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:JoreworJ J 

Good Father Frederic ]anssoone, O.F.M., (1838-
1916), was one of the most lavable and remarkable 
Franciscans of modern times . Born in France, he served 
twelve years in Palestine before coming to Canada, 
where he tuas Commissary of the Holy Land from 1888 
nntil his death in 1916. His popularity as a preacher 
and organizer of pilgrimages, as an editor and writer, 
as co-founder of the Shrine of Our Lady of the Cape, 
and above all as a perfect son of St . Francis - humble, 
poor, compassionate, and joyful - is perhaps without 
parallel in the history of the Church in N orth A merica. 
Like his close friend Brother André, he is a great and 
beloved national hero to the good Catholic people of 
French Canada. 

While his Cause of Beatification was progressing 
through the Diocesan and Apostolic (Roman} Processes, 
his frienrls in Three R ivers built around his tomb, large
ly by volunteer labor, a. Crypt-Museum in which numer-

. ous interesting relies and exhibits vividly reca,ll his 
holy and beautifullife in France, Palestine, and Çanada. 

We derlicate this guidebook of the Crypt-Museùm 
to our kind benefactors, old and new. The')' are some
what like grace : without them we can do nothing ; with 
them we can do all things. 





THt: CRYPT MU5fUM 

" Father FredEric led souls to Christ 
Jems by the Blessed Virg;n ; thi; 
morning we ce!ebrate the Feas! of the 
Virgin; cur presen:e beside the Iomb 
ol her faith!ul servant this a lternoon 
serves as a living p:>stu 'atory letter for 
a ca use thal is dear to the whole 
country . " 

Cardinal VillenEuve, in Almanach 
de S'ain! François, 1939, p. 32. 
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Guide to the Crypt-Museunz 

- 1 -

In the entrcrnce there are Iwo frames : one conto:ins a life-si!e 
painting of Father Frede ric b y E. E. Monty ol Mon:reaL and the ether 
contains the official document signed by Hi3 Holiness Pius XII authorizing 
the institution of the Apos!oli~ Prccess in the Cau~e of Eeati!ication of 
the Servant o1 G;d. 

In fron t of you a smal! ircn railing surrcunds a replica of the 
wooden house which was the Commissariat of the Holy Land in Canada 
built by Fathe·r Frederi= in 1888 en a lot given him by Bishop of Three 
Rivers. The building measured 42 by 31 fee! and was connected with 
the s idewalk by an enclo~ed corrid:>r. The wcdls still exist in the wing 
of the preEent monastery next to the parish church. 



- 3 -

Next is the white and gold 
altar on which Father Frederic 
celebrated Holy Mass in this 
monastery for twenty-eight years. 
Notice also the liturgical vest
ments, the old missals, and the 
crucifi x of mother-cf-pe a rl. The 
marvelous efficacity of the pray
ers which the humb)e priest said 
at this altar, olten at night, is 
know n only to Gcd. 

- 2 -

Keeping to the righi and fol
lowing the numbers, you come 
to a rep!ica of F ath er Frederic' s 
monastic cell with ali ils !ur
niture. First his bed : th ree 
planks, Iwo supports, hal! a log 
as pil!ow, and sorne mended 
blankets. Then his working table 
and its old charr, and the little 
steve. Toc much comfort? On 
the wall, his summer cloak, his 
!unie, his scarf ; on the !Iocr his 
luggage. Before his sickness in 
1888. the austere Friar look his 
few hours' rest each night lying 
on the fla or. F ath er Desilets, the 
pastor of Cap de la Madeleine, 
urged him nol to do so. Who 
among us would biarne the prud
ence of the one or the fervor ol 
the ether? 



- 4 -
Mr. Leo Arbour, an artist of the St. Maurice region, made these 

cases and their sculptured figures representing seme of the outstanding 
scenes of the !ife of the famous Franciscan. They serve as exhibits at 
various religious congresses. Above, from left to righi : the Miracle of 
the Eyes at the Cape, Father Frederic caught on an ice-floe on the river, 
the healing of a farmer's broken arm at the Cape, and the Calvary at 
St. Elie de Caxton : below : giving a sermon before the Holy Sepulcher 
in Jerusalem, working at night in his cell, visiting a sick persan, and a 
house-to-house begging tour. 

