

of this great Saint, make us always put into practice what he so admirably taught and by his
xI OA AT A EEO AgAIi Bl AA®

A few steps behind, we are facing the empty tomb of Saint Jerome, since everyone knows that
today his bodylies in Rome, near the very remains of the Holy Crib, in the Basilica of Saint
Mary Major.Facing the tomb of the great Doctor of the Church we find that of the illustrious
descendant of the Scipions and the Greeks, Saint Paula, with her daughter Saituichia.

After the liturgical prayer of the Processional, we pass by the tomb of Saint Eusebius of
Cremona, disciple of Saint Jerome, to say a new prayer.

From here, the Procession goes up a modest stairway, while singing a hymn Common of Virgins,
into the large church and stops in front of the Main Altar, dedicated to the illustridMisyin

and Martyr of Alexandria, Saint Catherine, the powerful Patron of the Parish whose body was so
miraculously transported to the summit of Sinai, by the hand of Arsglel memory of this

miracle, the Sovereign Pontiffs allow us to obtain a Plenary Indulgence like that accorded to the
holy Mountain.Finally, to terminate this long and impressing Procession, we put ourselves under
the Protectionof the Queen of Virgingy the recitation of the Litanies, of Tota Pulchra and other
beautiful prayers which are in the Processional in use by the Fathers of the Holy Land.

After this long exercise, the religious take a little recreation, either inside or outdoors depending
uponthe season. OT 6T A OAOGAT T1T68A1 T AE OEA AAlI1T AAI 1 O OE
Matins andLaudesfrom the Office of the Holy Virgin or the Office of the Dead, followed by
meditation. This last exercise is followed by supper (around 8:30) andtle recreation at the

divan and rest.

In detail, that is the life of the Fathers of the Holy Land in Bethleh@ve. repeat, it is also the
same at the Cribin Jerusalem and all the other Sanctuaries, they pray and offer their work
and trials and thework of all the souls that are commended to them according to the Bulls of
the Sovereign Pontiffs for all those who, each year, on Good Friday or another day of the
year, make a modest donation for the Keeping and Maintenance of the august Sanctuattes of
Holy Land!



107

THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM

(Cf.Annales du T.S. Rosaire,1897, pp. 48 and following.The Pilgrim of Palestine, 1886,
January pp. 1421)

The Christmas holidays in Bethlehem have a special character, both serene and grandiose.

/T OEA 1 TOTEITC T £ OEA AD&ihindviadreally at thefCon@e@OOAE O
and in the Parish, directed by the Franciscans, for the reception according to ceremonial

practice, of His Excellence the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, who ofésipontifically on

Christmas just as the Most Reverend Father Custodian does on the Feast of the Magi Kings.

The Patriarch usually leaves his residence at Beitdjallah in the mountains about two miles north
west of Bethlehem, to make his solemn entradc®1 OT A T T A T8AI T AE ET OEA

After dinner, | found myself at the place said to be Saint Helena, ancient atrium of the Basilica,

with all the other pilgrims, to await the arrival of His Beatitudd.he temperature was ideal and

the sun was warm eough to force us to use our umbrellds.OT OT A T T A T6A1 T AE OEF
was on footThere appeared, at the end of the street from which the cortege was due to arrive,
agroup of soldiersy O xAO OEA 0 Ane odishofitie Tndnastedy Grdadl ridging.

His Excellency was received in front of the exterior door of the Basilica of Saint Helena, and

made his solemn entrance accompanied by all the secular clergy and regulars, reunited in

Bethlehem for the occasion.

The Patriarch always acceptthe hospitality of the Franciscans and he sits at the same table as
the religious.This paternal simplicity and this fraternal union produces a salutary impression
on the locals as well as the foreign pilgrims.

After a few moments of rest, all gather the parish church of Saint Catherine, and the Patriarch
pontifically sings the Vespers of the feafhe office ended, priests and simple faithful, pilgrims

and locals, all go to the Holy Grotto to venerate the Site of the Nativity and the Holy Crib and to
POAU EIT OEI AT AA O1 OEl OAT 1T86AITAE AO 1TECEOS

1O OEEO OEI A j OAT 1T6A1ITAE bP8isq xA OEIC -AOET
Catherine;The Holy Grotto, as everyone knows, is not spacious enough for the celebration of
such ceremonied/atins are chanted with all the solemnity possible.

