
Country of origin
Father Frederic Janssoone was born November 19, 

1838 in Ghyvelde, a village in the Diocese of Lille, 
France. His father Pierre and his mother Marie Isabelle 
Bollengier were fervent Christians loyal to the evangelical 
values which they certainly faithfully passed on to their 
many children.

The Servant of God, baptized with the names Frederic 
Cornil, attended the village school where he was born, 
Hazebrouk college, and Notre Dame des Dunes Institute 
in Dunkirk. However after the death of his father, he 
abandoned his studies to help the family which was in 
great financial difficulty. For seven years, he worked as a 
salesman for a textile wholesaler.

In 1864, after his mother was called to God, Frederic 
pursued his vocation, consecrating himself to the Lord 
and he entered the Order of the Friars Minor (Francis-
cans) at the novitiate of Amiens. There he found the 
school of spirituality that he felt he needed. St. Francis 
of Assisi was the type of religious that would be his guide 
for life: meditative, recollected even in the midst of large 
groups, and a missionary to the world. After his studies in 
philosophy and theology, he was ordained to the pries-
thood at Bourges on August 27, 1870. He exercised a 
varied ministry in France, first as a military chaplain du-
ring the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, then as a novice 
sub-master, co-founder of the convent of Bordeaux, di-
rector of the Third Order, and the Revue franciscaine 
and as librarian in Paris. In 1876, his superiors granted 
his ardent wish to serve in Jesus’ country.

His chosen country
For twelve years, Father Frederic exercised his zeal 

and initiative in the service of the Holy Land. April 3, 
1878 he was elected Custodial Vicar. He was 39 years 
old. His position gave him authority, many honors and 
privileges. He was the second dignitary of the Holy 
Land Custody. This Custody was made up of 350 reli-
gious in five countries (Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Israël and  

Cyprus) under Ot-
toman Rule. He 
proved to be a 
flexible and adept 
diplomat, an able 
builder, and a prea-
cher capable of 
spiritually guiding 
numerous pilgrims 
who went to Pa-
lestine. He initia-
ted the devotion 
of praying the sta-
tions of the cross 
on the Via dolo-
rosa, through the 
streets of Jerusalem. He himself preached the stations of 
the cross on Good Friday a ten times.

His adopted country
Economic conditions in the Holy Land prompted him 

to become its beggar. He went to solicit funds in France, 
then in Canada. He first came to our country in 1881, 
and received a warm and enthusiastic reception. Then 
he finally came to settle in Canada, specifically in Trois- 
Rivières, where he was greeted on June 14, 1888 by 
Msgr. Lafleche. On June 22, he participated in the offi-
cial inauguration of the Shrine of the Cape, dedicated to 
Our Lady of the Rosary and gave the homily. That very 
evening he was one of the three witnesses of the Miracle 
of the eyes (when the Virgin Mary opened her eyes for 
twelve minutes.)

After the sudden death of pastor Desilets on August 
30, 1888, Father Frederic accepted to continue his work. 
On October 12, 1888 he instituted the Commissariat for 
the Holy Land in Trois-Rivières. For fourteen years he 
shuttled by boat between Trois-Rivières and Cap-de-la-
Madeleine. In 1892 he founded the publication Les An-
nales du Tres Saint Rosaire (today the Revue Notre 
Dame du Cap) and August 31, 1893 he wrote a letter

suggesting the Oblates of Mary Immaculate become the 
guardians of Our Lady of the Cape Shrine. This was 
approved in 1902. April 20, 1900 he founded another 
publication la Revue eucharistique. On April 20, 1900 
Msgr. F.X. Cloutier declared the Sanctuary a diocesan 
pilgrimage site and officially named Father Frederic the 
director of pilgrimages.

He played an important role in the development of the 
Marian devotion in Québec. For fourteen years he was 
director of pilgrimages to the of Our Lady of the Cape 
Shrine at Cap-de-la-Madeleine where he attracted a large 
number of pilgrims.