- 5 -
Next various illustrations : photographs of the first Vice Postulator, 

the late Rev. Mathieu-Marie Daunais, O.F.M.; a chart of Franciscan 
Saints, etc. Then a series of water-co).or paintings by an artist of Milan, 
Italy, showing scenes of the childhood of Frederic Cornil Janssoone : in 
the cradle, first prayers, the father's blessing, the whole family listening 
to a book on the lives of the saints, young Frederic's first unprepared 
sermon in the fields, at school. and the beginnings of his religious 
vocation. 

The rep!ica of the Holy SepulcheT sup
ports a remarkable relie. Father Frede
ric celebrated Holy Mass about eighty 
times on this board made from cedar of 
Lebanon which was used for the daily 
Masses at the Tomb of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ in Jerusalem for 62 years . It was 
Father Frede·ric himself who placed it 
the re. Y ou may venerate a parti cie of 
the rock of the Holy Sepulcher in the 
small reliquary. 



" - \) -
Eehlnd the high iron railing you see the crosses of the cemetery of 

this Franciscan monastery. Under those crosses the Friars who died in 
Three Hivers sleep their las! sleep. 

On our righi is a wooden sta tue of Father Augustin. the close friend 
and companbn of Father Frederic. He loo d ied in the ode r of sanctity. 
not long ailer Fa ther Frederic 's death. His body is buried seven feet 
underground in the center of the cemetery, among his brethren. In the 
Chtzpe l of SI. Anthony above the Cryp'l. a commemorative table! recalls 
his g reat kindness which made him dear to us and which made us cal! 

h1m " the Father of good deeds. " 

The remains ol Father Frede:ic, 
since his death in August, 1916. 
re31 in th e upper part of the stone 
Iomb in the center of th e Crypt. A 
Iomb-stone was p 1.aced on top of 
the vault in the main aisle of the 
Fra nciscan Chap e! above. On 
January 13, 1948. durin ;J the official 
verification of the rema ins of Father 
Frede:ic. we brcke open !h is side of 
the Iomb. Here is in briel what 
we found : co ff in in tact. clothing 
reducsd to dust excep t for the sto!e . 
the body mummified . thal b. lurned 



b r:>wn, rigid, enlire, completely covered w ith skin apar! from a scar on a 
leg which was slill p urulent. Vve de!losited the morta! remains of the 
Servant of Gcd, clothed in a new habit. in Iwo new coffins made 
re3pectively of copp er and w ood. It is only at the lime of the Beatification, 
if the Church sc decides. thal we may exhibit the relie in a reliquary for 
the vene"ation of the faithfu!. 

~ 7 -
New we turn !o the rows of small w ooden ca ses , sixty-four in ali in 

w hich. as in a Christmas crib or doll-house. charmingly simple li ttle 
statues a nd backgrounds illustrate imp ortant scen e s in the long !ife of 
Fa !her Frederic. who was born in the northern tip of France in 1838, ser
ved as a miss ionary in the Holy Land for nearly tw elve years, and spen! 
the las! twenty-eigh t years of his life in Canada. where he collaborated 
in the foundation of the Shrine of Our Lady of the Cape. Notice among 



other scenes the y oung Fre d e ric praying 
like a hermit his first sermon as a boy, 
receiving the Franciscan habit, his au· 
dience with Pope Leo XIII, guiding p iJ. 
g rims in the Ho!y Land, the Miracle of 
the Eyes a t the Cape , a n inte rview with 
Brother André a t St. Joseph's Oratory 
in Montreal. the marvelous multiplica 
tion of lard d urin g a p icnic a nd finally 
his la s! mome nts when he was disturbed 
b y a mysterious d og and comforted by 
the kindly Father Augustin . 

Along the w all the series of w a ter
color painlings continues with other 
scenes of h is !ile, loo numerous to list in detail. 