The group of faithful joined with the number of pilgrims is enormousis entire crowd, praying
aloud in the oriental manner, jostle in the church and the adjacent cloisters, creating an
indescribable pectacle.

Matins are followed (at Midnight) by the Pontifical Mass, and after mass, the imposing
ceremony of the Procession, a very special ceremony for the Sanctuary of Bethlehem.

A little crib was prepared and placed in advance in front of the truelCAn Infant Jesus of
radiating beauty, which we had already exposed in the upper church, is placed in the arms of the
Patriarch, and the Procession begins.
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entersthe vast and antique cloister of Saint Jerome, singing hymns and chants.

This long interior gallery terminates at a medium sized door which enters the north transept of
the great BasilicaThe Procession crosses that arm, barely allowed the Catholi¢hédy
Schismatic Armenians and descends the seirgular stairway leading to the Sanctuary.

Arriving, the venerable Patriarch who is carrying the Infant Jesus places his precious charge
on the Site where eighteen centuries ago, the Queen of Heaven phacativine SonThe

French Consul, representing the protector nation of the Holy Sites, is standing iarfiitirm,
with all his staff at the foot of the stair.

The priests sing the Hymn of the Angdlte Gloria in Excelsis, sung by us in the Holgt®r
during this special night, leaves an ineffable impression in our hedtts no longer the earth|t
is heaven come down to this Sitdle are exhausted but we are happyhe ceremony has lasted
five hours.

In the meantime, (as of midnight) the prgés had started the celebration of low Masses at the
altar of the Magi, in the opening in the rock where the Site of the true Crib is locatedy will
succeed each other without interruption (except for the moment of the Procession), from
midnight until the hour when the Greeks celebrate their mass at the site of the Nativity, around
AEOA T 6AI T AES

The office of the Greeks terminated, the Latin priests, according to the Regulations, continue to
say their masses, one each per celebrant, until the lasttmasethe privilege of celebrating his
three Christmas masses in the august Sanctuditye priests who concelebrate with him, have
said their two other Masses, either in the church of Saint Catherine, or in one of the grottoes
neighboring the Crib.

Thelast AOO xEI 1 AZET EOE OEEO UAAO | ThéHot Ghuktol OT A A
allows us this privilege at the Sanctuary of Bethlehem for the Feasts of Christmas and the Three

Magi. The Armenians who have the right to celebrate each day like thee&s, one Mass in the
Sanctuary, must wait on these two days, so that all the Latin Masses are ended, which they never

fail to do, to preserve the right that they would never want to compromise.

At a set time, His Excellency the Patriarch, takes his lazivibe Religious of the Holy Land and
returns to his residence on the mountaifhe religious and the pilgrims for their part, makea A
DEI COEIi ACA Oi OEA 0O3EADEAOA 5tdthe' stizphérdsithé gosdE AOA O

news and where a multitude ofetestial spirits sangO' 1 T OEA ET 11 OEOOEI EO $

A £ A oz z =

The ceremonies done at the Site and on a true night when the great mysteries were ccomplished,
leave a salvific and profound impression in the sotiey reviveour faith, fortify our hope and
increase our Charity.
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It would be desirable for the pilgrims to arrive in larger numbers from Europe and America to
rejoice with us at the coming of the Messiah, to salute with us the Divine Child in His little Cradle
and to adore with us the Savior of the wollldThis description was written by a missionary of the
Holy Land.

(# 1 D UE 0 0%e, bt thidrisgionary was Good Father Frederic,for we have this account
translated in English inPilgrim of Palestine ., New YorkJanuary 7, 1886 pp. 141 and is
signed by Fr. Frederic de Ghyvelde, Min. Oltdis letter is dated Jerusalem, September 30,
1885. It starts with a description of the voyage from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, the 24f
December which could be of any year fot is always the same ceremonies that are repeated
each time.)

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY IN BETHLEHEM

(Cf.Annales du Tres Saint Rosaire, 1897 pp. 88 and following.he Pilgrim of Palestine and
Messenger of Saint Francis,1888 March, #10)

Ceremony of the Latins, the Greeks and other dissident rites.