At the same time, as Commissioner of the Holy Land, 
he collected alms to maintain the work in Palestine. He 
was instrumental in the construction of outdoor stations 
of the cross, conforming as close as possible to the Via 
Dolorosa in Jerusalem: one at Cap-de-la-Madeleine, 
the second at the shrine of the Reparation at Pointe-
aux-Trembles, near Montréal, and a third at Saint-Élie-
de-Caxton in Mauricie.

From 1902 to 1916, he led an extremely active life, 
handling multiple missions: he preached the word of God 
in the parishes, catechesis, popular missions, the orga-
nization and direction of pilgrimages, visits to and the 
founding of the Secular Franciscan Order Fraternities, 
writing and publishing. The last twenty-eight years of his 
life in Canada, he displayed an extraordinary apostolic 
zeal, and a truly evangelical life of holiness.

This activity didn’t prevent Father Frederic from main-
taining an extraordinary spirit of prayer and penance. 
His austerity, his extreme poverty, his love and affinity 
for the poor, his simple goodness, patience and sere-
nity in time of hardship, all these virtues were cause to 
compare him as a new Francis of Assisi. He contributed 
greatly to the spreading the Franciscan spirit in Canada 
and gave a decisive thrust to the restoration of the Fran-
ciscan Order in our country.
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The man
Physically, Father Frederic was of average height 

(around 5 ft. 6), and narrow shouldered which gave an 
impression of fragility. However he was very robust and 
could work fourteen to fifteen hours a day. Psychological-
ly, he was joyful, good humored, and sought to describe 
things very colorfully. Yet, he was respectful of others 
and very courteous.

He had multiple interests which ranged from pastoral 
theology, through history, geography, astronomy, bota-
ny, art, architecture, and archaeology. His basic forma-
tion highlighted the importance of self-control, strength 
of character, loyalty and honesty. It permitted him to 
discipline the expansion of personal resources and sub-
sequently enabled him to give organization and have spi-
rituality in his work.

This great servant of God died in Montréal on August 
4, 1916 at the age of 77 years. His body was brought 
to Trois-Rivières and laid out in the Franciscan chapel. 
Since then, numerous faithful who recognized him as a 
true disciple of the Lord never stopped honoring his me-
mory and hoping for his beatification.

Jerusalem Holy Sepulchre

Our Lady of the Cape Shrine



“Our Lady of the Cape will be the future Sanc-
tuary of Mary. Parishioners of the Cap, you will 
come to pray to her. They will come from all parts 
of the diocese; they will come from all parts of the 
country. It will become too small to contain the 
throngs who will come to pray to the Virgin of the 
Rosary.” (June 22, 1888).

“On my first voyage to Canada, I solemnly pro-
mised to work for the rest of my life for the spi-
ritual and temporal good of this dear country, 
where we were the first missionaries, and I thank 
the Lord for it. I have the consolation of having 
been able to keep my promise for more than twen-
ty years”. (Letter of April 25, 1910 to the superior 
of the Trappistines at Saint-Romuald, near Québec).

“I would like to see in everyone’s hands the ar-
mor par excellence, the invincible armor, the book 
of the holy Gospels, the New Testament” (Revue 
franciscaine de Bordeaux, 1880).

“The leaders of countries desperately seek the 
solution to great problems, the problem of calling 
back to life a society that is dying… I would like 
to see this solution engraved in gigantic letters 
on the facades of all our churches! The unity, the 
strength, the vitality of the people and the nations, 
are all in the Holy Eucharist” (Notes of a Pilgrim in 
the Revue franciscaine de Bordeaux, 1888).

“Practically, we do not love the Blessed Virgin 
enough, we don’t know the rosary recommended 
so highly by the Holy Father. For my part, I always 
preach the fifteen mysteries. I bring my audience 
with me to the Holy Land.” (Letter, Dec. 18, 1888).

“I discovered a treasure more precious than gold 
and jewels, the Cross with its inseparable cortege 
of all the suffering, the humiliations, the volun-
tary abasements. Love to be unknown and to be 
seen as nothing…” (Revue franciscaine de Bor-
deaux, 1878).