- 8 -
Th is d isplay of Father Frederic's relies demonstrates how full his Jife 

was. His books and pamphlets, his manuscripts with their strikingly 
minute yet legible handw riting are proofs of his extraordinary energy and 

activity which resulted .in countless 
sermons las ting for h ou rs at a lime and 
in mo·re thon !orly published works and 
innumerab!e. monihly articles in Iwo 
magazines . His calice , rosa ry. peniten· 
liai chain, and cruciiixes rem[nd us of 
the hours he spent in p royer before the 
Blessed Sacrament and of his super
human penances . such as sleeping only 
Iwo or three heu rs , lasting continua'ly. 
remarkable abstinence, scourgings tc the 
blood, etc. 

Notice especially his reliquary of the 
Holy Land whi~h contains fragments of 
the Column of the Flagellation, of the 
Rock of the Crib, of Calvary and the 
Hoiy Sepulcher, and finally , in the cen
ter, of the True Cross. 



- 9 -

Between the flag of the Holy Land and the banner of Our Lady of the 

Cape lies the coffin which contained Father Frederic's remains during 

thirty-two years, lt is made of unvarnished pine wood, The stole which 

you see was worn by the Father when his body lay in state ; the other, 

which was found intact in January . 1948, has been p 1aced in sale 

keeping with the dust of the habit. Father Frederic used to advise his 

listeners : "Remember your last end, and you will not sin again." 
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At the end of the Crypt . near the little souvenir-shop, is a mode! of 

the Shrine of Our Lady of the Cape as il was when Father Frederic was 
making il lamous (1888-1902). Notice particularly the Old Shrine, the 
rectory w hich was removed long ago, and the \Vay of the Cross which 
the Holy Land missionary laid out similar to the original Sorrowful Way 
in Jerusalem, and of which the·re remains today only the rebuilt Holy 
Sepu1cher. With the parish priests, Fathers Desilets and Duguay, Father 
Frederic lounded the Shrine of the Cape as a center lor pilgrimages, 
erected the Stations of the Cross, and published the " Annals of Our Lady 
of the- Cape". 

Yeu are now lree to pray belore the Tomb of Good Father Frederic. 
The painlings on ils sides illustrate well-known scenes of the Holy Land, 
such as Mount Tabor, the Sea of Galilee, the Garden of Gethsemani; the 
symbolic picture on the Iront of the Tomb represents the future of the 
Shrine of Our Lady of the Cape as Mary's apostle may have loreseen il. 

The inscriptions are painted in the colors of France and of the Fran
ciscan Order and decorated wilh priestly and Marian symbols. 

You may also w ish to study sorne of the interesting old photographs 
of Father Frederic and persons associated with him. 

By acquiring sorne souvenirs , such as medals, prayer-1eallets, and 
booklets, you will be collaborating in the maintenance of this Crypt
Museum and in the progress of the Cause of Beatification of Good Father 
Frederic , which is dear to ali lriends of Canada, of Our Lady, and of 
SI. Francis of Assisi. 
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THE GLORIOUS TREE OF THE FRANCISCAN ORDER 

" A tree is known by its fr ui t. " 

The great Franciscan family was fo unded to produce 
saints. Jt has fulfilled its vocation, as can be proved by a 
symbolic picture of the Order as a tree. The tree of the 
Franciscan Order bas branches overflowing with fruit. 

Wh y? 

Because this ever-fiowering tree extends its roots into the 
ver y heart of the Gospel. Because it is centered on Christ 
Crucifi ed. 

Th at is its secret. 