A person who never visited the Holy Sited would have difficulty visualizing what we are going to
say, (This reference to Father X of the Holy Land# 1 B U E O O ©h@ FdtherX As jlways

Father Fredeiic of GhyveldeActually we find him again in thePilgrim of Palestine and
Messenger of Saint Francis, Vol. |, Sunday, Marcht1888, number 10.Another proof, in the
following note referring to a preceeding reference which is signed by Father Frederic of
Ghyvelde, Min. Obs. and is dated Jerusalem, September 30, 1885.)

Our situation here as Guardians of the Sanctuaries is unique in the religious world, and
the special ceremonies of the Latins, the romited Greeks, the Armenians and other
Schismatics dmot resemble anything like those in the western world.

The eve of the Epiphany for the Latins and Christmas for the-npited Greeks, the most

Reverend Father Custodian on one hand, and the Greek Patriarch on the other, both leave in the
morning at a corvenient hour, the holy city (Jerusalem) to go to Bethlehém.ancient custom

and the Oriental requirements demand that the Most Reverend Father Custodian , as a true child
of Saint Francis, travels on foot under ordinary circumstances, today mounts aehangl is
accompanied by one or two of his religious is preceded by two CdWakish Janissaires ) and

the interpreter of the Holy Land.

They proceed slowly to the monastery of Saint Elijah, cited above (In the account of the
Christmas ceremonies.) whidhk located midway between the two cities.

It is the meeting pointA messenger announced the approaching of the Superior General of the
Holy Land, and the notables of Bethlehem, led by Reverend Father Pastor, religious of our Order,
comes to meet him ondnseback.
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The Greek Patriarch arrived before the Custodian with a more luxurious and noisier eddisrt.
Beatitude, before making his solemn entrance after the arrival of the Custodian, will stay for a
short time here at Saint Elias under a tent.

Meanwhie the Latin deputation of Bethlehem arrives and the Custodian continues his walk,
escorted, all the way to the square facing the Basilica of Saint Hel€ha.Latins, according to
OEAEO OACOI AGETT Oh AT 160 EAOA Afthe EdipRanyiTheAl OOU
only have that right for the solemnities of ChristmaSonsequently, Father Custodian, always
preceded by the cawas who, with their superb silver canes, beat the pavement in cadence, and
surrounded by a group of religious from ouethlehem convent, enters without any other

ceremony outside the cult, by the little, low door of the Basilica on the left hand side, he passes
through another door equally low and narrow, and finds himself in the ancient cloister of Saint
Jerome.

There hs Most Reverend Paternity is solemnly received by all the other religiotiseof
Community, with all the Ceremonial that accompanies a high dignitary of the Church.
The procession develops in perfect order, in the ancient cloister and goes to our bdautifu
all new parish church, built to replace the old one, dedicated forever to Saint Catherine
and attached to the large Basilica here the first ceremony of the Latins is completed.

Meanwhile there is a great commotion outsidehe great square, said to feaint Helena,

is filled with a large crowdlt is the Greeks who are awaiting their Patriarchie finally arrives,

with his entire escort and guarded by a detachment of Turkish soldiers of the regular army, who
are there to honor him oriental style.

Thepatriarch descends from his superb steed and puts a foot on the grotind.soil is covered
with rich carpeting. The prelate is surrounded by a large number of bishops and Archimandrites
from his jurisdiction.The procession is organized, and with bannésgng. It advances through

the crowd, arrives at the door, which leads into the obscure vestibule, reaches the large doors
that are open wide , and regroups in the immense nave of the grandiose monument of Saint
Helena.

His Beatitude descends into théaBle, the venerated site of the Nativity and that of the holy
Crib, and returns to the rich Greek choir built on top of the holy Grotto, to sit on his throne.

This is thefirst Greek ceremony which continues with much solemnity, will last at least si$i0

During this interval, the Custodian of the Holy Land is in the quiet of the cloister, in the midst
of his Brothers and shares fraternal agapes with them.

At the hour of Vespers, the beautiful parish bells ring and the happy people of Bethlehersgdres
in fine holiday costumes, all gather to start the first solemnities of the Kifigee

Custodian officiates pontificallyAll the parish is present, with the happy but too rare

pilgrims who happen to be in the Holy Land at this time.

The night of theKings, like that of Christmas, Easter and others, is always as Westerners
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would say, a sleepless nigfithe weather is favorabldt is not cold.The evening will be less

painful. The thermometer at noon, was 66 degrees (sisty degrees Fahrenheit.)

Theo I T OEAEAAT 1T £FEAA 1T £ OEA ' OAWMdSLs pretetldld OOA OO ¢/
by Matins.

