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FRÉDÉRIC
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Discovering  
the Museum

MUSEUM OF FATHER FRÉDÉRIC JANSSOONE
890, boulevard du Saint-Maurice
Trois-Rivières  (Québec) Canada

G9A 3P8
Telephone: 819 370-1280

Web Site: www.perefrederic.ca

MUSEUM OPEN
Mid-June to mid-October

	 Tuesday – Saturday:	 10:00 am – 12:00 am
		  1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

	 Sunday: 	 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Welcome to the Museum of Good Father 
Frédéric to learn about the life of Blessed 
Father Frédéric through diverse illustrations, 
described in both French and English.

The museum of Good Father Frédéric 
illustrates two important aspects of his life, 
his great devotion and poverty. We see him 
praying on his knees in his chapel and seated  
at the table with a meager meal in front of him.

The visitors are invited to get acquainted with 
his life by looking at the art work. A series 
of drawing along the wall illustrate the great 
moments of his life.

You might also be interested in a series of 
52 miniature sculptures (1942) under glass, 
which are a fresh reproduction of the major 
points which highlighted the life of  
Father Frédéric.

You will see also  
 
•	 Souvenirs of the life of Good Father Frédéric 	
	 in the Holy Land, at Holy Sepulcher  
	 and in Bethlehem.

•	The larger statues by Léo Arbour, sculptor.

•	 A series of 56 black and white scenes by 	
	 Mr. Giuseppe Terragni, architect from  
	 Milan (1932).

•	 Photos of the beatification in Rome in 1988.

•	 Paintings by Peter Franz representing Blessed 	
	 Father Frédéric at Our Lady of the Cape 	
	 Shrine and on the occasion of the miraculous 	
	 crossing of the St. Lawrence River on  
	 the ice (1952).

•	 Paintings by assorted artists:  
	 Richard Normandin, Louis-Eustache Monty, 	
	 Léo Ayotte, Aline Piché-Whissel, Marwan, 	
	 Anne Audet, Julie Déziel, etc.

•	 A statue of Our Lady of the Rosary who 	
	 opened her eyes in 1888 in front of Good 	
	 Father Frédéric when “Prodigy of the Eyes”.

•	 In front of the convent, a statue of Good 	
	 Father Frédéric donated by the city of Trois-	
	 Rivières for the 100th anniversary of his birth.



During his lifetime, Father Frédéric enjoyed  
the reputation of being a man of great kindness.  
The entire time of his ministry, he had a special  
affinity for the poor, the sick and sinners who  
called him Good Father Frédéric. The great 
humility of the son of St. Francis of Assisi made 
him available to all. Father Frédéric travelled the 
roads to sell his books. He did not keep the fruits 
of this commerce. He divided it among those 
who were in need, with the dioceses of Québec 
and the Holy Land. His collections contributed 
to the construction of three convents of 
contemplative religious and the St. Anthony 
Chapel in Trois-Rivières. His death was a great 
loss to the people.

Blessed 
Father Frédéric Prayer

Biography
Father Frédéric was declared 
Venerable in 1984 by the 
Catholic Church. A Miracle 
was officially recognized in 
1987. The Pope John Paul 
II beatified the Good Father 
Frédéric September 25, 1988. 
The Canadian Church hopes 
his upcoming canonization.

Frédéric Janssoone was born on November 19, 
1838 in the French village of Ghyvelde. He grew 
up in a pious, poor family. His father died when  
he was nine years old. He pursued his studies  
but interrupted them at 17 years old to help  
his mother.

When he returned to his studies, Frédéric entered 
the Franciscans in 1864 and was ordained to the 
priesthood August 17, 1870.

From the very beginning of his ministry,  
he attracted large groups of people.  
He had a talent for preaching and used 
that talent his entire life.  
After working in France 
for a few years, he 

realized his most fervent 
dream: to work in the Holy 
Land. Good Father Frédéric 
came to Canada for the first 
time in 1881. He preached 
extensively and his fame 
spread among the people. 
He returned to the Holy 
Land in the spring of 1882 
and came back to Canada in 
1888 where he founded the 
Commissariat for the Holy 

Land in Trois-Rivières. He would be its  
director for 18 years.

On June 22, 1888, in the company of two other 
people, he was witness to the “Prodigy of the 
Eyes” at Our Lady of the Cape Shrine. This event 
changed his life. He consecrated 14 years of his 
ministry as pilgrimage director 
to the Shrine.

He died August 4, 1916. People 
immediately attributed a great 
piety to him. Actually, they saw 

this man as a saint, for he shared 
his goods with the poor, he 

prayed incessantly and 
announced the love of  

God unceasingly.

In the Museum, one painting shows Father 
Frédéric visited at Montréal by his friend 
Brother André, now canonized.

St. Anthony Chapel.

Father Frédéric  
visiting sick people.

Father Frédéric  
and children.

Thank you my God, for having 
endowed Father Frédéric with the 
special charisms of touching hearts as 
a preacher, consoling the afflicted and 
healing the sick. Thank you in advance 
for the favor which will come through 
his intercession for Your greater 
glory, his glorification, and my true 
happiness. Amen.