• 

The three Orders of St. Francis include 373 Saints or 
Blessed : 

Saints Blesse cl P ending Causes 
First Order . 55 129 111 
Second Order . 5 22 25 
Third Order 57 105 19 

117 256 155 

To these Saints or Blessed of the three Orders should be 
added 6 Cordbearers (children ) of whom 5 are Saints and 1 
Blessed. 
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GOOD FATHER FREDERIC 

LITERA TURE 

A .- . ln French : 

l.- BY FATHER FREDERIC 

France-Palestine-Canada 
Mon premier voyage au Canada 
Le mois du T. S. Rosaire 
Saint Francois d'Assise 
Saint Antoine de Padoue 

2.- ABOUT FATHER FREDERIC 
Le Père Frédéric et Bethléem 
Voici le Bon Père Frédéric 
L'apostolat du Père Frédéric 
Le Père Frédéric et le Cap-de-la-Madeleine 
La Terre Sainte et le Père Frédéric 
Nouvelle vie illustrée 

3.-TO BE PUBLISHED : 
A popular biography 
A scholarly biography 

B.- ln English : 

" Good Father Frederick " J anssoone, O.F.M. 
This Is Good Father Frederic 
New Illustrated Life 

Alms to help defr<"y the expenses of the preliminary processes of 

the Cause of Beatification of Good Father Frederic will be accepted with 

gratitude. 



Principal Dates 

1.- Life of Father Frederic ]anssoone, O.F.M. 

Birth: November 19. 1838 
Baptism : November 24. 1838 
First Communion: 1851 
Entered High School: 1852 
Vested in Franciscan Habit: June 26. 1864 
Solemn Vows: December 26. 1868 
Subdeacon: May 22. 1869 
Deacon: November 7. 1869 
Priest : August 17. 1870 
Military Chaplain : 1870 
Assistant Novice-Maste·r: 1871 
Superior of the Monastery in Bordeaux : 1873 
Departure for the Holy Land: May 9. 1876 
First trip to Canada: May. 1881 ·May. 1882 
Definitive Return to Canada: June 13. 1888 
Marvel of the Eyes at the Cape : June 22. 1888 
Foundation of the Commissariat of the Holy Land: Fall. 1888 
Foundation of the Annois of Our Lady of the Cape : 1891 
Erection of the Stations of the Cross al the Cape: 1896 
Crowning of Our Lady of the Cape: October 12. 1904 
Death : August 4. 1916 

2 .- His Cause of Beatification 

Diocesan Process : 

1927-1929 in Three RiveTs 
1930 in France and Palestine 

Collecting of the Writings: 1929 
Process in Rome: 1930-1937 

Non-Cult Process in Three Rivers: 1931 
Opening of the Process in Rome : 1939 
Dispensation: 1941 

Postulatory Letters: 1931 

Dispensation of the Process of General Fame of Sanctily: 1941 

Apostolic Process Concerning Virtues: 
1946-1948 in Three Rivers 
1949 in France and .Palestine 

Opening of the Tomb : January 13, 1948 
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INIOVIEINIA 

of 

IP>~AYIE~~ 

for the 

BEA TIF/CATION 

of 

GOOD FA THER FREDERIC 
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Why and How 

A nwnber of devant persans have for some time requested 
a novena of private prayers for the glorification of Cood Father 
Frederic. To narrate his life is not everything. W e must also 
address prayers to Cod through his intercession. For that 
purpose, the text of a novena may be helpful. 

However , the laws of the Church contain some entirely 
legitùnate restrictions in this matter. Therefore the faithful 
shou1d direct their prayers to Almighty Cod and not to Father 
Frederic, who has as yet no right to public cult, nor to the 
Blessed Virgin and the Saints, because if they should obtain the 
l'equested favor, to whom coulrl they without the slightest un· 
certainty attribute it - to the one whom they had addressed or 
to the one whose intercession they had invoked ? 

Y ou are kindly urged to bring all favars received to the 
attention of the Father Vice·Postulator , 890, St. Maurice St., 
Trois·Rivières, P .Q. , Canada (telephone 6256). The latter here
with expresses his complete submission to the decrees of Pope 
Urban VIII and to the mlcs of the Church. May all things 
work for the glory of Cod and for the glorification of Father 

Frederic! 
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NOVENA OF PRA YERS 
for the Beatification 

of Good Father Frederic 

- 1 -

0 our Father in Heaven, Good Father Frederic 
fulfilled Y our Will by following in the footsteps of Y our 
Son and of the Seraphic St. Francis ; give us this day 
for his eventrLal Beatification the f avor which we ask of 
Y ou through the intercession of this other son, Frederic, 
whom Y on chose and who loved Y ou, and deign to in
spire in us still more the spirit of being yow· adopted 
children. A men. 