Around the same time, all the other dissident Rites will start their ceremonies &sdy the
Armenians are an exceptiofrifteen days later, they will &ive the combined solemnity of
Christmas and the Three Mad?.oor Schismatics!

The Copts officiate in the place of the Armenians, in the right arm of the vast transept of the

Basiica4 EAU AT 160 EAOA A Assinge prebido difieides,0 OT 1 Al T E
and nothing separates them from the crowd@he curious surround them from all side&.Cawas

is on dutyto scatter with respect the indiscreet who press to see from a closer vantage point

these truly curious ceremonies which are not usuallgne in the Orientlt is an interminable

OAOEAO 1T £ OAT OET ch AEUAOOARh 1 Al @Gon@ddEtRddtaildAl A A
are intelligible for strangers and sometimes perhaps also for the Copts themsélhes.

unfortunates, why do theyamain obstinate in their ignorance and in their blindness?

'O OEA AAAE 1 &£ OEA 1 Oi ATEAT 06 AEI EO OEAOA EO .
OEA ETT U 'O1 60T h OOAOOEI ¢ &£O0iI i OEA xAll 1&£ OE.
orange tree, the Syrians in their proper Rite and in their tongue also celebrate the Feast of the
Nativity. There are few of them, and leaving, they attract less attention.

The entire grand solemnity is concentrated with the Greek&e will not stop todescribe it.
It will last as long as the night, until daybreak, and for the entire time, a group of assistants
are there standing, following all the ceremonies, with no bench, no seat and no place to lean.

The faithful of the West have difficulty explaimg this length, this excessive time for the
ceremonies in the OrienOne day | assist at a pontifical Mass for the Catholic Copts in one of our
churches in Egyptt lasted the entire morningl counted from fifteen to twenty Epistle$t was

like the preparation to long ceremonies which were to follow.

Another time, during Lent | was in Jerusalem at Calvarize Greek monks who live enclosed

in the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher started their night prayltdasted forty five minutes.

The Monks then reted, to yield the place to a priest or Russian Pope who did his with a group

of pilgrims from his own country) O AET EOEAA OEA Ilih&lQasté five Gourd!l A OAT
These same pilgrims, always standing or making deep prostratipestremelytiring

ceremonieg stayed for matins which lasted two hours and the pontifical mass that ended at

dawn, between four and five hourdut let us return to Bethlehem.

Around dawn, the chanting stopped, and they retit@hristmas in Bethlehem has ended for
them.The Latins are left alone.

Like the solemnities of the Nativity, the latter have the privilege of saying in the holy Crib
at the altar of the Magi Kings, as many masses as there are priests who wish to celebrate.
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On Christmas, we saw that the ldstA OO OOOAIT 1T U ZET EOEAA AOI O1T A A&l
evening.The Schismatic Armenians have been fastargl are waiting for the end of

the Latin ceremonies, to take their turn celebrating at the altar of the Nativifyhis is a

privilege of theregulation. Tonight, the masses will be terminated earlier because of the

ceremony which will followAll the Latin Rite Offices of the day are celebrated in the parish

church.

Every day, our Religious do the procession to the Sanctuaries as we despridadusly.

Today this daily procession takes on a special solemn chara@hbristmas night, the Latin
Patriarch, religious of our Order carries a ravishing little statue of the Infant Jesus in procession
and lays it in the holy Cribl'he image of the dme Child is left there since Christmas night to
receive the homage of the Faithfulhe first adorers were the shepherds, running joyfully from
the field of Boaz, images of poor, pure souls, simple and humble.

The divine Child is now grown and today lgaves audience to the great of the world, the
wise of the Orient, to the Magi Kingdis little statue is no longer the samk#.is a beautiful
Child whom we contemplate standing at the back of the Manger.