“To attain holiness, what must we do? One 
thing, my brothers. Listen carefully… the voice 
of the great apostle calls… my brothers, my bro-
thers… we must love Our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
we must love him all the way to folly…” (Homily 
manuscript, May 17, 1887).

“For myself personally, I only desire one thing 
for which I have longed for 40 years, to go and be 
with the Lord.” (Letter to P. Raphaël Delarbre, July 
30, 1891 and September 24, 1902).

WITNESSES

“It is not surprising such a life’s work was fruitful. If the 
Franciscan Order was suppressed by the English conquest, it 
was revitalized in 1890 due in large part to Father Frederic 
who was the first to make the Franciscan habit reappear in 
Canada, and attracted souls by his example, his actions and 
his great reputation for holiness.”   

(Msgr. Columban Dreyer, o.f.m.)

“He is a true saint capable of  performing  miracles.”  
(Pastor Luc Désilets)

“Yes, venerable father… you will live at the old Sanctua-
ry where you worked unceasingly for so many years. Your 
name will remain engraved in gold letters on the list of its 
benefactors. We will always call you the Prophet of Our 
Lady of the Cape, hero of the pilgrimages, and an excel-
lent propagandist of the Annales.”                  

(Arthur Joyal, o.m.i.)

“Three words from Father Frederic penetrated the soul of 
the listener more than ten words from any other priest.”     

(A Third Order Franciscan layman)

“I knew Father Frederic at Saint-Barnabé… I frequently visi-
ted the sick with him. Speaking of the Passion of our Lord, 
he cried during his homilies… He was remarkably kind, that 
is why everyone recommended themselves to him.”  

 (Dr. Louis-Eugène Bellemare)

“This Franciscan deserves to be the holy patron of pilgri-
mage organizations, religious tourism since he attracted 
thousands to the Sanctuary of the Cape during fourteen 
years, to Saint-Anne-de-Beaupré, and to the Reparation and 
the Oratory of Mount Royal. 

(Guy Boulizon, writer)
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What is beatification?

The beatification of a servant of God like Father  
Frederic, is an official act of the Church by which she 
recognizes two things:

The Church recognizes that the blessed led a life of 
exceptional love of God and of neighbor and she recom-
mends him as a witness and model.

By declaring the authenticity of a miracle she recogni-
zes that this person is an effective intercessor before God 
for all of us. She also recommends we pray to him.

The beatification of Father Frederic permits the Fran-
ciscan family, the faithful of France, his country of origin, 
and Canada his adopted country, the honor of public 
cult. He will then have the right to a mass in his name, 
to special prayers, and to the exposition and veneration 
of his relics, etc.

Beatification is a Church event which reiterates to eve-
ryone the call to holiness.

The various stages of the  
beatification of Father Frederic

1916-25
The faithful never cease to clamor for the canonical pro-
cess of the beatification of Father Frederic. More than 
500 favors obtained through his intercession are noted.

1927-29
The information process begins at Trois-Rivières.

1930-37
The process of writing begins.

June 10, 1946
The beginning of the apostolic process regarding his vir-
tues at Trois-Rivières.

January 13, 1948
His tomb is opened – body mummified.

1948-49
Apostolic process in France and the Holy Land.

November 3, 1979
Decree authorizing the bishop of Urawa (Japan) to es-
tablish a tribunal for the study of an alleged miracle in 
March, 1948 (M. Niwayama).

March 21, 1985
Promulgation of the decree of Father Frederic’s heroic 
virtues before Pope John Paul II who declares him ve-
nerable.

March 28, 1988
At the Vatican, promulgation before Pope John Paul 
II, of the decree related to the miracle and announce-
ment of the date of beatification. The same day in Trois- 
Rivières, the tomb is reopened for canonical examination 
of the body of the servant of God, including exhuming it 
and the removal of the necessary pieces for the prepara-
tion of relics.

September 25, 1988
Solemn ceremony of beatification by Pope John Paul II, 
at Saint Peter’s in Rome.

Father Frederic speaks to us…

“Let us rejoice in seeing the Church beatify 
one of ours. By this gesture, she officially 
claims Father Frederic as a model and an  
intercessor.”

 (Msgr. Laurent Noël)