- Il -

0 Jill ost H oly Redeemer tu ho sent Good F ather 
Frederic to re-institute the public ceremony of the W ay 
of the Cross in !erusalem on Good Friday, and to erect 
the Stations of the Cross at the Cap de la Madeleine, at 
the Pointe aux Trembles, and at St . Elie de Caxton, with 
the grace which we implore through the powerfrd inter
cession of this friend of the Cross, send us Y our help 
that we may fulfill in our lives what is lacking in Y our 
Passion. Amen. 

- Ill -

0 Holy Spirit, Author of the Seven Gifts, to hasten 
the Beatification of F ath er Frederic, who wrote and 
spoke so well of Y ou, grant us through him the favor for 
which we pray today and fill us ever more with Y our 
holy inspiration. Amen. 
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-IV 

0 Good Shepherd, who chose Father Frederic to 
spread devotion to the H oly Eucharist by the practice of 
frequent Communion, uy house-to-house begging for 
churches, and by his apostolate for the Catholic press, 
hear the prayer t.hat this fervent devotee of Y our adora
ble Sacrament of the A ltar adrlresses to Y ou for us, and 
nnite us more intirnately to Y our Sacred Heart. A men. 

- v -
0 Divine Son of Mary, Y ou gave us a matchless 

iVlother. ln his childhood Gond Father Frederic honored 
Her as Our Lady of Mount Carmel ; in the Franciscan 
Orcler he professed her lmmaculate Conception ; at the 
Cap de la Madeleine he popularized the recitation of her 
Rosary . ln the name of this Herald of the Blessed 
V ir gin, grant ns bath the grace which we desire and a 
more loving devotion to Mary . A men. 

- VI -

0 ] esns, Son of Cod, -who confided the care of Y our 
Church to St . Joseph, whose humble and sublime life 
F ather Freder ic narrated , who se Or at ory he encouraged 
in its early years , and whose cult in Canada he foresaw, 
grant the pra)rer which we present to Y ou through this 
other servant of Your Foster-Father. A men. 

- VII -

0 Lord, remember that Good Father Frederic 
spread the popularity of S t . A nne de Beaupré and of 
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St. A nthony of Padua by preaching, writing, and organiz
ing pi/grimages ; hear the prayers which we send to 
y ou with the help of this friend of Y our holy grand
mother and of the Saint of the whole world . Amen. 

- VIII -

0 Sovereign Madel of Holiness whom Father 
Frederic sought and whom he preached to the faithful 
by the imitation of St . Francis of A ssisi, infuse in us the 
apostolic spirit which inspiree! the Patron of Catholic 
Action and fulfi ll the desire which we express to you, 
through the prayers of his fervent dis ciple. Amen. 

- IX -
0 Cod, we thank . Y ou for having endowed Good 

F ather Frederic with the special grace of attracting 
childr.en and consoling the afflicted, of healing the sick 
and preparing the dy ing for death, and we thank Y ou 
in advance for the favor which we shall obtain, through 
his prayers, for Y our glory , fo r his glorification, and 
fo r our greater good. A men. 

- IMPORTANT NOTE -

ln arder to facilitate the proof of a miracle, when 
praying ta Gad through the intercession of Good Father 
Frederic you are requested to invoke him only, for 
otherwise it would not be poss ible ta know ta whom it 
should be attr ibuted . 

Those who obtain favars are asked to notify, as 
saon as poss ible, the R everend Father V ice-Postulator, 
890 St. Maurice St. , Trois-R ivières, P .Q., Canada. ln 
case a cure occurs, do not fa il ta consult your physician 
immediately. 