When everything is ready, the secular clergy aedulars in choir habits, accompany the Prelate
in pontifical robes toward the august Sanctuaryhey start singing beautiful prayers of the
sacred Liturgy recalling in inimitable accents, the great Mystery of the site itself and what was
accomplished ningeen hundred years agd.he soul of the pilgrim, especially that of the priest,
AGPAOEAT AAOG ) AT 180 ETIT x xElAShapBAtdde Efrigian. If /&
sees the Magi, beaming with joy, they arrive in all the oriental splendtre stable has
disappearedAn immense light floods this Site a thousand times blessed, where heaven came
down to earth.The air echoes the hymn of the Angél$le Magi prostrate themselves and

adore this new Child they recognize as the new King of the Jéwd.ight that will illuminate

the world, the immortal King of all ages who alone is due all honor and all glory, and they
offer Him their rich gifts.

p>>)

Thus is the vision of the Manger the moment the Prelate in turn prostrates himself with all the
assistans, to adore the Savior of the world@hey all riseThe procession continues to the large
cloister of Saint Jerome where it takes on a hew development and it arrives at the main altar
of the parish churchSolemn Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacramiargties the solemnity

of the Epiphany in Bethlehem.

The crowd retreats and the divine Child remains exposed until the day that we will accompany
Him with His divinee T OEAO O1T OEA OAIiPI A T &£ 'T A OEA &AOEA

THE LATIN PARISH OF BETHLEHEM
(Cf. Annales du Tres Saint Rosaire, 1897.June p. 111 and following)

Throughout the solemnities which were just described, the parish of Bethlehem only appeared
in the shadowsWe think the pious readers of the Annales woblel happy to see their
physiognomyThe Religious of the Holy Land, author of the precedaegount will give you

this legitimate satisfaction(This is the parish of Bethlehem as it existed in 1888).
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Frequenting the Sacraments and other practices of piety

One of the best means we use to preserve the faith among the Latins of the Faith which they

received from their ancestors, to help them advance rapidly along the road to Christian

perfection,to open more effectively the way of converting the Schismaticd the

infidels which surround us on every sidéreeks, Armenians, Copts, Syrians, Abyssinians,

Jews and Muslims, is frequenting the Sacrament®1 6 0 OEA x1 OA T &£/ OEA PDOE
EAOAh T O AOAT 60 COAAO - UOOAwECArBtiaksdulsithatihe E OE A A h
Sacrament of Penance, which so frightens our poor Catholics, is a great gift from God, since this
Sacrament reconciles the creature with his Creattirobtains for him the peace and tranquility

of a good conscience and whighproperly understood, is worth more than all the treasures

of the world?

And the adorable Sacrament of the Euchari€h!Can they better understand that our good

Jesus instituted this Sacrament here in theirmidstA AEAT 60 xAT O GEAI O A
distance in our tabernacles, but that they would approach Him and receive Him frequently in

their hearts! They would continue to rejoice of the benefits a good conscience always brings to a
Christian soulNourished by the divine sustenance they possessresistible strength to combat

all the difficulties in life!

The Holy Spirit spoke clearly to us at the Council of Trent when he said to the entire wondd O

Lord Jesus Christ before leaving the earth to return to God His Father instituted the

Sacrament in which He spreads all the riches of His divine love for mankind; he made it the

summary of all His wonderdle wants that all men receive Him like a spiritual food for their

souls, which feeds them, fortifies them, and makes them live the profeeofithe One who said

O7ET AAOO OEEO " OA Af#he EueHarist id tHe @nhidote, the peddénmthed 1 E £A
against mortal faults and makes the imperfections of every day disappear, erases venidl $ns.

the divine gage of our future gloryrad our eternal felicity.

While waiting for the ineffable joy, on earth the Eucharist remains the symbol of the union of

our admirable society of which Jesus Christ is the chief and we are all mentb@ited to this

adorable Chief by the triple and indssluble links of Faith, Hope and Charity so that we would be

ofone heartandonesoub EAOA x1T O1 A T AOAO AA AEOOAT OEI T h Al

So our dear Bethlehem people, and | thank the Father of Light who puts this clarity in their souls.
TheGod of all consolation encourages them, the good people of Bethlehem understand great
things. Almost unanimously the men approach the Communion table at every great feast of the
Church without counting the ones who receive communion more frequedtsy/fa the women

who are free, they all come regularly to communion every fifteen d#ythey miss, they never
exceed four week®Ve understand very quickly, with such a population, how the law of God is
observed and how the parish functions.

As for holy mas, they are not content to attend only on Sund@iiey attend together for all the
old Feasts which are not an obligation and a large number have the pleasure of attending daily.
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The last Rites:

One of the most deplorable signs of the decline of théhFamong a people, is neglecting to call
the priest for the sick in danger of deat®h, how many Christians die without sacraments and
present themselves before the formidable tribunal of the Sovereign Judge with their souls soiled
with crimes!Here, sucta danger is unknownFor all, without distinction, or age, or condition, at
the first sign of iliness, they call the prieshe presence of the priest is a certain consolation for
the sick person and the famil{dis prayers give him great confidencéhePastor should always

visit the sick, the great Ritual in hand, so as to perform over them, following the circumstances,
the beautiful liturgical prayers of our Holy Mother the Church!