SELECTED LETTERS 

1- to hÎs fanzHy 

2- on hÎs IÎ{e În the Ho/y Land 

3- for the Recollect FrancÎscan 
Monastery În Three RÎvers 
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To his fanzily 

Amiens, July 3, 1865 

My dear brother and my dear sister, 

I was able to send you news of myself through Henri ; 
now I have the satisfaction of briefly writing to you directly. 

After endless struggles and hesitations, I have reached the 
threshold of bidding a permanent farewell to the world, to its 
riches, to its pleasures, to its honors, by entering into a sacred 
contact with indissoluble bonds : in a word, by pronouncing the 
simple y et perpetuai V ows, I am going to become a humble 
child of St. Francis of Assisi , that extraordinary man whom 
Cod called at the end of the twelfth century to condemn the 
scandais of the world by the ardent fire of his preaching and 
to revive fa ith in hearts by the sanctity of his life. At the end 
of ten years, he was able to assemble in a chapter-meeting as 
many as five thousand fr iars who had taken· up his way of life, 
and in less than a century the voice of the Friars Minor re
echoed in the four corners of the world. The Saint wished his 
brothers, like the Apostles, to have only one robe and to own 
absolu tely nothing in this world, in order to follow as closely 
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as possible Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was born in a stable, 
who always lived in poverty, and who died on the Cross in 
complete destitution, in the most utter abandonment. Francis 
founded three Orders : the First was calied the Order of Friars 
Minor, the Second th at of the Poor Clares, and the Third that of 
Penarice or Third Order for men and women who lived as 
religious in the world. After a life filied with miracles, the 
Saint peacefully feil asleep in the Lord at the age of forty-five. 
These three Orders have given the Church an almost countless 
number of saints of both sexes from ali social classes and econo
mie circumstances, and toda,y the children of the Patriarch of 
Assisi are still spread ali over the world, praying, preaching, 
converting and harvesting souls for Jesus Christ. 

That is the holy organization, my dear brother . and my 
dear sister , which I am to have the happiness of joining. No 
doubt we shall have privations, sufferings, and humiliations ; 
but after the one-day sp;m of this sorry life we shall also have 
the reward promised by the Savior to aU who have left every
thing in order to foUow Him. 

It is clear that aU of us cannot take up the religious life ; 
but what I will desire and what is a blessing for parents is that 
each large family should have at least one of its members in a 
religious Order. Consider the plans of Providence : before 
our mother's death (her lovely soul is in Heaven - that we 
cannot doubt ), not one of us thought of life in the service of 

· the Church or of an Order, and then suddenly and almost 
simultaneously aU three of us, Pierre, Henri, and myself, came 
to the same decision : is that not striking ? Ah, my dear 
Victoire, how happy I would be to hear that one of my nieces 
wishes to go and j oin her aunt in Arras ; ah, ah, what a 
privilege that would be for her, and how you would ali be 
able to rejoice ! I do notknow why I say that, but it seems to 
me that it might come to pass. I will pray for that intention 
so that the holy Will of Cod may be clone ; so that you who 
are our eiders may not be deprived of the consolation of seeing 
one or several of your children consecrate themselves to the 
service of the Good Master. 
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I helieve that I will not satisfy your wishes if I do not tell 
y ou a little about our way of life. W ell, from half past three 
in the morning until eight o'clock in the evening, we pray, we 
praise the Lord, we meditate on the great truths of salvation, 
and we do it with calm, peace, and great interi01· consolation . . . 
The observance of our holy rules is to us a guarantee of ever · 
lasting happiness : that is the only goocl to which we aspire, 
since it is the only true and lasting good. 

F arewell, my dear hrother and my dear sister , let us hope 
that whatever may he the circumstances in which the good 
God shali have placed us, we may ali meet together in His 
heautiful Par ad ise - for ali eternity. What a j oy th at will 
he ! ... 

Kiss ail your chilclren tenderly for me, and helieve me, for 
life, y our very affectionate hrother in Jesus, Mary, Joseph, 
Francis, 

Frère Frédéric. 

Editor's Note :- This letter was written to Jean-Baptiste 
and Victoire. The r eader will have noticed the deeply felt 
reference to the mother, whose name was Isabelle Boliengier. 
The aunt in Arras, their sister Annette, had hecome a nursing 
Sister. Pierre entered the Foreign Missionary Society of Paris. 
Henri died hy drowning a month hefore he was scheduled to 
he invested with the Franciscan habit. And Frederic-Cornil 
hecame Good Father Frederic, of holy memory. 
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Li fe ; 

Ln the Ho/y land 

J erusalem, at the foot of tCalvary, 

June 25, 1879. 

Very Reverend Father, 

Upon leaving Cairo, wher e with the help of God I hacl 
instituted the preaching of Advent and Lent in French for our 
numerous colony of French·speaking persans who had clesired 
it for so long, and where I hacl effectecl the opening of our 
new tempory Chapel in the aristocratie Ismaïlia quarter, I 
thought that when I returnecl to the Roly City to take up my 
new cluties I would fincl there an interi01· and more hidden 
life ; I was laboring uncl er the most complete illusion ; in the 
great St. Savior Monastery the religious ceremonies at which I 
preside are lengthy and numerous ; acld to that a fairly large 
share that I must take in the general administration of the 
Roly Custocl y, and y ou will see, Reverend Father, that my li fe 
is alreacly sufficiently fillecl. I have been obliged (and to my 
very great consolation ) to a del to it the life of a missionary. 
Besicles there are the cluties as chaplain of the community of the 
Brothers of Christian Schools in J erusalem, extraorclinary 
confessor of the convent of Sisters of Our Lad y of Sion at 
St. John-in-the-Desert (Ain Karim ), etc. 
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1 had hardly arrived when 1 was invited by the Reverend 
Father Marie A. Ratisbonne to preach the great annual retreat 
to his numerous and saintly community of the Ecce Homo; 
that retreat was foliowed by another preached to the excellent 
Sisters of St. Joseph at J a:ffa. 

Then we had our great retreat at St. Savior, and at the 
very hour when it ended 1 left for the Carmel of Bethlehem 
where for eleven days 1 communed in the solitude of the good 
God with the admirable daughters of St. Teresa : we were 
soon due to begin the holy season of Lent. For a long time 
we had wished to re-institute the solemn public ceremony of 
the Way of the Cross. As a distant preparation, at the beautiful 
Feast of the Holy Crown of Thorns in the very impressive 
Shrine of the Ecce Homo , we were able to make a long medita
tion on the sufferings and humiliations of the God-man. Y ou 
must read in the A1mals of Our Lady of Sion the complete 
account of that patronal feast-day with its splendor and touching 
emotion, during which the Reverend Father Ratisbonne gave to 
the children of St. Francis a share that embarasses us and that 
we do not deserve. 

On Tuesday of Holy Week, after having celebrated the 
Solemn High Mass at the Shrine of the Flagellation·, 1 had the 
j oy of making a proximate preparation for the great ceremonies 
of Friday before a select and numerous congregation. Finaliy 
the moment having come, at one o'clock in the afternoon, under 
a torrid sun and in a su.ffocating atmosphere, His Excellency 
Monsignor Moreno, the distinguished son of Carmel who was 
exiled from his diocese for his defense of the faith, with the 
Reverend Father Custos of the Holy Land, on his right and 
the nephew of the la te Msgr. V aleyra, Canon of the Holy Se
pulcher, etc., on his left, slowly descended the Via Dolorosa, 
followed by a hundred pilgrims, nuns, clergy and laity, who 
had gathered from ali parts of the world to attend the ceremo
nies of the Holy Week this year. 1 had to speak at the nine 
first Stations in the open air : ail those noble souls were visibly 
moved . Their number increased considerably as we went 
along ; ali the religions orders in the Holy City were represen 
ted . lt was a solemn moment when we reached Calvary ; it was 
about three o'clock : a profound and gripping emotion came 

29 



over my whole being and communicated itself to everyone 
present ; others will also describe that sorrowful scene and 
will thus spread the impressions which we felt : may the good 
Jesus be a thousand times blessed for it ! 