When an illness takes on a more serious tone, they themselves askttoapnfession and

receive the Holy Viaticum with ExtremEnction (Sacrament of the SickAnd it is the custom

to bring them Communion and Viaticum several times during the same illness if it is prolonged.

We see priests from the United States and ottliestant countries come here to the Holy Land

wearing civilian clothes/ OO / OEAT OAl # AOET | EndyQundérbtand €venOT AAOO
less that not only in mixed countries where the Catholics live among heretics, but even in the

great cities of Europevhere all are catholic, we bring God to the sick in hiding, without light

and without accompanimentHere we carry the Most Holy Sacrament publicly, despite the

presence of schismatics, unbelievers, Jews and Muglimsf 8 O OEAO AT 1 OCE O 1
Caholics blush with shame who, abusing their authority, deny God of showing Himself publicly

when visiting His sick childrenlOne of the things that struck us the most and filled us with

consolation was that here in Canada, seeing good catholic peoplellorethe ground in front of

their homes or along theublic roads or if they are in vehicles , stop and kneel even in the mud to
adore Jesus Christ their divine Master as He passes, carried by the priest, to bring

the viaticum to their dear dying{Copyistd O 1 Thabwag written in 1897.0h, our dear

Father would no longer find this holy practice, even in Canada!)

Here the priest is absolutely the man of God for these good peltjpéehe who presides,
S0 to speak, over all the principal actions, eveaterial ones.For example, it is always the
priest who lays the first stone when we bless a new house.

Joyful peopleCan this conserve this simple conduct and filial respect toward the one who is
really and directly the representative of God for Him oarth!

As for their daily work, it is always sanctified by prayétrrenders their work easier, singing
together hymns and songs, and preferably the evangelical hymns, the Magnificat and the
BenedictusEverybody singsThe father sings, the mothesings, and the children who work
along with them singTheir hymn is a prayer, a divine prayer, and they are happlyis pious
practice fosters recollection and a spirit of piety at the heart of the family.

To this extent, persons especially come togetimegroups by sexthe young girls consider

it a title of honor to be called Children of Mar¥heir principal center of reunion is the toucing
Sanctuary of the Milk Grottdt is also there that the married women gatherhey all belong

to the Congregatio of the Immaculate ConceptioMothers of families especially group under
the archconfraternity of Saint Agnes outside the walls of Roifteey meet regularly every
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Sunday.The young girls in the morningThe married women in the afternooi.hey all recite
with a great devotion, the Office of the Blessed Virgin.

The people of Bethlehem celebrate with enthusiasm the month of Mary and the month of the
Dead.The men who work at very hard tasks, such as carvers of stone, and they are numerous
in Bethlehem, tak their turn in the evening, exhausted, they never fail to attend the Parish
ceremonies.

They are especially eager for the word of God, and they would dearly love for their pastor to
come and give them a homily, even if only two or three times duringytsar, at these evening
reunions.

Fast and Abstinence

In Judea, our Religious have the habit of fasting for the fifteen days preceding the Feast of the
AssumptionThe Catholics unite themselves to us to accomplish this act of pendinose

who have vey heavy workfast and do abstinence like everyone el§bey see that as a duty

of conscience and they accuse themselves of it to their confessor if they fail toldéheytalso

fast during the holy season of Advent, and they anticipate LEot. Adventthey begin on
November 29 on the feast of Saint Catherine, Patroness of the parish, so as to end on the holy
day of Christmas.

As for the Lent of the Church, His Excellency Monsignor Patriarch has the custom of granting
dispensations for those who witiot be able to fastThe parish consists of four thousand souls.
There are hardly ten or twelve people who use this dispensation, and still it is only for two or
three days of the weekVith the elderly, mothers who are nursing, and the really ill, theska

has to rigorously command them in the name of obedience, to make them accept to take fat.
he most pious only eat food cooked in water with a pinch of salt.