I had not yet recovered from the great fatigue of the Holy 
Week when I was invited to go up to Mount Olivet to preach 
a ten days' retreat at the Carmelite Monastery of the Pater ; 
hitherto in my poor little talks 1 had everywhere had great 
consolations ; there in that unique shrine on the Holy Mount 
they were exceptional ! 

We were at the beginning of the Month of Mary : 1 spent 
the whole month preaching to the community of our very 
devoted Sisters of St . .T oseph who serve in the Hospital and are 
in charge of an orphanage and of the parish school. 

Since then we have had a solemn celebration : the laying 
of the corner-stone of the Catholic hospital ; aU the religious 
and civil authorities were present ; an immense crowd was 
standing around us. The religious press will give cletailed 
accounts of the ceremony. It was again your little Brother in 
St. Francis who had to speak of the good Cod before this 
very impressive audience. 

I am preparing to preach soon the annual double retreat 
to the assembled Sisters of St. Joseph of J erusalem, Bethlehem, 
and Beetj alla. 

Such is, Very Reverend Father, a rapid ou tline of my poor 
little missionary work here in the Holy Land : aU for the greater 
glory of Cod and the salvation of souls ! 

Frère Frédéric, 
Fra.nciscan Religious of the Holy Land, 

Vicar Custoclial. 

Editor's Note :- This letter was published in the Revue 
Franciscaine of Bordeaux for October, 1879, pages 313-315. 
The dates of the retreats men tioned were: September 1-8, 1878, 
at the Ecce Homo ; November 14-24, 1878, at Jaffa ; January 
23 - February 2, 1879, at the Carmel in Bethlehe!'n ; April 18-
28, 1879, at the Carmel on Mount Oli.vet. 
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The R ecollect Franciscan 
Monastery 

· Three Ri vers, August 18, 1890. 

The Honorable Monsieur Mercier, 

Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec, 

I have received your very esteemed letter of the 12th 
instant in reply to mine of the 9th. The interview which 1 
have the hon or of requesting from Y our Excellency concerns 
our Recollect Monastery, the only one which is st iJ.l standing, 
since the expulsion of those first apostles of Canada. 

This piece of property (grounds, monastery, church having 
an officially assessed value of $12,000.00) is located here in 
Three Rivers. It is known to everyone, and it is also the desire 
of everyone to see it returned to its lawful owners. The build
ings are at present occupied by a Protestant denomination whose 
minister resides in the former monastery and administers the 
church. 

The original deed of the act of acquisition of the above
mentioned property by the former Recollects is to be found in 
the archives of the Superior Court of Three Rivers, and 1 

31 



possess an exact legal copy. The important and difficult nego· 
tiations concerning the property of the 1 esuit Fa th ers which 
you recently undertook and successfully concluded, have ins· 
pirecl in me the conftdence to appeal to Y our Excellency's great 
kinclness in order to submit to you the question of this property 
of the Recollects, who are, as is well known , sons of St. Francis 
of Assisi, as I am myself. 

In their former church in Three Rivers rest the remains of 
the first Canadian friar of our Orcier : his name was Didace 
Pelletier ; he was born at St. Anne de Beaupré and died in 
the oclor of sanctity. A great number of miracles occurecl aftm; 
his death, aU of which were juriclically establishecl in the inves
tiga tion instituted by Msgr. de St. V allier, the second Bishop 
of Quebec : if we hacl the consolation of regaining possession 
of our former monastery, the Holy See would rapidly proceed 
to the Beatification of that saintlv friar, and we would thus 
have as first patron of Canada on~ of her own children. 

I leave to your wise and devoted understanding the question 
as outlined above, and I remain , 

Frère Frédéric. 

Editor's Note :- The Honorable Honoré Mercier was Pri· 
me Minister of the Province of Quebec from 1887 to 1891. On 
September 1, 1890, he replied to Father Frederic that the 
government was not the owner of the property in question. 
The letter which we quote above nevertheless reveals the intense 
interest of Good Father Frederic in the subj ect. The Recollect 
Monastery is still in the hands of Protestants. 
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