These holy practices of penance and Christian mortification which are traditional in the Qyien
are at the forefront of condemnation at the Tribunal of Gdthe great majority of Christians

in the Orientwho aspire under the guise of pretexts, often in open contradiction with the

holy Gospel to put aside all fast and all abstinence andcatiboral mortification. What terrible
but what irreparable deception awaits them at the time of death when Our Lord Jesus Christ
will repeat for one last time and their eternal confusion, that Paradise is not for the soft and
OAT OOAT O1 Ol Otb subntit ko ary Briddtidn©on gakthi! O

Births

The great souvenir of the Crib remains vivid in the spirit and hearts of good Catholics in
BethlehemThe Divine Child in the Manger, sleeping on a bit of straw, especially impresses
compassionate soul3heydesire that their children have a certain resemblance to the Son of
Mary when they come into the worldhat is why at the birth, a newborn, after baptism, is
wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid on straw in a sort of wooden cradle where he remains
for eight days, in memory of the eight days Jesus spent laying in the real Crib.
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Not content with this first act of faith and maternal piety, certain mothers consecrate their
children to the Most Holy Virgin Mary, who with Jesus, form a special object of tesiotion.
Others offer them to Saint John the Baptist, to Saint Elijah, to Saint George, or to the great
Franciscan miracle worker, Saint Anthony of Paduél the Orientals have a great devotion

to the martyr Saint George and to the prophet Saint Elij@ur Bethlehem people share that
devotion with them, and they add that of Saint Anthony as well as the Holy Forerunner of the
Messiah.

Marriages

When a father wants his son to marry, he goes to the home of the fiancé, accompanied by

his friends, and grets the father of the young lady with this formul@7 A AT 1T A O AOE
OPAAEAIT Améfatier df the yaluhgdadyBwho understands the sense of this

request, answers with a simple wor@ 3 B A¥hé&l4ttér generally accepts the proposition.

This frst formality completed, the two fathers and their friends go to the Parish priest with
the young man and young ladfhe priest asks the latter if they give their mutual
consentlf their response is affirmative, the Pastor completes the form in writingich

the father and both parties signThis new formality completed, the young man presents

a handkerchief to the priest which has wrapped inside it a meddjiddi (a little less than a
dollar) together with the wedding ringThe pastor blesses with holy wat, the handkerchief
with its contents, with holy water and gives it to the father of the fiangéis is the sign that
a future marriage is agreed upon by both parties.

They leave the church to go to the home of the young lady who must absolutely betabgen
entering, they offer the father of the young man a flask of liquor, with some fruit from the area,
and together they have a small family medlhis meal will be renewed upon each solemn feast of
the Church, until the day of the wedding celebratigkt all subsequent meals, they add to the
liquor and the fruit a large piece of lamb which they roast, which they eat immediately before
they depart.Ordinarily at one of these reunions, at least at the last one, a pair of slippers and a
scarf are offeredor the fiancé.To be absent from one of these reunions is regarded as a certain
signal that the absent party wishes to breach the contract.

As the marriage approaches, the father of the young man goes to the home of the father of the
young lady, and wit the same abovenentioned ceremony, he offers him a dowry containing
money.In face of the grave inconvenience, the temptation to offer too much money on this
occasion, our Fathers limited the sum to fifteen Napoleons (around sixty doll&vh our

citizens who are well off, the dowry is taken with a great air of indifference and is tossed aside,
without being concerned with the contents.

This act is regarded by the neighbors as an indication of a great generogitis money will be
is generous, he will ultimately give them later to the young britfenot, only one part if he is
poor, on the occasion of his first visit to them after the marriadéisrestitution is made at a
general reunion of all the friends of the familyhe money is counted in their presence and the
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father of the newly married also adds something if he is in a position to do so, and if he wishes to
give an indication of his generdsy.

When the father of the fiancé has received all the testimonies which satisfy him, with the father
of the young man he goes to the Pastor to request the publication of the bans.

In the West, a great cause of sadness in the heart of a priest isdhble profanation that
certain Christians make of the Sacrament of Marriage, the Sacrament that Saint Paul called
great in Christ and in the Churcfhey receive it without preparation, the soul soiled by crime,
without any regard that marriage is a sa@ment of the living and it must be received in the
state of grace.

This conduct is not known to the people of Bethlehé&ncustomed from their youth to listening

to the voice of the priest, grown up they obey the voice of the priéstholics by baptisnand by
their unshakable attachment to the Roman Church, by their conduct they want to be worthy of
so noble an originTo attract the benedictions of heaven on their union, they prepare themselves
seriously by the reception of the sacraments of Penancetaedcucharist, leaving aside vain and
culpable frivolities which occupy worldly souls on this occasion.

The eve of their marriage, they make an examination of conscience and confess withAdsdy.
being in grace with God, they will receive Holy Comnmmon the day of their marriageThat is
at the nuptial Mass according to the wishes of the Church they will receive God in their hearts!

| believe here we have a particularity, unknown anywhere else and there is nothing contrary to

the law of GodThe dhy of the wedding, early in the morning, generally around the time of the

I OA - AOEA j!'1CAIl 66q PAOOITO T &£# GEA OAI A OAoh
OET OA 1T &£ OEA Z£ZEAT AA8O EAT EI U AT A OEmdhUrhebeAAT | DA
the young lady is placed in an isolated, solitary area where she will stay recollected in silence

until it is time for massThe mass terminated, the newly married couple retire, accompanied by

their friends and relatives.

But the new bride mst enter the church again until noorGenerally a group of young girls keep
her companyln the meantime, the new groom goes from house to house inviting his parents and
friends to the feast.

Around noon, the men and women, always in separate groupsodbe church.The women

enter alone, the men wait outsidé few minutes later, the women return, bringing the bride who
is received with shouts of joy by those waiting outside. Formerly, the common practice was to
place the bride on a fine horse, richityidled and lead her to her home surrounded by the
women, her friends while the men walked ahead in a military style brandishing their spears.
Formerly our Fathers, judging the practice of keeping the bride at the church to take her later
in this manner wa not in harmony with Christian modesty, and they abolished this practice.
Today, the bride still stays at the church, but she goes to her home on foot.

Along the way, a delegation of her friends offer her a handkerchief containing some Turkish
dollars. Arriving at the home of her husband, the young bride retires for the rest of the day in her
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private apartments.She remains there in the company of the women, her face turned facing the
wall until nightfall. During this time, they secretly bring her someadd.Only the men partake in
the wedding feastAt night, they all withdraw.

4EA TA@O AAUh OEA 1T OEAO AT OPI AOh 1T AT AT A xIT 1A
handkerchief with the dollars, go to the home of the newly married couple and btimegn gifts,

openly and they are counte@or the rest of the people of the city, those who wish to extend their
congratulations to the young couple, visit them bringing with them, as a mark of friendship, a

handful of green coffee gain$he coffee is turad over to a servant of the household who

roasts it, grinds it, boils it and serves it to those who offered it as a gift.

As for the collection of money offered in the different handkerchiefs, they are given in exchange
for the gold Venetian sequinSomepieces of money, struck in antique coins will be added and
the young bride will henceforth wear all this metal strung together in the form of a garland on
her forehead until her death.

Such are the ceremonies and customs which precede, accompany aowa folmarriage among
our Latin Parishioners in Bethlehenwe see among these practices some are curious and are
oddly original but nothing, let the reader observe welthere is nothing that is not in harmony
with the most rigorous Christian moralityTothe contrary, these practices show a great respect
that the people have toward women, because these practices were all established, calculated to
put protect her from frivolity and worldlinessHence, this pious woman, surrounded by so much
solicitude fran her friends and family from the beginning of her housekeeping, this young
woman become mother of a family, will raise her children in the fear of the Lbuai.their
instruction, she will entrust her little girls to our good Religious of Saint Joseph, tae little

boys will attend the school directed by our Fathers. These little children will attend Mass every
day and they will be docile and listen to the instructions for Christian morality.

The mother, for her part, will not think of wasting her timen vain occupations and dangerous
frivolity, but like the strong woman in Scripture, she will not let her lamp go out in the night.

Long before dawn, you will hear the noise of the old grindstone which beats the grain, reducing it
to flour. Bread and olivs, prepared by her untiring work is placed on her modest table, inviting

by their freshness the father of the family to take his frugal meal with joy before starting his
difficult daily work which is about to begin.

) 01 60 OEAOh DPET Gy ofdhk Alddhys bf pariarchll @phally aBdioEnhich

we are jealous to preserve among our Latin populations of the Oribtay the Lord continue to
bless them and especially our Parishioners of Bethlehem, so they will always preserve their firm,
naive faith, their simple and austere ways, with an active intelligence which characterizes and
honors them!
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